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The dos and don'ts of
wedding proposals

People ready to “pop the
question” may wonder about
the right way to initiate an
engagement proposal.

Because a marriage propos-
al is such a memorable
moment in a couples’ lives
together, those doing the pro-
posing often go to great
lengths to ensure things go
smoothly. While there is no
proposal playbook, these
guidelines can assist those
ready to take the leap.

* Add a personal touch. It’s
easy to get caught up in mak-
ing a marriage proposal a
spectacle or something wor-
thy of a social media post. But
taking a sweetheart back to a
special place that recalls a sig-
nificant moment can set the
backdrop for a memorable
proposal. Incorporating the
place you first met or a spe-
cial song into the proposal
can make it that much more
personal and meaningful.

e Embrace the old-fash-
ioned. It may be romantic to
step back in time and follow
the traditions of yesteryear.

Show respect to future in-
laws by speaking to them
about intentions to propose
and ask for their blessings.
Get down on bended knee
when asking for a sweet-
heart’s hand. Such gestures
add up to meaningful expres-
sions of love.

¢ Consider timing. A per-
son may be so excited to pro-
pose that he or she fails to
consider how the other per-
son in the relationship is feel-
ing. If that person is over-
whelmed by work projects or
stressed about upcoming
events, consider waiting to
propose at a more relaxed
time.

e Enlist help from others. It
can be a challenge to keep
your excitement hidden
while collecting information
about a future spouse’s likes
and dislikes. Ask friends and
close family members to be
your accomplices so that
information can be gathered
without generating suspi-
cion. This can be especially
helpful when finding the per-

fect ring.

e Keep it simple. The more
complex a proposal, the more
opportunities for things to go
wrong. Simplicity, even if it
means keeping the proposal
to yourself until the question
has been popped, can make
for an extra special moment.

Marriage proposals happen
every day. With humor, confi-
dence and a heart full of love,
popping the question can be a
success.

Restaurant proposal tips.

Marriage proposals inside
restaurants are popular ways
to pop the question. Many
couples find proposing over a
candlelit meal is a romantic
way to get engaged, provid-
ing a perfect setting to begin a
life together.

Even though restaurant
proposals have been popular-
ized by television sitcoms
and movies on the big screen,
those taking this route should
do some homework before
sitting down to eat. As with
all components of wedding
planning, it’s essential to get
the proposal right to create
lasting, positive memories.

DO choose a place with the
right ambience. If you do not
have a favorite restaurant in
mind, go online and do some
research for picturesque or
romantic  establishments.
Many online reviews now
include images, which can
help you find the right set-
ting.

DO make a reservation. An
engagement should not be

Make every anniversary

Wedding anniversaries pro-
vide opportunities for cou-
ples to reflect and relive the
excitement of their wedding
days. Anniversaries can easi-
ly be forgotten amid the hus-
tle and bustle of daily life, but
many couples are making
concerted efforts to ensure
their anniversaries are cele-
brated as the special occa-
sions they are.

A first wedding anniver-
sary is a special one. Some
couples celebrate their first
anniversaries by enjoying a
piece of wedding cake that
has been properly preserved
in the freezer. Couples may
also dance to their wedding
songs or enjoy a nice dinner
at a favorite restaurant. The
first anniversary also is a time
to pull out the wedding video
or photo album and remi-
nisce about the wedding day.
Anniversaries are a great way
for couples to celebrate their

time together by stepping
away from e-mails, text mes-
sages, work obligations, and
even mundane everyday
tasks to once again remember
a day and moment that
changed their lives forever.
Those who may need a little
inspiration celebrating their
anniversaries can consider
these suggestions.

e Have dinner at your
reception site. Find out if the
reception site, which may be
a catering hall or restaurant,
serves dinner or brunch.
Make a reservation and enjoy
celebrating in the spot where
the memories all began.

e Take a second honey-
moon. Honor wedding mem-
ories by booking a second
honeymoon at a special loca-
tion.

e Throw a party. Use your
anniversary as an excuse to
have friends or family over
for a party. Be sure to include

your wedding song on the
music playlist.

e (Create a romantic
evening.  Rekindle  the

romance by pulling out all
the stops, complete with a
nice homecooked meal, can-
dles and mood music.

left to chance. Call ahead and
speak with a manager and
mention that you will be
orchestrating a proposal.
Find out if the restaurant will
help you make it extra spe-
cial. Some may decorate your
table with favorite flowers or
provide a specific champagne
once the proposal has been
accepted.

DON'T propose at the
beginning of the meal. Set the
scene with conversation and
start to enjoy as much of the
food as possible. Take time to
enjoy the service, food and
beverages. Some appetizers
and a little wine in your
stomach can ease pre-propos-
al jitters as well.

DON'T forget the ring. The
ring is its own spectacle, but
there are ways to present it in
an even more glorious light.
Plan ahead so that the ring is
tied to an exquisite tea cup
brought out during dessert
service. Or, if you're worried
about putting the ring in the
hands of others, bring along a
hand-painted plate that asks
“Will You Marry Me?” The
wait staff can cover the ques-
tion with the entreé or a
dessert. As your partner eats,
the message will become
clear.

DO expect a scene.
Proposing marriage in a
restaurant is bound to cause a
big reaction — tears included.
If you're not comfortable
with public displays, you
may want to reconsider pop-
ping the question in such a
public setting.

DO consider a weeknight.
Restaurants are less busy on
weeknights than weekends,
S0 you can expect a more inti-
mate  setting =~ Monday
through Thursday than you
might find Friday through
Sunday.
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Wedding anniversaries
present ideal opportunities
for couples to reminisce
about their trip down the
aisle and all the entertaining
moments from the wedding.

They’re also opportunities
to connect as a couple and
focus on each other.

Get the most out of bridal shows

Recently engaged couples
may be excited to get a jump
on wedding planning. Bridal
shows can be a great way for
couples to meet and familiar-
ize themselves with local
wedding professionals, all
the while introducing them-
selves to the terminology of
wedding planning.

Though they're a great
source of information, con-
tacts and samples, bridal
shows also can be a bit over-
whelming. Learning how to
maximize time spent at
shows can help couples plan
their weddings as efficiently
as possible.

e Start small. If the idea of
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large crowds is unappealing,
attend the more intimate,
boutique shows that are often
held at local reception halls
and restaurants instead of the
larger installations at conven-
tion centers and hotels.

e Scout out vendors. Check
the bridal show’s website for
lists of exhibitors and see if
your desired vendors are on
the list. But even if they're
not, keep an open mind and
use the show as a chance to
compare offerings. If an event
map is available, marking off
must-visit booths can help
save time.

¢ Pre-register. Pre-register-
ing for bridal events saves
time at check-in, and doing so

may make you eligible for
discounted tickets.

e Come prepared. Chances
are each vendor is going to
ask couples for information
so that they can follow up
with a phone call or e-mail
with more detailed offerings
and estimates. Couples
attending the show can expe-
diate the process by coming
equipped with labels that fea-
ture their names, contact
information and wedding
date. They can then stick the
labels on sign-in sheets or use
them like business cards.

e Dress comfortably. Bridal
expos involve a lot of walk-
ing and roaming around.
Wear comfortable clothing
and shoes. Consider a back-
pack or hands-free bag so you
are not weighed down when
collecting the swag and other
handouts throughout the day.

e Ask questions. When
face-to-face with vendors,
rely on their expertise but
don’t hesitate to ask ques-
tions concerning themes, col-
ors, recommendations for
honeymoon locations, invita-
tion paper suggestions and
much more.

e Stay for the fashion show.
Many shows will offer a run-

way experience to present the
latest gown and tuxedo offer-
ings. This can be an entertain-
ing way for couples to formu-
late their wedding styles.

Wedding shows introduce
couples to vendors and set
them on the path to making
decisions regarding the plan-
ning of their weddings.

Facilities available for up to 250 people!

Phone 419-396-6830

121 E. Findlay Street

Weddmgs anniversaries, partics, etc. 4 Reasonably priced
) DVD & ‘ 419-396-7991, 419-619-9244
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12th Annual Tiffin Altrusa
"More Than Just

a Bridal Fair"
Sunday, Jan. 20, 2019

Meadowbrook
Ballroom in Bascom
Noon to 3 p.m.
Tickets $5 at the door
Grand prize bridal and
guest prize package

For additional information contact: Carol Hammer at 419-618-1946,
or Joyce Lather at 419-618-2144 or email us at tiffinaltrusabridal@yahoo.com.
Proceeds benefit Tiffin Altrusa service projects in Seneca County.
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Hall rental

- FOR - )9
receptions v
* bachelor or
bachelorette
parties
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* bridal and baby
showers
company parties ‘@|
and meetings 1

call 419-396-6666

Mon.-Fri. from 9 am.-5 p.m., for more information ~

.\/\!Q_/G\_/G\..‘F .

@@T “T

Save the Date
THE COURIER 35TH ANNUAL

BRIDAL
—EXPO

Sunday, March 31, 2019 | 11a.m. - 3p.m.
The CUBE 3430 N. Main St. | Findlay, OH

For more information, visit our website at CourierBridal.com.
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Mobile D] Service

"Make your celebration unforgettable
with the best in sound, lighting,
and entertainment.”

Ted Reinhart

567.343.1632
facebook.com/MusicMenD]
TheMusicMenDJ.com
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Get set for the A

great wedding event! (:
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Book your bachelor and
bachelorette parties
or wedding receptions at

Ohio VFW Charities
Carey VFW Post #3759

Carey, Ohio
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