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Student Code of Conduct Highlights
Each year, parents and stu-

dents receive a copy of the Stu-
dent Code of Conduct.
Parents/Guardians sign the
front form indicating the infor-
mation has been received and
reviewed.  This year, we are
highlighting some of the key in-
formation that sometimes gets
overlooked or some of the infor-
mation that truly bears repeat-
ing.

Tobacco
• Tobacco, Tobacco-Related
Objects, Alternative Nicotine
Products, Vapor Products or
Low THC Oil Use is Prohibited.
No student, staff member, con-
tracted services employee, ven-
dor, or school visitor is
permitted to use any tobacco
product, including e-cigarettes,
tobacco-related objects, alterna-
tive nicotine products, vapor
products or low THC oil at any
time, including non-school
hours, 24 hours per day, 7 days
per week in any building or on
school grounds, including ath-
letic fields and parking lots, or
at any school-sponsored or
school-related event on-campus
or off-campus.

Attendance
• Students who are at least 6
and are under the age of sixteen
are required to attend school
(public, private, or home-study)
under Georgia’s compulsory at-
tendance law. 
• More information may be
found in the “Schools In – Don’t
Be Out” section of this insert.

Changes in student 
information
• Parents are required to keep
the school updated any time
there is a change in a child’s res-
idence or telephone number.
We need to be able to reach you
in case of emergency.

Student Sickness
• Children should be fever-
free, without medication, for 24
hours before returning to
school.
• Children must be free of
vomiting and/or diarrhea for 24
hours before returning to
school.

• If you cannot get an appoint-
ment with your child’s doctor,
you may bring your child in to
be checked by the school nurse.
• Sick children do not need to
ride the bus.

Lice
• Pickens County maintains a
no-nit policy.  If nits or lice are
found, parents will be called to
pick up students from school.  
• Students sent home with lice
or nits must be cleared by the
school nurse before returning to
class.
• Parents will need to bring the
student into the school; stu-
dents may not ride the bus or
return to class until cleared.

Excuses
• Excuses are due to the school
within 5 days of the absence.
You can send in with your child,
fax to the school, or fax to the
Student Services Department.
• Excuses should include the
dates absent, reason for ab-
sence, student name, teacher’s
name, and parent/guardian sig-
nature.  
• Doctor’s notes are acceptable
as well and should include the
same information as above.
Doctor’s offices may fax their
excuses as well.

What is Bullying?
Bullying as defined by Georgia
law as follows:  
An act which occurs on school
property, on school vehicles, at
designated school bus stops, or
at school-related functions or
activities, or by use of data or
software that is accessed
through a computer, computer
system, computer network, or
other electronic technology of a
local school system (social
media), that is:

1. any willful attempt or
threat to inflict injury on an-
other person, when accompa-
nied by an apparent present
ability to do so; or

2. any intentional display of
force such as would give the vic-
tim reason to fear or expect 
immediate bodily harm; or

3. any intentional written,
verbal, or physical act, which a
reasonable person would 
perceive as being intended to

threaten, harass, or intimidate,
that

A. causes another person
substantial physical harm
within the meaning of 
O.C.G.A. § 16-5-23.1 or visible
bodily harm as such term is de-
fined in O.C.G.A. § 16-5-23.1;

B. has the effect of substan-
tially interfering with a stu-
dent’s education;

C. is so severe, persistent, or
pervasive that it creates an in-
timidating or threatening edu-
cational environment; or

D. has the effect of substan-
tially disrupting the orderly op-
eration of the school. 

Medication
• All medications, prescription
and/or over the counter, must
be taken to the school nurse by
a parent or guardian immedi-
ately upon the arrival at school.  
• All medications must be in
the original pharmaceutical
containers, clearly labeled with
the name of the student, name
of the medication, appropriate
dosage, and times of dosage.
• Any student possessing pre-
scription or over-the-counter
medication not in accordance
with the guidelines will be con-
sidered in violation of the school
district’s drug policy and shall
be subject to a referral to a dis-
ciplinary tribunal.

Missing the bus
• If your child misses the bus
in the morning, the student will
need to be transported to the
school.
• Students will not be allowed
to ride from another bus stop.

No one Home in the After-
noon to Receive Students from
the bus
• A student under the age of
(9) nine years old or a rider of a
special needs bus may not be
left at their afternoon drop-off
location if no authorized person
is there to receive him/her.
• The driver will return the stu-
dent to the school where the
parent may pick him/her up.
• The parent/guardian will be
charged an after-school pro-
gram fee.

Dress Code
The PCSD’s Student Dress Code was developed through

the direction of the administrators and with the cooperation
of parents, students, and teachers. The purpose of a dress
code is to promote an orderly learning environment in our
schools while preparing all students for later success in the
world of work. Students are expected to dress in a manner
that is conducive to a positive learning environment. Addi-
tionally, administrators reserve the right to prohibit an item
of clothing if that clothing creates a potential safety or injury
risk to the individual student or others and if the item of
clothing creates a reasonable disruption to the school envi-
ronment. In matters of opinion, the judgment of the principal
shall prevail. 

The following process will determine the proper length of
shorts, dresses, and skirts:

1. A 3” x 5” index card is used as the standard when meas-
uring the length of shorts, skirts, and dresses worn by middle
and high school students. An index card will be used by fac-
ulty and staff to measure clothing if an item worn by a stu-
dent appears to be shorter than the required length.

2. Shorts should be no more than 5” inches above the knee. 
3. Dresses and skirts should measure no more than 3”

inches above the knee.

A. Unacceptable Items (not limited to):
• Articles that may reasonably be considered to be a safety
hazard or potential weapon
• Extremely oversized, over-length, or baggy clothing items
(pants must be worn at the waist)
• Garments that expose midriff or chest area; sheer, translu-
cent, and/or transparent clothing (front or back) with noth-
ing worn underneath the article of clothing
• Halter and/or tank tops with less than 2” shoulder straps,
tube tops
• Pajamas, sleep/loungewear (except for school-approved
days)
• Hats, caps, bandanas, toboggan caps, and hoodie jackets
with the hood covering student’s head, and other headgear
(except for school-approved days, medical, or religious pur-
poses) • Shoes with cleats or wheels 
• Baby pacifiers
• Clothing promoting products such as tobacco, alcohol, e-
cigarettes, illegal drugs, or weapons
• Large, long, or heavy chains
• Dog collars
• Sunglasses inside the building, except for medical neces-
sity
• Garments with holes above the knees (unless with leggings
underneath)
• Clothing, accessories, or body art depicting gang affilia-
tion, racial or ethnic slurs, hate speech, vulgar/obscene/sub-
versive/sexually explicit language or images, or weaponry
B. Dress Code for Grades K-6
The dress code for grades K-6 should follow closely with the
dress code for grades 7-12. The difference/exceptions are as
follows:
1. All lengths of skirts, shorts, skorts, and dresses must be
age-appropriate
2. Tank tops with spaghetti straps are permitted for students
in grades K—2 only
C. Leggings
Leggings are acceptable as long as a covering is worn (a skirt
or shirt) and is long enough to be midway down the thighs.


