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American Pickers looking 
for central Kentucky leads
BY LARRY ROWELL
INTERIM EDITOR

American Pickers is 
planning to film epi-
sodes in Kentucky in 
October, according to 
Emily Chaftez, who 
works with the show 
on the History Chan-
nel.

“We’re looking for 
leads throughout the 
state, specifically in-
teresting characters 
with interesting items 
and lots of them. We’d 

love to spread the word 
in your area. The way 
we find people and col-
lections for our show 
is through spreading 
the word far and wide 
so that people know 
we’re coming to town,” 
she said. 

Pickers Frank Fritz 
and Mike Wolfe travel 
the country looking 
for unique characters  
with large, one-of-a-
kind collections that 
tell a story.

“Please note that 

Mike and Frank only 
pick private collec-
tions so NO stores, 
malls, flea markets, 
museums, auctions, 
businesses or any-
thing open to the pub-
lic,” Chaftez said.

If you or someone 
you know fits the bill, 
send your name, phone 
number, location, and 
description of the col-
lection with photos 
to: americanpickers@
cineflix.com or call 
855-OLD-RUST.

Frank Wolfe, left, and Mike Fritz, well known for starring in the TV show 
American Pickers on the History Channel, are coming to central Kentucky in 
October and are looking for private antique collections to pick for their show.
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Gardner withdraws from federal
post nomination in Washington
BY LARRY ROWELL
INTERIM EDITOR

A Green County na-
tive has waited almost 
a year to find out if he 
would be confirmed 
for a federal post Pres-
ident Trump asked 
him to take.

But now, with no 
confirmation on the 
horizon, Steven Gard-
ner has decided to 
move on with his life.

“I have withdrawn 
my name from con-
sideration to be the 
Director of the Of-
fice of Surface Min-
ing Reclamation and 
Enforcement (OSM) 
in the Department of 
the Interior,” Gardner 
said. “This decision 
was very difficult for 
me and comes after 
almost a year of back 
and forth with the 
Office of Government 
Ethics (OGE) over the 

financial impacts of 
the employment con-
ditions.  

Gardner said he  
reached the point 
that the uncertainty 
of when confirmation 
would actually take 
place, numerous re-
versals by OGE of con-
ditions, unknown fi-
nancial implications, 
and unknown final 
conditions led him to 
make the decision to 
withdraw.

With a wealth of ex-
perience and knowl-
edge in the field of 
mining, Gardner said 
he was well suited for 
the position, especial-
ly since that knowl-
edge includes having 
been involved with 
the Office of Surface 
Mining since its in-
ception 41 years ago.

 “I feel I could have 
been of service and 
made a difference for 

the country, state gov-
ernments served by 
OSM and the industry 
that is still so vital to 
the country,” he said. 
”I have worked with 
OSM in many capaci-
ties for the 40 years it 
has been in existence. 

I have many friends 
in OSM, state govern-
ments and knowledge 
of the program. 

Further, Gardner, 
saddened by the ne-
cessity to make this 
decision, said  it is 
time to move on to re-
focus on his business 
and family and recoup 
some of the opportuni-
ties lost from the last 
year of uncertainty. 

 “I thank everyone 
who supported me 
and my apologies to 
all those who had said 
they were counting on 
me,” he said.

Gardner  has an 
interest in Pitman-
Green, an engineering 
and land surveying 
service in Greensburg.

In addition, he is 
Pres ident /CEO o f 
Engineers–Consul-
tants–Scientists–In-
ternational in Lex-
ington. 

Lincoln Jamboree celebrates 64 years
DOUG PONDER
LARUE COUNTY HERALD

Joel Ray’s Lincoln 
Jamboree in Hodgen-
ville celebrated its 
64th anniversary on 
Saturday, Sept. 8.

The “Anniversary 
Spectacular” show 
featured a star line up 
including comedy and 
vocals by Billy Nett - 
fiddler extraordinaire, 
Vicki Kidd - who has 
been synonymous with 
the Lincoln Jamboree 
since 1970, Sarah Pat-
rick - who did a salute 
to Loretta Lynn and 
Wyatt Miller - a Johnny 
Cash sound-a-like. The 
show also featured Lin-

coln Jamboree notables 
Ricky Puckett, Tiffany 
Lynn Puckett, and the 
Jamboree Gang.

Joel Ray shared 
some of the best jokes 
of his 64 years of the 
Lincoln Jamboree and 
the 59 year proprietor-
ship of his Lincoln Vil-
lage Restaurant.

The Jamboree be-
gan Sept. 11, 1954, in 
the old Cardinal The-
ater, now the Masonic 
Lodge, in downtown 
Hodgenville.

Despite  naysay-
ers, it was a success 
and Joel Ray decided 
to expand. He built a 
700-seat auditorium 
in the current location 

on Lincoln Farm Road
in 1961.

When the Jamboree
burned after a light-
ning strike in 1968,
he re-grouped, holding
the show under a tent.
A few months later, he
re-opened with an 842-
seat auditorium.

Joel Ray’s Restau-
rant, in the front part
of the Lincoln Jambo-
ree, is open at 3 p.m.
until the time of the
show.

Tickets for the show
every Saturday eve-
ning are $10 and res-
ervations are available
by calling 270-358-
3545. Visit www.lin-
colnjamboree.com.

Joel Ray Sprowls is pictured posing with one of the Elvis statutes in the Lin-
coln Jamboree theater.
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Robert Young, who grew up in Green County, has 
written a book titled “A Walk Through Life While 
on my Way Home.” “The reason I wrote it is all 
through the book, from the beginning to the end, 
you’ll know exactly how to get saved. It tells the story 
of what happened in my life, little things we can give 
God the glory for,” he said. Young writes short sto-
ries of growing up on the farm, fishing and hunting, 
and he recounts the tragic tale of his 11-year-old son 
dying in a farming accident and how God saw him 
through it. Young will be selling the books during 
Cow Days and also at Debbie’s Angel Soft Laundry 
on Hodgenville Road.

Local author pens book

Photo by Larry Rowell

Steve Gardner

Better Business Bureau warns of phone scammers telling 
computer owners they are owed a tech support ‘refund’
KENTUCKY PRESS 
NEWS SERVICE

Central Kentucky 
computer users are be-
ing targeted by a phone 
scam claiming that they 
are owed “refunds” by 
well-known computer 
technical support com-
panies. 

The calls are really 
from scammers trying 
to steal money and per-
sonal information.

A Fleming County 
woman tells the Better 
Business Bureau she 
received a phone call 
saying she was being 
billed $499 for a tech 
service subscription 
she had not authorized.

“To cancel this sub-

scription, I was direct-
ed to call a number to 
get a refund,” she said. 
“I called and was told to 
get on my computer and 
log in to a certain web-
site that wanted me to 
authorize them to get 
into my computer re-
motely. Red flags went 
up immediately.”

She asked the caller 
why he needed access to 
her computer. He said it 
was so she could get in-
formation to receive her 
refund. She refused.

A Lexington man got 
a call from a company 
telling him that Geek 
Squad, the tech sup-
port service based at 
retailer Best Buy, owed 
him money.

“I have never used 
Geek Squad. They 
wanted me to down-
load a program so that 
I could get my refund. 
I did not download this 
program as a warning 
popped up on my screen 
that this program could 
do harm to my comput-
er. I feel that this is a 
scam,” he said.

“This is a scam that 
takes a twist on the 
old tech support scam,” 
said Heather Clary, 
BBB communications 
director, in a news re-
lease. “Instead of tell-
ing you they have found 
a problem with your 
computer they will ‘fix’ 
for you, they are now 
trying to tempt you 

with the promise of a 
refund of fraudulent 
charges for various tech 
support or virus protec-
tion services you may 
or may not have even 
paid. They will also use 
the names of reputable 
tech companies to try to 
add credibility to their 
story.”

The con artists ask 
computer users to log 
in to certain websites 
which will allow them 
remote access to their 
computers, where the 
scammers can steal 
any personal and finan-
cial information stored 
there. 

In other cases, the 
scammers ask victims 
to purchase pre-paid 

debit cards and give 
them the card numbers 
so they can “deposit” 
the refund onto them. 

Instead, they steal 
the money.

Avoid the Tech 
S u p p o r t  R e f u n d 
Scam –

· Be wary of unso-
licited calls. 

Legitimate tech com-
panies don’t make un-
solicited calls to their 
customers. This is a 
popular scam tactic.

· Never  grant a 
stranger remote ac-
cess to your com-
puter. 

S c a m m e r s  c a n 
steal your personal 
information and in-
stall malware that is 

used to commit iden-
tity theft.

· Beware of anyone 
asking for untrace-
able payments. 

Scammers often ask 
for payment by wire 
transfer, gift card, or 
pre-paid debit cards. 

Legitimate compa-
nies do not ask to be 
paid in this way.

For More Informa-
tion

Learn more about 
tech support scams 
at BBB.org/TechSup-
portScams. If you have 
been a victim of a tech 
support scam, help oth-
er consumers avoid fall-
ing into the same trap 
by filling out a report at 
BBB.org/ScamTracker.

Weather Record
Date     9-4    9-5      9-6      9-7    9-8    9-9    9-10 
High 89.4 85.5 83.6 86.4  82 77.3 66.1
Low 67.9    69.7   71.3 69 70.9 61.8 57.2
Prec 0 0 0 0 0.20 1.88 0
Reporting period for each day runs from midnight 
to midnight. Statistics from Kentucky Mesonet’s 

Bengal Station.


