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Pitts elected county council chairman
By John Clayton
Editor

Photo by Judith Brown

DANGEROUS SINKHOLE — Signage has alerted residents to the section of Florida Street
closed more than five months ago because of an expansive sinkhole directly under the roadway. On Monday night, Clinton City Council gave approval to hire contractors to begin the
repairs on the broken storm drain pipes.

At its first regular meeting of
2019 the Laurens County
Council voted for new leadership, electing David Pitts as its
new chairman.
Pitts replaces Joe Wood, who
had served as chairman since
2012. Wood was elected vice
chairman by a 5-0 vote with
two abstentions.
“I worked hard to uphold this
honor,” Wood said of his two
terms as chairman. “I worked
hard for all of you on council
and the people of the county.”
Pitts, who represents District
7 in Clinton, was elected by a 40 vote with three abstentions.
He is also the assistant superintendent of Laurens County
School District 56.
After taking the gavel, Pitts
welcomed newly elected council members Kemp Younts of

By Judith Brown
Staff Writer
With a unanimous vote at
Clinton City Council Monday
night, City of Clinton staff got
approval to contract with a
company to f inally begin
repairs to a sinkhole that has
caused the closure of a block
of Florida Street for almost
six months.
A sinkhole was discovered
more than five months ago in
a section of Florida Street
between Clay Street and North
Woodrow, and council occasionally has received updates
on the problem. The sinkhole
developed in an area where
there are several lines intersecting, explained utilities
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director Joey Meadors following the meeting. When crews
used cameras to determine the
extent of the problem, it was
found the space underneath
the road was much larger than
the opening in the middle of
Florida Street and included at
least one space close to 12
feet in depth.
"The problem was bigger
than we could handle because
special equipment will be
needed that we don’t have and
it would take most of our staff
on that one project," Meadors
said. "We had hoped to find
that we could do some of the
work within the department to
save the city money but we
realized we had to contract it
out."

Council accepted a bid of
$49,710 by Elmore Land and
Site Developing of Enoree and
also agreed to a $7,000
change order in case it’s needed.
In spite of the expense, City
Manager Bill Ed Cannon said,
it was actually good news for
the city.
"The cost of this project is
still less than the engineer’s
estimate of $65,000," Cannon
explained.
As with other construction
work, the wet winter has
added to the length of time the
city needed to determine these
final plans, and Meadors said
he hoped the contractor could
get to the Florida Street project very soon.

Project Autumn and Project
Gator. Project Gator was
revealed this week as a $17.265
million investment from BDS
Technologies, which is opening
its first production facility at
Hunter Industrial Park and
should bring 44 new jobs to the
county.
Project Autumn is a $3 million investment from an existing industry, BRAWO USA
Brass Forgings, and should create 10 more jobs.
Council also voted unanimously to approve a change
order to upgrade lighting fixtures during renovations at the
Hillcrest Judicial Complex.
The request for 960 new,
more efficient light fixtures
will cost $98,850. The new
light panels are expected to
save the county $27,000 per
year, creating a return on
investment of about 28 percent,
Satterfield said.
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Florida Street closure

Opening in sight after Clinton
City Council’s approval

District 1 and Jeffrey Carroll of
District 5.
“I look forward to working
with everyone on council,” Pitts
said before overseeing his first
meeting as chairman.
Carroll and Younts were
sworn in on Jan. 3 along with
District 4 incumbent Stewart
Jones, who was unopposed in
the GOP primary and general
election.
In other action Tuesday night:
Director of Public Works
Dale Satterfield was appointed
as the county’s representative
on the Main Street Laurens
Board of Directors. He is a former chairman of that board.
Laurens County Animal
Control Officer Amy Bagwell
was sworn in as a codes officer
by County Attorney Sandy
Cruickshanks.
Council
unanimously
approved third and final readings on tax agreements for
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Coincidentally, of Dial’s 63
grandchildren, Clark was the
only grandchild given the name
Shirley, and she has never taken
that for granted.
"I always felt it carried respect
and responsibility, because Ms.
Shirley was what my grandmother went by, even the kids on
my job call me that," Clark said,
laughing. "I don’t know if they
eve know my last name is
Clark."
Now, though, what began as a
magnetic car sign advertising
where people could get a free
coat is now a store-front with
more than just coats, which is
why Clark gradually changed
the official name of her ministry
to "Coats of Kindness," and then
last year added "Coats of
Kindness and More."
"We accept and we give away
anything that is needed in cold
weather," Clark said. "We have
coats, jackets, scarves and
gloves and hats and blankets,

Shirley P. Dial
but we also have begun to put
together hygiene bags with
small toiletry items like shampoo and soap and we give those
out."
All items that leave the store
are free unless someone wants
to make a donation.
As the weather began to get
cool during the fall the supplies
dwindled some but are now

beginning to pick back up. One
woman recently brought a bag
of brand new blankets.
"We will have people say they
got new sweaters at Christmas
and so they’ll bring us their
older ones," Clark said, who
says she and fellow volunteers
are collecting and giving out
other clothing items as well.
Then during the summer they
give away summer clothes.
"My favorite Bible verse has
always been Luke 3:11," she
said. "He that hath two coats, let
him impart to him that hath
none, and he that hath meat, let
him do likewise."
Clark explained with her fulltime position she is spending
most Saturday mornings after
10 a.m. there at the store at 205C Fleming Street, and other
times she’ll need to make
appointments at lunch or after
work hours.
Anyone wishing to make
donations or seeking warm
clothings and blankets can call
or text Clark at 864-923-1879.
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You don’t have to wait for your
tax return when you can
purchase with

Here are complete statistics
(from the coroner’s office for
2018:
2018
Laurens
County
Coroner’s Off ice Statistics
Natural Causes – 500
Motor Vehicles – 35
Suicide – 21
Homicide – 3
Overdose – 12
Alcohol Poisoning – 1
Accidental – 2
Drowning – 2
Infant – 2
Fire – 2
Pending – 3
Total – 583
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NO MONEY DOWN!

Financing For All Budgets • Delivery & Set-up Available

Furnishings• Appliances • Accessories • Bedding • And More
100 Laurens St. • Clinton • 864-547-1700
(Old Badcock Furniture building) • www.homesweethomeinteriors.net

like us
on

Dr. McCartha & Dr. McClary

ORTHODONTICS
Specializing in Braces and Invisalign
for Children, Adolescents, Adults
Temporomandibular Joint Treatment
FOR FREE CONSULTATION CALL

833-4343

Conveniently located behind Laurens County Hospital

www.mccortho.com

BE A SWEETHEART
and help those in need!
The Laurens County Advertiser
Is Sponsoring A Supply Drive For

HOSPICE OF LAURENS COUNTY

Bottled Water •Individually Wrapped Chips, Cheez-its, Cheetos
Individually Wrapped Rice Krispy Treats and Debbie Cakes
Chocolate Candy/Mini Candy Bars • Breakfast Bars
Trail Mix Microwavable Popcorn • Individually
Wrapped Candy/Gum • 1 Subject Notebooks
Hand Sanitizer • Napkins • Paper Plates
Plastic Cups •Adult Wipes •Dish Detergent
Laundry Detergent • Ensure (Any Flavor)

Donations will be accepted through
Feb. 14 at our office located at
226 W. Laurens St., Laurens
Mon.-Thurs. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. & Friday 8 a.m-noon.
Monetary donations are also appreciated.

A New Year
A New You
2019 January Special

0
$
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$

Joining Fee

+

Fees in January

NO CONTRACTS.
NO JOINING FEE.
NO FEES FOR JANUARY.
DISCOVER YOUR Y.
• Offers Available To Non-Members Only •

LAURENS YMCA
410 ANDERSON DRIVE • LAURENS • 864-984-2626

