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Yard & Garden Service
30 Years Experience - Dependable

Commercial, Residential,
Cemeteries, etc.

Bo Patterson
Firewood

Leaf Raking
*Clean Fence Lines & Empty Lots   *Bush Hogging
*Now is the best time to get bushes cut back & fence lines cleaned.
*We also install Septic Tanks and Sewer Lines.  *Stump Grinding
*We also cut limbs hanging over houses and trim shrubs.

Free Estimates
We do Trenching for Water Lines

* We Specialize in Grass Planting & Lawn Preparation.
  125 Victor St., Durant           653-3576           653-9935

(Anywhere in Holmes County)

Court Square 834-2721 Lexington 

Lorene McCoy
Ben Courts
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By Ruth Cummins
UMMC

Dr. Blair E. Batson, the 
first chair of pediatrics at the 
University of Mississippi 
Medical Center in Jackson, 
died Nov. 26. He was 98.

Dr. LouAnn Woodward, 
UMMC vice chancellor for 
health affairs and dean of 
the School of Medicine, said 
Batson’s importance to the 
health of children in the state 
“cannot be underestimated.

“He truly is the father of 
organized pediatrics in Mis-
sissippi,” she said, “and the 
lives of countless children in 
our state have been touched 
through his work.

“What a wonderful lega-
cy.”

Batson’s successor as 
chair, Dr. Owen B. Evans, 
called him “a living archive 

of pediatric diseases and ex-
periences.”

“And he was a role model 
for me in how to be a gentle-
man,” Evans said.

Born Oct. 24, 1920, Bat-
son grew up in Pearl Riv-
er County in the sawmill 
town of Orvisburg, where 
his grandfather, Ran Bat-
son, owned the mill and his 
grandmother, Mary Bryan, 
was principal of the three-
room, eight-grade school.  
For three years of his child-
hood, at the start of the 
Great Depression, Batson 
and his family lived in West 
Point, where the local librar-
ian, Lucy Heard, cultivated 
his lifelong love of books 
and learning.

He earned his B.A. and 
M.D. at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity, where he completed 
a residency in pediatrics.  

Dr. Blair E. Batson, first pediatrics 
chair at UMMC, dies at age 98

While an undergraduate, he 
was president of the student 
council and of his fraternity, 
Sigma Chi.  He served as 
chief resident at Vanderbilt 
from 1949-50 and had a fac-
ulty appointment there from 
1949-1952.

He completed a one-year 
residency at the Johns Hop-
kins Hospital and was on the 
faculty of the Johns Hopkins 
School of Public Health and 
the Johns Hopkins School 
of Medicine from 1952-55.  
He also received a Master of 
Public Health degree from 
Johns Hopkins University.

He served in the U.S. 
Army during World War II 
and in the U.S. Army Medi-
cal Corps from 1946-48 in 
Giessen, Germany, as ward 
officer for contagious dis-
eases and pediatrics for the 

388th Station Hospital.
At 34, he was named 

chair of the Department of 
Pediatrics at UMMC just 
two months after the Medi-
cal Center opened its doors 
to patients in 1955.  He of-
ficially retired in 1989, al-
though he still taught for 
years afterward.  During his 
long career, he taught more 
than 3,500 medical students 
and 240 pediatric residents.  
Among those was the late 
Dr. Aaron Shirley, who, un-
der Batson’s leadership, in 
1965 became the first Afri-
can-American learner in any 
program at UMMC.

Dr. Joe Donaldson, a for-
mer member of the pediat-
rics faculty, said Batson was 
“superbly trained” and read 
all the time.

“He had seen virtually ev-

ery interesting pediatric case 
in Mississippi since 1955,” 
Donaldson said.

Another faculty member, 
Dr. Will Sorey, said Batson 
was “a wonderful teacher” 
who “knew infectious dis-
eases, not from lab reports 
that we rely on now, but 
from clinical presentation.”

Batson was honored often 
for his contributions to the 
health of children in Missis-
sippi.  He was the recipient 
of the 2000 Humanitarian 
of the Year tribute from the 
Epilepsy Foundation of Mis-
sissippi.  In 1996, he was 
selected Vanderbilt’s Distin-
guished School of Medicine 
Alumnus of the Year.  In 
1995, he was inducted into 
the University of Missis-
sippi Alumni Hall of Fame.

He also received awards 
for outstanding service from 
the March of Dimes, the Na-
tional Easter Seal Society 
and the American Academy 
of Pediatrics District VII.  
He received an award for 
leadership and devotion to 
child health care from the 
Mississippi Academy of Pe-
diatrics.

Batson was an examiner for 
the American Board of Pedi-
atrics from 1963-90, a mem-
ber of the executive board of 
the American Academy of 
Pediatrics from 1974-80 and 
president of the pediatric sec-
tion of the Southern Medical 
Association.

In 1997, the new chil-
dren’s hospital was named 
the Blair E. Batson Hospital 
for Children in recognition 
of his lifetime contributions 
to the health of children in 
Mississippi.  A new addition 
to the hospital is currently 
under construction.

He was married twice, first 
to Dr. Margaret Batson, a 
distinguished pediatrician 
in her own right and mem-

ber of the original pediatric 
faculty, and then to Blanche 
Batson, a well-known artist, 
both of whom are deceased.

Survivors include Bat-
son’s only brother, John O. 
Batson II; six nieces and 
nephews: John O. Batson III 
of Lake Oswego, Oregon; 
Molly Batson Smith of At-
lanta, Georgia; Blair Batson 
of Portland, Oregon; Bryan 
Batson Jauregui of Todos 
Santos, Mexico; Andrew 
Graves Batson of Seattle, 
Washington; and Virginia 
Batson of Collingswood, 
New Jersey; and four great 
nieces and nephews: Bryan 
Smith of Athens, Georgia; 
Annie Smith of San Fran-
cisco, California; and Grif-
fin Batson Grant and Tristan 
Batson Grant of Colling-
swood, New Jersey.

A memorial service will 
take place in early 2019.  In 
lieu of flowers, the family 
requests memorial contribu-
tions be made to the Blair 
E. Batson Hospital for Chil-
dren, c/o the UMMC Of-
fice of Development, 2500 
N. State St., Jackson, MS 
39216 or Friends of Chil-
dren’s Hospital, 3900 Lake-
land Dr., Suite 205, Flo-
wood, MS 39232.


