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The city of Dixon came into
being in 1869 at the top of the
Dixon Hill, and was born a railroad
town. Milton Santee from Rolla
was the original surveyor who laid
out the town on a half square mile
stretching on both sides of the St.
Louis-San Francisco Railway. San-
tee is supposed to have suggested
naming the new Missouri city after
an Indian trader who had donated
the land which became Dixon, Illi-
nois.
John Dixon was an interpreter

for local Indians and counsel to U.S. Army
officers assigned to the southern Illinois
area. The Winnebago Indians called Dixon
“Nada-chu-ra-sak” due to his long flowing
white hair. A photograph of John Dixon
hangs in Dixon City Hall..
The South Pacific, the first railroad was

attacked and destroyed during the Civil
War. The Frisco ran only to Rolla before
the war. In 1868 the Frisco Railroad Co.
was organized and the line was completed
to Springfield and ran through Dixon. The
first large settlement near the town itself
was a camp consisting of about 100 work-
ers who were “working on the railroad” in
1867-68. Reportedly this camp was located

on what is now the Bennett Jones property,
west of Dixon. Later, the workers moved
into town. The original town consisted of
three stores, one grist mill, three hotels, one
church, a public school and a few homes.
The fortune of the town at first depended

on the railroad. Dixon became a railroad
division point with a round house
for four engines and a section
crew and a residence just south of
the tracks and a short distance east
of the station was used for eating
and sleeping facilities for four
freight and three passenger crews.
In 1884, the division point was

moved to Newburg. The move

was a blow to Dixon’s economy,
but citizens in the surrounding area
continued to bring wheat, hogs,
cattle, sheep, furs, wild game and
produce to Dixon to be shipped on
the Frisco.
Dixon was incorporated in No-

vember 1889. The village was
made a fourth class city in 1906.
In 1913, fire destroyed most of

the downtown business section,
forcing the community to slowly
rebuild. The recovery was speeded
up considerably in 1940 with the

construction of Fort Leonard Wood.
The Dixon area has continued to grow

and prosper. Today, over 145 years later, it
is a pleasant, hilltop community that is a
“hometown place” to more than 1500 resi-
dents that offers a unique blend of modern
lifestyles and old-fashioned country living.

Crocker • 736-2212
St. Robert •  336-4045

Dixon • 759-6400
Richland •  765-5544

Goodrich Gas
And Appliance

––Movie Rentals––
Whirlpool and 

Amana Appliances

130 Woodbridge Drive
Jefferson City, MO 65101

573-634-5332

Lloyd D. Bowden CPA
P.O. Box 282

Vienna, MO 65582
573-422-3012

P.O. Box 709
Dixon, MO 65459

573-759-6856

BAKERY • DELI
FRESH MEAT & PRODUCE
LARGE FROZEN FOODS DEPT.
Check Out Our Garden Center
Convenience Store & Gas
508 East 5th St. • Dixon      573-759-6212

Open 7 a.m.-10 p.m. Daily
Kerry Copeland, Manager
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