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Keys to the County
presented on Dec. 3
Marty Pennell, Ronnie
Reese, and Larry Yoder
took the oath of office on
Monday, December 3rd as
newly-elected members
of the Alexander County
Board of Commissioners.
Judge Dale Graham administered the swearing-in
ceremony at the regular
meeting of the Board of
Commissioners.
Also, three people were
honored with a “Key to the
County” at the meeting. Ben
Hines, outgoing Register of
Deeds, was recognized for
his 32 years of service to the
county. Outgoing commissioners Milton Campbell
and Josh Lail were also recognized for their four years
of service on the board.
Commissioners elected
Dr. Jeff Peal as chairman
and Ronnie Reese as vice
chairman of the Board of
Commissioners. They will
assume these roles in
January.
Members
of
the
Alexander County Board of
Commissioners include: Dr.
Jeff Peal, Ronnie Reese,
Ryan Mayberry, Marty
Pennell, and Larry Yoder.
The
2019
meeting
schedule includes the following dates: January 7,
February 4, March 11, April
1 & 15, May 6 & 20, June
3 & 17, July 22, August 5,
September 9, October 7,
November 4, and December
2. Meetings are held at 6:00
p.m. in room #103 at the
CVCC Alexander Center
for Education. The public is
invited to attend.
Bethlehem Sewer Project
engineering report
Dan Shabeldeen, with
Shabeldeen Engineering,
spoke to commissioners at the Dec. 3 meeting
about the progress of the

Star Lighting held Dec. 3
in Bethlehem Community
KEYS TO COUNTY - Outgoing County Commissioners Josh Lail, left, and Milton Campbell were presented with Keys to the County for their service. 
Bethlehem Sewer Project.
Alexander
County
received a Letter of Intent
to Fund in August. The
first step was the engineering report, due [last]
December,
Shabeldeen
said.
“We submitted the engineering report, and it was
approved in May,” he related.
Then, the preliminary
design phase of the project
was undertaken last spring.
The first deadline was Nov.
1, 2018, for the bid package and design submittal.
Shabeldeen noted the county met that deadline and the
plans are now with the State
and are being reviewed.
A copy has also been
submitted to the Town of
Taylorsville for review.
The project includes
about 2,000 feet of 15” gravity line, 6,000 feet of 12”
gravity line, and 11,000 feet
of 8” gravity line. There are
12,000 feet of forced main
proposed, with upgrades to
the Heritage Village pump
Station and Wittenburg
Springs Pump Station. A

Bethlehem Planning
meeting set Dec. 18
Bethlehem residents and business owners are invited
by the Bethlehem Community Plan Advisory Committee
to attend a Community Public Meeting on Tuesday,
December 18, 2018, at 6:00 p.m., at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran
Church Fellowship Hall (9379 Hwy. 127 North).
Want to be involved in planning the future of the
Bethlehem Community? YOU CAN! The Bethlehem
Community Plan Advisory Committee is holding a Public
Meeting to seek input from Bethlehem residents and
business owners about future land development in the
community.
For
more
information,
contact:
Jon
Pilkenton,
Director
Of
Planning
And
Development, at 828-632-1114 or email jpilkenton
@alexandercountync.gov.
Pilkenton told The Times that the meeting will be
about future land development in the Bethlehem Fire
District and is not about taxing or incorporation issues. 

new pump station would be
added on Bowman Court,
the engineer stated.
Shabeldeen indicated
that the Letter of Intent
from the State allows for
funding up to $5,181,300 but
the project will likely cost
about $4.5 million.
He noted that some of
the sewer line will be rather
deep, due to the lay of the
land as it slopes down to
the Catawba River. Some
manholes will be 15 to 20
feet deep, but this is not
unusual among the contractors Shabeldeen has spoken
with.
Temporary construction
easements, as well as permitted easements, will need
to be secured.
“Overall, it’s going really
well. We’re working with
the County Attorney on the
easements,” Shabeldeen
said.
March 1, 2019, is the
deadline for final approval
of the bid package. If all
goes well, the County may
receive authority to award
a contract by July 1, 2019,
with construction to begin
in August 2019.
He noted the project has
been designed for future
development in the area.

A crowd of more than 200 turned out for the Star Lighting at Mt. Pisgah. 

Annual event helps kick off Christmas season locally
On Monday, December
3, the Bethlehem Community held one of the
year’s biggest events
with the Annual Bethlehem Star Lighting. This
year, the new Star was
displayed for the first
time at the event held
at Mt. Pisgah Lutheran
Church. The previous
Star was severely damaged during a tornado in
October of last year. According to reports, more
than 200 people were in
attendance at the holiday event to kick off the
Christmas season. 

CHRISTMAS STORY - Dave Ross, Pastor of Fellowship Christian Church, delivered the reading of
the Christmas Story during the Annual Bethlehem
Star Lighting held Monday evening, December 3, at
Mt. Pisgah Lutheran Church in Bethlehem. 

Mt. Bethel UMC plans Christmastime events
Mt. Bethel United
Methodist Church in the
Bethlehem Community
will hold the following
upcoming events:
• Saturday, Dec. 15 -5:00 p.m. Church-Wide
Christmas
Caroling.
Anyone is invited to come
and join in for a great time
of fellowship and ministry
to the community.
• Sunday, Dec. 16 -- 3:005:00 p.m. Community
Children’s
Christmas

• Suddreth surpasses 1,000 points at LRU •

CAREER MILESTONE - Former Alexander Central star and Bethlehem
resident Madi Suddreth is pictured with LR Coach Cam Sealey prior to the Lady
Bears’ home game on Nov. 20. The coach presented Suddreth with a special
game ball to recognize her 1000th point at the school. She achieved the mark
on November 15 against Pembroke. Suddreth is the all-time leader in points at
Alexander with 1,890 in her prep career. 

Party. ALL children are
invited to come and join
in for an afternoon with
Christmas crafts, games
and refreshments.
• Friday, Dec. 21 -- 4:00
p.m. Mt. Bethel Child
Development
Center
Christmas Program. The
community is invited to
come and watch the children as they celebrate
the birth of Jesus Christ!
Refreshments will be
served afterwards.
• Sunday, Dec. 23 -10:00 a.m. Mt. Bethel’s
Christmas Worship &
Cantata “Jesus, There’s
Something About That
Name.” This is one that
you don’t want to miss!

The choir has been practicing for several months.
• Monday,
January
14, 2019 -- 3:00-7:30 p.m.
American Red Cross
Bloodmobile sponsored by
the UMM. Appointments
can be scheduled at www.
redcrossblood.org & enter
sponsor code: mtbethel.
Please consider donating.
There is a severe shortage
this time of year. Blood is
going out faster than it is
coming in. “Give A PintSave A Life!”
• Thursday, January 17
5:30PM
COMMUNITY
SOUP SUPPER This is an
outreach ministry from Mt
Bethel UMC to the community. Everyone is invit-

Bethlehem Branch Library
plans book discussion series
The Let’s Talk About It
book discussion series is
brought to readers by the
North Carolina Humanities
Council and Bethlehem
Branch Library.
Let’s Talk About It
is a library discussion
series that brings scholars and community members together to explore
how
selected
books
illuminate a particular
theme. This year’s program is Destruction or
Redemption: Images of
Romantic Love.
In this series, readers
will explore one of the most
puzzling features of the
human condition - romantic love. Whether destructive or redemptive, romantic love has the potential to
transform us in some way,
however briefly.
The series timeline is:
• December 11, 2018 –

Sign Up Day (Space is limited).
• January
15,
2019
- Madame Bovary by
Gustave Flaubert.
• January 29, 2019 - The
French
Lieutenant’s
Woman by John Fowles.
• February 12, 2019 The End of the Affair by
Graham Greene.
• February 26, 2019 Morgan’s Passing by Anne
Tyler.
March 12, 2019 - A
Mother and Two Daughters
by Gail Godwin.
This project is made possible by funding from the
North Carolina Humanities
Council, a statewide nonprofit and affiliate of the
National Endowment for
the Humanities.
Bethlehem
Branch
Library is located at 45
Rink Dam Road, phone
828-495-7853. 

ed to come and join us for
some homemade soup and
sandwiches--homemade
potato, vegetable, taco,
chili--just to name a few.
Everyone is invited to
come out and join in. The
worship schedules and any
upcoming events can be
found on Mt. Bethel’s website at www.mtbethelumc.
org. The church is located
on Hwy. 127 ½ mile north
of Lowe’s Foods grocery in
Bethlehem. 

Adams Funeral Home
sets Remembrance
Service December 15

Adams Funeral Home
staff will host the annual
Remembrance Service on
Saturday, Dec. 15, 2018,
at 2:00 p.m. in the Adams
chapel. The families of
the loved ones Adams
have served are invited to
attend.
Refreshments will be
served following the ceremony.
Adams Funeral Home is
located at 307 Main Avenue
Drive, in Taylorsville.

Next Star
prints Jan. 17
The next issue of The
Bethlehem Star will be printed on Thursday, January 17
2018. The deadline for advertising and correspondence is
Tuesday, January 15, 2019,
before 5 pm.
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