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Benfield among volunteers
in NY Thanksgiving mission

IN THE BOWERY MISSION AT THANKSGIVING — Local resident
Bob Benfield enjoys cooking, and he put those skills to good use in preparing
Thanksgiving meals at the Bowery Mission in New York’s Lower Manhattan
area this year. Pictured above, left to right: TV chef Adam Richmond, Bob
Benfield, Bowery Mission kitchen director Raffaele Depalma, and Unifour
resident Fernando Galvez, who (along with Benfield) was part of a 17-member
Caldwell County group, Mission Minded, who helped the mission.

Bethlehem Star Lighting held December 3
Many towns and communities across the nation have special events to celebrate the
Christmas season. This year’s Star Lighting event in Bethlehem, delayed to Monday,
December 3, generated much excitement for the 1,200+ people who gathered around
bonfires to enjoy the festivities. The celebration was also special because of the community spirit that helped raise a new star to replace the old star damaged by the
October 2017 tornado.
Activities included a performance of a community choir and the singing of
Christmas carols directed by Donna Reid. Pastor David Ross of Fellowship Advent
Church provided a Christmas meditation and read the Christmas story from Luke
2. Members of the youth group at Fellowship were in charge the annual live nativity.
Long-time resident Hurshel Teague and his wife Dot lighted the beautiful new star.
Dr. Warren Hollar stated “These two have given leadership to community functions
such as star construction and programming for
decades. They were chosen to represent all the
previous community residents and members of the
Bethlehem Community Development Association
who have worked so tirelessly to make the star
possible for over four decades.” A special gift of
$1,500 was present by Pastor Mike Stone, one of
the leaders of the Raise the Star committee, to the
Bethlehem Ministerial Benevolence Fund. Pastor
Bill Honeycutt accepted the gift for the ministerial
association and expressed their appreciation. Mt.
Pisgah Church members served hot dogs and fixings
to help fund the donation. Hot chocolate was served
by boy scouts and girl scouts distributed programs.
The West Alexander Middle School Band led by Matt
Cochran, provided a program of Christmas music.
The West band agreed to perform on short notice
when the Pathfinders were forced to cancel because
of other obligations. Christmas ornaments made
from the old star and wooden-crafted ornaments were sold by Raise the Star committee
members to provide partial funding for the benevolence donation. Santa Claus made
a special appearance at the end of the evening. The program was live streamed on the
Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church for those who may have missed the star lighting program.
The new star, constructed by Carpenter Decorating, is on a fifty-foot steel-reinforce
tower placed in a concrete base. The star is fifteen feet by fifteen feet with 270 LED
lights. Churches, clubs, businesses, individuals in and outside the community, and children gave to fund the star. The original goal for the star campaign was $18,000. Over
40,000 dollars in money, materials, and services were provided for this project. These
funds will not only pay for the star, but also create an endowment fund for the operation of the Star and Star lighting program for several years to come. These funds will
be managed through a special star account at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church. A special
plaque with scripture will be mounted at the base and several new figurines also will be
purchased for the nativity.
A special letter of appreciation is printed on page __ that identifies many of the individuals who provided services. Over 300 individuals, churches, businesses and organizations will be recognized on a plaque at the base of the star. Anyone whose name
was not listed or misspelled on the program may call the office at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran
Church by December 17.
According to Star committee members, funds, materials, and services given made
the community goal of providing an emblem that recognizes the birth of the Christ child
a reality. All community residents may take pride in the work done to provide a visual
reminder of the reason for the season to all who pass by on Highway 127 in Bethlehem,
North Carolina.

By MICAH HENRY
For nine years, local
resident Bob Benfield has
traveled with a Christian
outreach group from
Caldwell County to help
cook meals for the less fortunate in New York City at
Thanksgiving.
Bob, who loves to cook,
has a heart for others. He
is not only on the side of law
and order as a Detective
for the Alexander County
Sheriff’s Office, but he also
is one of two Chaplains for
the department.
On
the
week
of
Thanksgiving, the Caldwell
group, known as Mission
Minded, gathered some
17 people to help cook and
serve meals at the Bowery
Mission, a Christian organization that has fed and
clothed countless thousands in the New York
area since its inception in
1876. Bowery was one of
the first rescue missions in
the United States. Its mission is to help those who
are homeless, addicts, etc.,
through Biblically-centered
programs.
Bob and four others
who attend Tri-City Baptist
Church in Conover were
part of the 17 who helped in
New York.
The Mission Minded
group went to Bowery
Mission’s Lower Manhattan
site, which cooked and dis-

Team Atlas
information
meeting set
December 17

tributed clothing and meals
in a large, old chapel.
“We cook all week long,
and use several thousand
pounds of potatoes and
sweet potatoes, and over
700 turkeys,” Bob noted.
Large tubs of mashed
potatoes, sweet potatoes,
cole slaw, and other sides
are prepared and stored
until needed. Cooked turkey meat is pulled from the
bones and placed in large
bags with broth “stock” to
keep the meat moist. Then
the bags are crimped shut
and placed in a cooler until
needed. When it’s time to
serve the meat, the bags
are placed in boiling water
to bring them up to serving
temperature.
Those are long days.
“You’re in the kitchen by
5:30 a.m. and you work until
8:00 p.m.,” Bob said. “All
week.”
The team is strengthened by holiding devotions
every day.
Bowery Mission fed
over 9,000 people on
Thanksgiving Day, and fed
over 16,000 people during
Thanksgiving Week in the
New York area.
Two serving lines were
set up to serve food. Clients
were able to wait in tents,
set up outside, to avoid the
bitter cold. The weather
didn’t cooperate.
“Thanksgiving Day was
brutal, but the rest were
not too bad,” Bob noted.
In the tents, each client received a jacket, coat,

Team Atlas, the local
youth wrestling organization, has planned an informational meeting for interested parents on Monday,
December 17, at 6:30 pm in
the ACHS Wrestling Room.
Team Atlas is open to youth
wrestlers grades three
through eight.
Team Atlas is a AAU/
USA sanctioned wrestling club with a goal to
HELPING OTHERS — Above, the interior of a
promote the sport of wreschapel was converted to serve Thanksgiving meals
tling in Alexander County.
The club is designed to at the Bowery Mission in New York.
(Both photos courtesy of Bob Benfield.)
teach the fundamentals of
the world’s oldest sport.
The Atlas Coaching Staff
er
will consist of current and
emb
m
e
R
former high school/middle
school wrestlers as well as
former standout wrestlers
at Alexander Central.

Come Celebrate Christmas at Antioch

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

Worship Service in the Sanctuary each
Sunday at 10:55 AM

from all of us at

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16
Childrens Play at 6:00 PM in Sanctuary

MINYARD

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
Adult Choir Cantata and Handbell Concert at
10:55 AM in the Sanctuary
CHRISTMAS EVE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 24
Candlelight Service of Carols and
Scripture at 9:00 PM

and socks while they waited their turn for a meal.
There, they could also fill
out prayer cards for their
concerns.
Raffaele Depalma runs
the Bowery Mission kitchen. His work was recently
featured on the TV show
“Chopped.”
Bob said celebrities
turn out to lend a hand,
too. These have included
Adam Richmond, of “Man
vs. Food” fame, who helped
all day on Tuesday, Nov. 20,
and also on Thanksgiving
Day. Movie star Katie
Holmes, along with her
daughter and parents, also
helped serve at Bowery
Mission. Numerous athletic figures pitched in, too.
On Friday, after the big
week, Bob and the others
were able to tour around
and see some sights in
New York, including the
Statue of Liberty, and take
in the off-Broadway show
“Stomp.”
“I
missed
having
Thanksgiving with my
family, but it was a great
opportunity to serve,” Bob
related. He noted that his
son Joshua went with him
to the Bowery Mission in
2017, too.
More
information,
including how to donate
to the Bowery Mission,
is available at bowery.
org. Readers can contact
Mission Minded in Caldwell
County,
just
search
Facebook.com for their
page.
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• www.RandyMarionSavALot.net

2017 GMC
SIERRA 1500

Stk# 39663H

18,900

$

*

Stk# 39487H

$

*

14,500

2.5L iVCT, 6-Speed
Automatic, 22/34 MPG

2012 GMC
TERRAIN SLE-1

Stk#
39519SU

$

*

9,500

Alexander County we
have you covered in

1.8L I4 SOHC 16V
i-VTEC, Compact
5-Speed Automatic,
28/39 MPG

EcoTec3 5.3L V8, 6-Speed
Automatic Electronic with
Overdrive, 16/23 MPG

2016 FORD
FUSION SE

2013 HONDA
CIVIC LX

2017 HYUNDAI
ELANTRA SE

Stk#
39469HA

$

12,800*

2.0L 4-Cylinder
DOHC 16V, 6-Speed
Automatic with
Shiftronic, 28/37 MPG

SAVINGS!!!
*Plus tax, tag, $770 touch of class,
$799 admin fee. OAC.
See salesperson for details.

800 Highway 70 Southwest
Hickory , NC 28602

(828) 267-5700

Stk# 38696HU

$

10,500*

2.4L 4-Cylinder SIDI
DOHC VVT, 6-Speed
Auto., 22/32 MPG

2008 DODGE
RAM 1500 ST

4.7L V8,
13/17 MPG

2015 CHEVROLET Stk# 31809H
TRAX LT
$

15,500*

ECOTEC 1.4L I4 SMPI DOHC
Turbocharged VVT, 6-Speed
Automatic, 24/31 MPG
STK# TR70227A

CALL FOR
PRICE

2004 LEXUS
RX 330

STK# 38134HA

$

7,000*

3.3L V6 SMPI DOHC 24V,
5-Speed Auto. Electronic
with Overdrive, 15/20 MPG

www.RandyMarionSavALot.net •

• www.RandyMarionSavALot.net • www.RandyMarionSavALot.net • www.RandyMarionSavALot.net •

