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Favorite Christmas books
Heartwarming stories of the
season that children and
adults will love.
1. How the Grinch Stole
Christmas by Dr. Seuss
2. The Nutcracker by
Susan Jeffers
3. The Christmas Miracle
of Jonathan Toomey by
Susan Wojciechowski
4. Dream Snow by Eric
Carle
5. Carl's Christmas by

Alexandria Community Band Christmas Concert
The exciting sounds of
music will fill the sanctuary of
the Alexandria First Baptist
Church on Sunday, Dec. 9 as
the Alexandria Community
Band presents its annual
concert of Christmas music.
This concert band of 40some players from many surrounding communities began
with a Christmas concert in
1988 and has presented a
different concert each year.
Under the conducting of
Alan Erwin, assisted by Gary
Wallyn, and Dr. John Carter,

the band will include music
from a wide variety of styles.
Pictures of the toboggan ride
at Polkagon State Park will
be used to stir your imagination while you hear Stan
Applebaun's Toboggan Ride.
Steve and Cindy Pugsley will
be featured in a clarinet duet
playing Baby, It's Cold
Outside, and the smooth
sounds of the saxophone
played by Linda Erwin will
bring back memories of Bing
Crosby singing Have Yourself
a Merry Little Christmas.

Favorite Christmas songs
By Bill Lamb
Christmas and holiday
songs are an indispensable
part of pop music. These are
some of the top Christmas
songs of all time, including
details and links to pop performance videos.
'The Christmas Song': Nat
King Cole (1961)
Co-written by singer Mel
Torme, "The Christmas
Song" became one of the
defining performances of Nat
King Cole's career. He
recorded the song at least
three times, but the 1961
recording is often considered
the best. Sometimes the
song is referred to as
"Chestnuts Roasting on an
Open Fire" from the lyrics in
the song's first line.
'Have Yourself a Merry
Little
Christmas':
Judy
Garland (1944)
"Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas" was introduced by Judy Garland in a
poignant moment in the 1944
movie musical "Meet Me in
St. Louis."
'Rockin'
Around
the
Christmas Tree': Brenda Lee
(1958)
The first significant recording of "Rockin' Around the
Christmas Tree" was Brenda
Lee's version released in
1958. It didn't become a hit

single until Lee's pop breakthrough in 1960. The song
has been a holiday favorite
ever since.
'Santa Claus Is Coming to
Town': Bruce Springsteen
and Bon Jovi (2003)
"Santa Claus Is Coming to
Town" was written in 1934
and first performed on Eddie
Cantor's radio show. It was
an instant hit. Bruce Springsteen has made it a traditional part of his live concerts during the holidays.
'The Little Drummer Boy':
David Bowie and Bing
Crosby (1977)
Katherine K. Davis composed "Little Drummer Boy"
in 1941. It was popularized in
an arrangement by the Harry
Simeone Chorale. An animated TV special was created
based on the song's story in
1968. David Bowie and Bing
Crosby collaborated for a version televised on a Bing
Crosby Christmas special in
1977.
'All I Want for Christmas Is
You': Mariah Carey (1994)
"All I Want for Christmas Is
You" was featured on Mariah
Carey's hit 1994 holiday
album "Merry Christmas." In
the past decade, the song
has quickly become a contemporary holiday standard.

World

es and sing Christmas carols
on the beach. As Australia is
on the southern hemisphere,
Christmas is in summer time
and thus it is easy to understand that during Christmas
time friends and family often
gather at the beach.
Young people, families and
friends gathering in Bondi
Beach near Sydney on
Christmas Day.
Christmas in Brazil
In Brazil, you will often find
a ‘presepio’, a crib or nativity
scene, in front of a church.
The ‘Papai Noel’, or Father
Christmas, travels from
Greenland to Brazil to give
presents to Brazilian kids.
Many cities display Christmas trees during the month
leading up to the ‘’ and often
the year end is celebrated
with fireworks. In Brazil, you
say ‘Bom Natal’ or ‘Boas
Festes’ if you wish somebody
Merry Christmas.
Christmas in South
Africa
In South Africa, people celebrate Christmas Day with
the family often with a ‘braai’,
similar to a BBQ, as it is summer season there as well.
Many people visit Christmas
mass on Christmas as well.
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Christmas
in
the
Philippines
In the Philippines there is a
special tradition of having a
Christmas lantern, which is
called ‘paról’; the lantern is
star-shaped, remembering
the star of Bethlehem, and
mainly made out of bamboo
and paper. In the image
below you can see how the
lanterns look.
The Christmas lanterns are
on sale during Christmas
time in the many markets in
the Philippines.
Singapore
In Singapore, about two in
ten people are Christians.
Christmas however is very
commercialised in Singapore
and Christmas decorations
with masses of tiny fairy
lights.
Stunning decorations can
be seen everywhere in the
main shopping district,
Orchard Road.
Australia
In Australia, it is tradition in
the weeks up to Christmas to
join in Christmas picnics
organized by various church-

Of course, there will be
arrangements of the traditional carols, and an audience
sing-a-long. The concert will
close with area vocalist
singing with the band as it
presents John Rutter's “I
Wish You Christmas.”
The concert will take place
in the sanctuary of the
Alexandria First Baptist
Church, State Road 9, on
Sunday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. A
free-will offering will be taken
to benefit Alexandria's Pete's
Pantry.

The band presents public
concerts year-around, and
may also be requested for
private functions. For additional information about this
concert, or the band, contact
Alan Erwin, conductor, at
765-724-9234, or on www.
AlexandriaCommunityBand.
org, or on FaceBook. The
Alexandria Community Band
is a 504(c)(3) organization,
and financial assistance is
always appreciated to meet
the expenses of the band.

Alexandra Day
6. The Year of the Perfect
Christmas Tree by Gloria
Houston
7. The Snowman by
Raymond Briggs
8. Room for a Little One by
Martin Waddell
9. Snowmen at Christmas
by Caralyn Buehner
10. Angelina's Christmas
by Katharine Holabird

