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Have a very Merry!

What better time than Christmas to let you know just how 
much we value and appreciate your loyal support!  
With best wishes and heartfelt thanks to all of you.

Greenfield Banking Company
202 Front N. • 235-2207 • Greenfield, TN

May the Spirit of 

the Season be yours.

Williams Funeral Home of  Gleason • 648-5801 • Obit. Line 648-5877
Williams Funeral Home of  Greenfield • 235-2224 • Obit. Line 235-2227

Williams Funeral Home of  Sharon • 456-2300 • Obit. Line 456-2400

Merry Christmas!
weakley county
CHAMBER 
of commerce

from the

There was a man who went 
out in the dark night to bor-
row live coals to kindle a fire. 
He went from hut to hut and 
knocked. “Dear friends, help 
me!” said he. “My wife has 
just given birth to a child, and 
I must make a fire to warm her 
and the little one.” 

But it was way in the night, 
and all the people were asleep. 
No one replied.

The man walked and walked. 
At last he saw the gleam of a 
fire a long way off. Then he 
went in that direction and saw 
that the fire was burning in the 
open. A lot of sheep were were 
sleeping around the fire, and an 
old shepherd sat and watched 
over the flock.

When the man who wanted 
to borrow fire came up to the 
sheep, he saw that three big 
dogs lay asleep at the shep-
herd’s feet. All three awoke 
when the man approached and 
opened their great jaws, as 
though they wanted to bark; but 
not a sound was heard. The man 
noticed that the hair on their 
backs stood up and that their 
sharp, white teeth glistened 
in the firelight. They dashed 
toward him.

He felt that one of them bit at 
his leg and one at this hand and 
that one clung to this throat. But 
their jaws and teeth wouldn’t 
obey them, and the man didn’t 
suffer the least harm.

Now the man wished to go 
farther, to get what he needed. 
But the sheep lay back to back 
and so close to one another that 
he couldn’t pass them. Then the 
man stepped upon their backs 
and walked over them and up 
to the fire. And not one of the 
animals awoke or moved.

When the man had almost 
reached the fire, the shepherd 
looked up. He was a surly old 
man, who was unfriendly and 
harsh toward human beings. 
And when he saw the strange 
man coming, he seized the 
long, spiked staff, which he 
always held in his hand when 
he tended his flock, and threw 
it at him. The staff came right 
toward the man, but, before it 
reached him, it turned off to one 
side and whizzed past him, far 
out in the meadow.

Now the man came up to 
the shepherd and said to him: 
“Good man, help me, and lend 
me a little fire! My wife has 
just given birth to a child, and 
I must make a fire to warm her 
and the little one.”

The shepherd would rather 
have said no, but when he 
pondered that the dogs couldn’t 
hurt the man, and the sheep had 
not run from him, and that the 
staff had not wished to strike 
him, he was a little afraid, and 
dared not deny the man that 
which he asked.

“Take as much as you need!” 

he said to the man.
But then the fire was nearly 

burnt out. There were no logs 
or branches left, only a big heap 
of live coals, and the stranger 
had neither spade nor shovel 
wherein he could carry the red-
hot coals.

When the shepherd saw this, 
he said again: “Take as much 
as you need!” And he was glad 
that the man wouldn’t be able 
to take away any coals.

But the man stopped and 
picked coals from the ashes 
with his bare hands, and laid 
them in his mantle. And he 
didn’t burn his hands when he 
touched them, nor did the coals 
scorch his mantle; but he car-
ried them away as if they had 
been nuts or apples.

And when the shepherd, who 
was such a cruel and hardheart-
ed man, saw all this, he began to 
wonder to himself. What kind 
of a night is this, when the dogs 
do not bite, the sheep are not 
scared, the staff does not kill, 
or the fire scorch? He called the 
stranger back and said to him: 
“What kind of a night is this? 
And how does it happen that all 
things show you compassion?”

Then said the man: “I cannot 
tell you if you yourself do not 
see it.” And he wished to go 
his way, that he might soon 
make a fire and warm his wife 
and child.

But the shepherd did not 
wish to lose sight of the man 
before he had found out what 
all this might portend. He got 

up and followed the man till 
they came to the place where 
he lived.

Then the shepherd saw the 
man didn’t have so much as 
a hut to dwell in, but that his 
wife and babe were lying in a 
mountain grotto, where there 
was nothing except the cold and 
naked stone walls.

But the shepherd thought 
that perhaps the poor innocent 
child might freeze to death 
there in the grotto; and, al-
though he was a hard man, he 
was touched, and thought he 
would like to help it. And he 
loosened the knapsack from 
his shoulder, took from it a soft 
white sheepskin, gave it to the 
strange man, and said that he 
should let the child sleep on it.

But just as soon as he showed 
that he, too, could be merciful, 
his eyes were opened, and he 
saw what he had not been able 
to see before, and heard what 
he could not have heard before.

He saw that  al l  around 
him stood a ring of little sil-
ver-winged angels, and each 
held a stringed instrument, 
and all sang in loud tones that 
tonight the Saviour was born 
who should redeem the world 
from its sins.

Then he understood how 
all things were so happy this 
night that they didn’t want to 
do anything wrong.

And it was not only around 
the shepherd that there were 
angels, but he saw them ev-
erywhere. They sat inside the 

grotto, they sat outside on the 
mountain, and they flew under 
the heavens. They came march-
ing in great companies, and, as 
they passed, they paused and 
cast a glance at the child.

There was such jubilation 
and such gladness and songs 
and play! And all this he saw in 
the dark night whereas before 
he could not have made out 
anything. He was so happy be-
cause his eyes had been opened 
that he fell upon his knees and 
thanked God.

What that shepherd saw, we 
might also see, for the angels 
fly down from heaven every 
Christmas Eve, if we could only 
see them.

You must remember this, 
for it is as true, as true as that 
I see you and you see me. It 
is not revealed by the light of 
lamps or candles, and it does 
not depend upon sun and moon; 
but that which is needful is that 
we have such eyes as can see 
God’s glory.

“The Holy Night” 
Take a look at this famous story by Selma Lagerlof. 

BY DAVID FISHER
News Writer

Approximately one-dozen 
veterans and their spouses 
attended a special Christmas 
program at the Weakley County 
Nursing Home on December 
11. 

The veterans were honored 
for the service they rendered to 
their country in past military 
conflicts.

The keynote speaker was Dr. 
Kenneth Carr, medical director 
at Weakley County Nursing 
Home, who recalled after join-
ing the military he asked when 
he would be deployed overseas. 
“I was told, not until the sun ris-
es in the west. So, as our plane 
left California about 7:00 p.m. 
and started gaining altitude, I 
looked out toward the west and 
the sun was rising in the west 
as I went to Vietnam.” 

While recounting his adven-
tures as a military man serving 
in Vietnam, Dr. Carr displayed 
a brass cup crafted from a three-
foot long shell casing, which 
was cut down to serve as an 
ashtray in the briefing room. 
The handle of the cup is a de-
activated .50 caliber machine 
gun round. 

“The ROTC helped pro-
vide me with a way of getting 
through college with the G.I. 
Bill, after I got back from 
Vietnam, and it provided me a 
way to go to medical school,” 
Dr. Carr said. “I’m very in-
debted to the military and 
government.” 

In closing, he said, “I believe 
all active duty personnel in the 
Army, Navy, Air Force and 
Marines, deserve our deepest 
respect.” 

To honor veterans, both 
living and deceased, Rolling 
Thunder president Jim Phelps 
addressed the audience con-
cerning the importance of the 

American veteran. 
Phelps recalled a couple of 

years ago when he went into a 
local restaurant to take them up 
on their offer of a free sandwich 
for veterans. “A teenage girl 
working the counter asked in-
nocently, ‘What is a veteran?’ 
to which I replied, You owe 
everything you have to vet-
erans. I explained to her why 
they’re important. I told her, 
the first veteran started with 
the Revolutionary War. When 
we declared our independence, 
King George over in England 
wasn’t very happy about that. 
So, he sent his army over to 
hopefully straighten us out. If it 
wasn’t for those who were will-
ing to fight the British Army, 
and die if need be, the United 
States of America would never 
have existed. 

“There’s not going to be a 
war to end all wars, like they 
said during World War I,” 
Phelps explained. “There’s 
a lways going to  be  some 
country – some person – who 
thinks they have a better plan. 
Someone, who wants us to be 
just like them, and they’re will-
ing to kill to make that happen.

“About seven percent of our 
nation has worn a U.S. uniform 
to keep the country free for 100 
percent of Americans. What 
would the United States be like 
if we didn’t have that seven 
percent to protect us?

Next, members of Rolling 
Thunder TN Chapter 6 recog-
nized the veterans’ sacrifice, 
presented the colors and con-
ducted the Missing Man Table 
& Honors Ceremony, which 
involves a table set for those 
who were killed or are missing 
in action. 

After a moment of silence, 
the crowd was asked to raise 
their water glasses in a toast to 
honor America’s POW/MIAs, 
to the success of the efforts to 

account for them, and to the 
safety of all now serving our 
nation.

Next, the sound of a lone 
bugler playing “Taps” filled the 
room as the ceremony came to 
a close.

Rolling Thunder members 
participating in the program 
included: Jim Phelps, Russell 
Rainwater, Winniford Bennett, 
Led Symmes, Johnny Sams, 
Ronnie Phillips, Jackie Laird, 
Ed Eubanks, Ron Cheatham 
and Gina Ward (with her 

three children - Josh, Haley 
and Tyler, who are all Junior 
Rolling Thunder members).

Each U.S. military veteran 
at Weakley County Nursing 
Home was presented with a cer-
tificate of appreciation showing 
their branch of service. They 
read: “We pay special tribute 
to you for your military service 
to America and for advancing 
the universal hope of freedom 
and liberty for all.” They were 
also presented with a U.S. flag 
lapel pin. 

Weakley County Nursing Home hosts 
Christmas program for Veterans

U.S. Army Veteran Bob Bynum receives a certificate of appreciation 
for service to his country.
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Merry Christmas!

For unto us a child is born

115 Mt Pelia Road · Martin, TN . 587-5353
from the office of Kenneth Carr MD, FABFM

Weakley County
Family Medicine

For unto you is born this day in the city of 
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord
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Merry Christmas!

SPAIN BROS., LLC
Gleason

wishes everyone a

Merry Christmas
and a

Blessed New Year

Mike, Mark & Gene

The Dresden High School Choir sang Christmas carols during the  2nd Annual Kris Kringle Mart for all the shoppers to enjoy.

City of Dresden Hosts 2nd Annual Kris Kringle Mart
The City of Dresden held its 2nd Annual Kris Kringle Mart at the Dresden Elementary School multi-purpose room on Saturday, 
December 8.  This event featured many vendors and crafters selling their Christmas themed goods. Children could come to the 
mart to meet Santa Clause and tell him all that they wanted for Christmas.

Dear Santa, 
This is Paislee Birchem. 
I wants lots of purple 

presents. A new baby doll with 
a new baby bed & blankets. 
A kitchen with lots of toys. 
A small couch & a small TV. 
A purple hatchimal that I can 
watch hatch. Lots of candy, 
cheese & Mt Dew please. 

Love Paislee Birchem 
3 years old.

DearSanta,
MJ Turnbow to Santa Claus 

and Kathy. I want a pink 
kitchen and a makeup set and 
a new car for my barbies. And 
a little car for babies. And I 
need a Chase that matches 
his car. And Marshall and his 
fire truck. I want a lot of Paw 
Patrol. And Sky. That’s all. 
And a Ryder. 
Cookies and milk are for 
Christmas. And a new baby. 
And a stick for my light. I 
want a lot of Christmas trees 
and a lot of decorations. I got 
a new baby for my birthday. 
I want a new purse. And little 
glasses like your’s.

Or pink ones that match my 
purse. I want a chair to sit in.  
Santa Claus from 
MJ Ellise Turnbow  
Merry Christmas!

Dear Santa,
 
I have been a good girl this 

year.  I would like for you to 
please bring me a purple bike, 
a baby, a Barbie, a furry kitten, 
and lots of surprises.  We will 
leave you boiled custard and 
cookies.  Reindeer food will 
be outside.  Please don't for get 
my sister Amya and my baby 
brother Sebastian.  

 I love you,
 Brittany Brock
 
Dear Santa,
 I have been a busy girl this 

year!  I can count and name 
my colors and shapes.  Please 
bring me a pink bike, a fuzzy 
puppy that walks, a baby, 
some cooking things and play 
food.  I also want some new 
boots.  Please don't forget my 
sister Brittany and my brother 
Sebastian.  We will leave you 
cookies and boiled custard on 
the table and reindeer food 
outside.

 I love you, Santa!!
 Amay Brock
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a sweet little 

boy this year.  Please bring me 
anything that makes music and 
lights up.  I also would like 
some building blocks and a 
bunch of balls to play with at 
home.  Please don't forget my 
sisters Brittany and Amya.   I 

will leave you boiled custard 
and cookies on the table and 
reindeer food outside.  

Love, 
Sebastian Brock 
  
Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year.  This year I would like 
anything Trolls, JoJo bows 
or anything JoJo slime, LOL 
Toys, and Jewelry.  Thank You

Love, 
Elissa Puckett
 
Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year.  If you could I would 
like a bottle and potty for my 
baby dolls, a slime making 
kit.   JoJo shirts, hatchimals, 
and jewelry.  That all I can 
think of right now.  Thank you.

Love,
Braylee Puckett

Dear Santa,
This is Charlee Taylor. I 

want presents. I want a baby 
just like Brooklyn’s, yellow 
presents, pink presents, Frozen 
movie, barbies, and Barbie 
house. I want you to bring my 
momma a big big big present. 
I want you to bring my daddy 
a big big big cup. I want you 
to bring my brother,Brody 
Taylor, a school sweater. 

Love Charlee Taylor 

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this 

year.  For Christmas I would 
like to have motorcycle, 
tractors, animals, people, farm 
and tattoos.  I will leave you 

some cookies, breakfast food 
and chocolate.

Love,
Miles

Dear Santa,
I have been a good boy this 

year.  For Christmas I would 
like to have tattoos, trucks, 
super heros, spiderman outfit.  
I will leave you some cookies 
and milk.

Love,
Aiden

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year.  For Christmas I would 
like to have toys, barbies, doll 
house and a girl pony.  I will 
leave you peanuts and water.

Love,
Linzey

Dear Santa,
For Christmas this year 

please bring me an elephant, 
spider-man, costume and toys, 
a tree house, a barbie dream 
house, barbie dolls, barbie car, 
a unicorn, a flying car seat, 
Elena Toys and Vampirina 
Toys.

Thank you,
Grace Carlton

Dear Santa,
I have been a good girl this 

year.  I would like to have 
a pony, barbies, clothes and 
candy.  I will leave you a 
cookie and some milk.

Love,
Adilyn

Filled With Joy
We’re overflowing with happiness and gratitude to be 

celebrating another holiday season here. Thanks for making 
2018 a great year for us. We really appreciate your support, 
and we wish you all the best at Christmastime and always!

115 S. Poplar Street, Dresden
731-364-3900

Santa Letters                         Gingerbread Junction Child Care

Thanks for making our year so merry.
We hope your holiday is filled with more than enough joy to go around. 
Merry Christmas, and best wishes for a prosperous and happy New Year!

Larry, Beckie, Kris, Brian & Joyce

Larry Jolley Realty
732 Morrow Street • Dresden, TN • 731-364-5333 • www.larryjolleyrealty.com

Gather ’Round, 
It’s Christmas! 


