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School systems merger too costly

Consultants Dr. June Atkinson and Philip Price address Columbus County Commissioners Monday. (Deuce Niven, TLT)

By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com

 A merger of  the Columbus 
County Schools and the White-
ville City Schools would cost 
more than $1 million in state 
funding for public education in 

the county with only minimal 
cost savings, a merger study 
report presented to Columbus 
County Commissioners con-
cludes.
 “A merger would not be in 
the best interest of  the public 
school students in Columbus 

County at this time,” consul-
tant June Atkinson of  Emerald 
Education told commissioners.
 Atkinson and Phillip Price 
outlined their findings in a 
detailed 47-page document.
 Savings, Atkinson said, 
would not come from eliminat-

ing a superintendent because 
a, 8,000 student school system 
would require from two to 
four associate superintendents 
“which would eat up any sav-
ings on not having two super-
intendents.”
 Atkinson was joined by 

Phillip Price, co-author of  the 
report.
 Commissioners took the 
report “under advisement” 
while superintendents from 
both school systems said they 
were grateful for the thorough 
study.
 While commissioners could 
take up the topic of  merging the 
schools, and the study again, 
no further discussion would be 
necessary to abide by the study 
recommendations, leaving the 
school districts separate.
 The full report may be 
viewed at https://tinyurl.com/
y9wu7aap.

Million dollar loss
 Columbus County, among 
the least able to fund educa-
tion through local tax efforts, 
depends on state dollars for 
more than 71 percent of  its 
public school expenses for both 
the county and city systems, 
the report concluded.
 Statewide the average for 
state funding is just below 65 
percent, which means Colum-
bus is more dependent than 
average on state funds.
 Total funding for the two 
public school districts tops 
$77.14 million per year, the 
study found. Merger, the 
authors said, would strip 
$1,039,297 in state revenues 
from the combined systems
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Sheriff sworn

Newly sworn Columbus County Sheriff Jody Greene is congratulated by District Court 
Judge Ashley Gore moments after taking his oath of  office Monday. Superior Court Judge 
Douglas Sasser applauds over the shoulder of  Greene’s wife Angie. (Deuce Niven, TLT)

 Christmas gets its formal 
Tabor City kickoff this week 
with Thursday’s annual 
Christmas Parade Under the 
Lights and a tree lighting to 
follow downtown, then keeps 
the spirit going with several 
events set for Dec. 15 spon-
sored by the Bringing Bain 
Main Committee.
 Sponsored by town gov-
ernment and spearheaded by 
the Tabor City Police Depart-
ment, the annual Christmas 
Parade Under the Lights steps 
off  at 6 p.m. Thursday on 
East 5th Street at Stake Road, 
continuing to Hickman Road, 
looping onto Main Street at 
Green Sea Road, and circling 
back to the Tabor City Public 
Library.
 Several marching bands 
have already confirmed plans 
to take part, with entries ex-
pected from local businesses, 

churches, and other 
groups. For entry infor-
mation contact Gail 
Buffkin at the TCPD 

at 910-653-3149.
 Lighting of  
the living Christ-
mas tree, donat-
ed to the town 

by the Dirt Dauber’s Garden 
Club, is planned for 6:45 p.m., 
with the Greater Tabor City 
Chamber of  Commerce in 
charge of  that program.
 Santa will be in the parade, 
and visit with children at the 
Santa House during the Tree 
Lighting event.

Bringing back Main
 Those not yet in the 
holiday spirit should be af-
ter spending a Saturday in 
the middle of  the Christmas 
season in downtown Tabor 
City, courtesy of  Bringing 
back Main and others.
 Scheduled activities in-
clude:
• Jingle Jog at the Ritz 
Plaza, sign up at 8 a.m.
• Christmas market ven-
dors open at 9 a.m. beside 
the railroad tracks on Main 
Street, which will be closed 
to vehicles.
• RJ Corman red locomo-
tive will be set up beside the 
Tabor City Public Library 
starting at 10 a.m., with 
elves and Santa available 
for pictures.
• Mrs. Santa will be read-

(Continued on Page 10)

Parade in TC Thursday, 
Christmas on Main Dec. 15

Bog-Off Queens Raganlynn Dennis and Sarah Carroll 
enjoyed their ride in the Loris Christmas Parade Friday 
night. More photos are on Page 10.     (Jenn Causey, TLT)

By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com

 Jody Greene was again certified the winner in 
the race for Columbus County Sheriff on Friday, 
more than three weeks after the Nov. 6 general 
election.
 Greene was sworn in as the county’s newest 
sheriff in a packed Superior Courtroom in White-
ville Monday morning, his wife Angie holding a 
Bible, District Court Judge Ashely Gore perform-
ing the ceremony, the repeating the process for 
deputies, then jailers.
 Whiteville Police Sgt. Aaron Herring took his 
oath at the new sheriff’s side, and was expected to 
serve as chief  deputy in the new administration.
 Sheriff Greene said that he, and his employees, 
work for the people of  Columbus County.
 “I won’t forget that,” Greene said. “I promise.”

Recount, protests
 A recount that began Thursday and finished 
after noon the next day gave GOP challenger 
Greene a 37-vote margin of  victory over incum-
bent Democrat Sheriff Lewis Hatcher, 9,388 to 
9,351.
 Election results certified the previous week 

had Greene with a 34-vote margin of  victory, 
9,403 to 9,369.
 With the margin so close, Hatcher could have 
asked for a hand-eye recount, forcing the board 
of  elections to count each of  the 19,000 ballots 
case in the election by hand.
 That, his attorney Oscar Blanks said follow-
ing a series of  hearings Friday, Hatcher did not 
want to do.
 Three of  four protests filed in the election were 
dismissed by the Board of  Elections Friday, two 
outright because paperwork was not properly 
completed, a third because the board found that 
there was no probable cause in the complaint to 
move forward with a hearing.
 Procedural errors prompted the dismissals 
of  complaints from outgoing Columbus County 
Commissioner Amon McKenzie and Columbus 
County Democratic Party Vice-Chair Gloria 
Smith. Democratic Party Chair Franklin Thu-
man’s complaint failed to meet the probable 
cause test, the board ruled.
 Brunswick Mayor Nancy Hill’s protest was 
heard, with several witnesses who testified to 
problems primarily at South Williams Precinct 
in Tabor City, where ballots for voters living in
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Protests dismissed, recount 
swings more votes to Greene


