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down as Columbus County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies and 
detectives executed search 
and arrest warrants on 
June 29.
 Sheriff ’s Vice-Narcot-
ics detectives capped a 
six-month investigation 
prompted by citizen com-
plaints with a massive show 
of  force that included SWAT 
teams descending on the of-
fice on East 5th Street and 
two nearby homes owned 
by Dr. John Whan Kim.
 Dr. Kim, 71, and his 
assistant and girlfriend 
Tammy Lynn Thompson, 
52, face dozens of  charges 
in a long running criminal 
enterprise, David said.
 Doing business as an 
adult care physicians’ office, 
Dr. Kim dispensed thou-
sands of  opioid narcotics 
for patients without a docu-
mented medical need for the 
drugs, generating up to $3 
million in just six months, 
David said.
 Kim and Thompson re-
mained in custody as 2018 
ended, Kim’s bond initially 
set at $5.8 million, Thomp-
son’s bond increased to $3.45 
million days after her arrest.
 Getting out of  jail was not 
supposed to be easy, with 
District Court Judge Jason 
Disbrow granting a prosecu-
tion motion to require that 
the source of  any bond be 
verified before either are 
released.
 “We want to be sure that 
they are not released with 
illegally gotten funds,” 
David said. Proceeds from 
illegal drug sales, David 
said, would be considered 
illegally obtained funds.
 Dr. Kim was charged 
with unlawfully prescribing 
controlled substances with 
no medical purpose and 
conspiracy to sell and de-
liver marijuana, two counts 
each of  conspiring to traffic 
opium and over prescribing 
controlled substances, and 
three counts of  maintaining 
a dwelling, both his office 
and home on Stake Road, Ta-
bor City, for the purpose sale 
and delivery of  controlled 
substances.
 Thompson was charged 
with conspiracy to sell and 
deliver marijuana, three 
counts of  trafficking opium 
or heroin, five counts of  
maintaining a dwelling for 
the sale and delivery of  
controlled substances, and 

six counts each of  sale and 
delivery of  marijuana and 
possession with intent to sell 
and deliver marijuana.
 Both were initially 
charged with sale and deliv-
ery of  controlled substances 
within 1,000 feet of  a school. 
Both the medical office on 
East 5th Street and Dr. Kim’s 
house are within sight of  
Tabor City Elementary 
School, the office separated 
from the campus by a chain 
link fence.
 Additional warrants 
were later served on both 
Kim and Thompson.
 New charges for Dr. 
Kim include four counts 
of  trafficking opiates; two 
of  selling a controlled sub-
stance within 1,000 feet of  a 
school; two for possession 
with intent to manufacture, 
sell and deliver opiates; 
one for of  possession with 
intent to manufacture, sell 
and deliver marijuana; an 
another count of  possession 
with intent to sell and deliver 
prescription drugs.
 Thompson’s new charges 
include seven counts of  sell-
ing a controlled substance 
within 1,000 feet of  a school; 
two counts of  possession 
with intent to manufacture, 
sell and deliver opiates; one 
count each of  possession 
with intent to manufacture, 
sell and deliver opiates and 
marijuana; felony posses-
sion with intent to manu-
facture, sell and deliver 
marijuana and opiates; and 
four counts of  trafficking 
opiates.

7) Rail tourism
 Rail tourism linking 
Conway and Tabor City, a 
secret concept in the imagi-
nation of  leaders in both 
municipalities for two years, 
became public in late April 
with a weekend fact-finding 
excursion through the west-
ern Carolinas, northeastern 
Georgia and southern Ten-
nessee.
 A total of  20 delegates, 
elected and appointed lead-
ers, a reporter and some 
spouses heard from leaders 
in Dillsboro in Western 
North Carolina, Blue Ridge 
and McCaysville in Georgia, 
and Copper Hill, Tennes-
see about their respective 
experiences with tourist 
railroads.
 They all said tapping 
the formally freight ori-

ented rail lines for passenger 
tourism excursions had 
reaped positive rewards, re-
vived struggling or dormant 
economies, and presented a 
variety of  opportunities and 
challenges, parking the most 
often mentioned.
 Capping the list of  pre-
senters was Robert Franzen, 
President of  Sylva based 
Steam Services of  America, 
who said he would like to 
realize his long-held dream 
of  operating a tourism based 
railway in Conway, with 
regular excursions to Tabor 
City coupled with shorter, 
specialty events including 
dinner theaters, a Polar 
Express at Christmas, and 
more.
 “I think I’m the right can-
didate to help pull this thing 
off,” Franzen told the Tabor 
City and Conway delegates.
 Nothing will happen im-
mediately, Tabor City Town 
Manager Al Leonard said. 
R.J. Corman Railroad, own-
ers of  the track and operator 
of  a freight service on it, is in-
vesting millions of  dollars in 
track improvements that are 
now underway, including 
nearly $10 million awarded 
through the federal govern-
ment’s TIGER program.
 That work has begun 
where the Corman line con-
nects to the national CSX 
system in Marion County, 
and will work its way along 
the track through Nichols, 
Fair Bluff, Chadbourn, Ta-
bor City, then heading back 
into South Carolina and 
ending in Conway.
 That project is expected 
to take two years, important 
time if  this dream is to be-
come reality, Leonard said.
 In the meantime Tabor 
City has commissioned a 
plan for downtown revital-
ization that could chart a 
course for its future, with or 

without the railroad tourism 
project.
 There’s much left to be 
done, but so far there have 
been no hard, fast road-
blocks to the effort.

8) Bringing back main
 Bringing Back Main 
(BBM), a new downtown 
revitalization effort spear-
headed by Tabor City mer-
chants and citizens, got 
off to a good start on Good 
Friday with the launch of  
a well-received “Market on 
Live Oak” series downtown.
 Crafts, produce, local 
fruits and vegetables were 
on display in the Ritz Stage 
parking area off of  Live Oak 
Street, initially with Friday 
and Saturday operating 
hours, scaled back a bit later.
 BBM leaders included 
Pam Byrd and Nelson Lee, 
with all involved calling it a 
grassroots effort to support 
the town, including town 
government and the Greater 
Tabor City Chamber of  Com-
merce, though it operates 
independently of  both.
 “We want to do some 
things to spruce up down-
town,” said Lee, who at the 
time owned and operated 
The Todd House restau-
rant and catering business. 
“We’re talking about putting 
in benches, new trash cans, 
flowers, and planning activi-
ties.
 “Some of  the downtown 
merchants want to do some 
things, not to take the place 
of  the chamber, but to try to 
do some things to enhance 
what the Chamber of  Com-
merce is doing.
 “We’re not trying to re-
invent the wheel, here. We 
have a fine town, we have a 
wonderful town, we’re just 
trying to polish it up, to do 
a few things that can help 

out.”
 BBM efforts to date have 
included benches and hang-
ing baskets downtown, well 
received by merchants and 
customers.
 Christmas on Main, a 
BBM effort on Dec. 15, 
proved an unqualified suc-
cess despite some miserable 
weather, with children of  all 
ages taking part in a variety 
of  activities throughout the 
day.

9) Restaurants
 Two landmark Tabor 
City restaurants were closed 
during 2018, The Todd House 
permanently in late October, 
Dale’s Seafood temporarily 
following a June 15 blaze that 
gutted the building, rebuild-
ing delayed until fall and still 
underway as the year ended.
 Lightning was blamed 
for the Dale’s Seafood blaze, 
though the strike that 
dimmed lights in the res-
taurant came hours before 
flames burst through the 
roof  in the early morning 
of  that Friday.
 Sue and Rusty Tyson, 
owners and operators of  the 
restaurant built for them in 
1985 by Sue’s father, said the 
loss was devastating, even as 
though vowed to rebuild.
 Sue said an employee not-
ed that the “boom” of  nearby 
thunder mid-afternoon on 
June 14 was followed by a 
significant dimming of  the 
lights throughout the res-
taurant.”
 “Then they came back 
up,” Sue said. “We never 
smelled any smoke, there 
was nothing out of  the or-
dinary that night.”
 Investigators could not 
say for sure that lighting 
was responsible, but surveil-
lance video ruled out any 
intentional cause, showing 

smoke descending from the 
ceiling, hours after the last 
customer or employee left 
for the night.
 Insurance and cost fac-
tors have resulted in con-
struction changes in what 
was a wooden structure, now 
mostly metal but designed 
to resemble the original 
restaurant as closely as 
possible. Dale’s Seafood is 
expected to re-open late this 
month or in early February.
 News that the Todd House 
would close at the end of  Oc-
tober, with one final North 
Carolina Yam Festival at 
Tabor City in the books, 
came just weeks earlier with 
owner Nelson Lee putting a 
sign out front, and posting 
an announcement on social 
media.
 Lee has been a student at 
NC State University when 
his parents bought the busi-
ness in 1976. It was founded 
by the late Mary Todd in 
1923.
 “It’s been a hard deci-
sion, very tough,” Nelson 
said hours after making the 
decision public.
 He called the announce-
ment “a sad day and a happy 
day for me and my family” 
but that it was the right deci-
sion for them, and for many 
of  the employees.
 “Most of  my employees 
are 60 years old or older,” 
Nelson said. “I think they’re 
ready, too.”
 Nelson said he and the 
family had big plans for 
the restaurant a decade 
ago, deciding to shut down 
the boarding house and to 
make extensive renovations 
to that space and to create 
a bistro, a different more 
upscale dining experience.
 Then came the great re-
cession of  2008.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Southern 
champions
 The Eagles of  Douglas 
High School walked away 
from the Southeastern 
Athletic Association Tour-
nament as basketball 
champions.
 The Eagles defeated the 
Central Hornets of  White-
ville and the Westside 
squad from Chadbourn. 
Jonathon House is the 
Eagles’ coach.

 ’Twas the day after the holiday, perhaps Christmas 
Day
 When the Grinch made his last Yuletide play.
 His thievery was brazen
 So callous, so cruel.
 His target, not cool,
 Was at the Post Office at Nakina,
 A mailbox for Santa’s letters.
 But the Grinch, he was proven a fool.
 Those letters were gone, already read at the North 
Pole
 Santa’s deliveries, complete to the opposite pole.
 Now some of the sheriff’s finest are on the lookout, 
you see.
 And if they can put cuffs on the Grinch,
 The county jail is where he will be. – Deuce Niven

Grinch takes Santa’s mailbox

 Sheriff  Jody Greene’s 
administration is off to a 
quick and productive start, 
with more arrests, drug vio-
lation charges and incidents 
cleared by arrest between 
Dec. 3 and 18 than compared 
to the same time frame a year 
ago.
 Chief  Deputy Aaron Her-
ring compiled the stats re-
flecting the brief  time frame 
since Greene was sworn into 
office on Dec. 3. Herring said 
the statistics also reflect im-
proved morale in the office, 
with deputies working hard, 
arrests up 42 percent in the 
15-day time frame.
 Total arrests for the 
period were reported at 92, 
up from 53 a year earlier. 
Criminal charges up 161 
from 92, drug violations 
charged 24 compared to 20, 
and incidents cleared by ar-
rest reported at 46 compared 
to 33 in 2017.
 Sheriff  Greene said he 
is proud of  changes he has 
implemented, which he cred-
ited for the increase in arrest 
numbers.     – Deuce Niven

Sheriff reports 
arrests are up

By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com

 A Chadbourn area man 
appears to have been shot 
dead outside his home, 
prompting a homicide in-
vestigation by the Columbus 
County Sheriff’s Office.
 Deputies responded to 
the Williams Road home of  
Dennis Jerome Smith Jr. just 
after 8 p.m. Saturday. Smith, 
29, was outside the home, 
dead of  an apparent gunshot 
wound, a news release from 
Sheriff Jody Greene said.
 An autopsy is to be con-
ducted at the Office of  the 
State Medical Examiner in 
Raleigh this week.
 Anyone with “informa-
tion concerning the events 
surrounding Mr. Smith’s 
homicide” should contact 
Lt. Barber or Sgt. Parker 
at the Columbus County 
Sheriff’s Office, 910-642-6551.

Man shot 
dead outside 
his home

Deanglo Lewis

By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com

 On the run for nearly half  
the year, Deanglo Lewis is in 
custody on a series of  felony 
warrants in an incident last 
July that took place in Tabor 
City.
 Lewis, 31, of  Queen Street 
was arrested by Columbus 
County Sheriff’s Office depu-
ties on Dec. 28, charged with 
going armed to the terror of  
the people, assault by point-
ing a gun, possession of  a 
firearm by a felon, commu-
nicating threats, four counts 
of  failing to appear in court, 
and four counts of  violating 
terms of  his surrender bond.
 Lewis was held at the 
Columbus County Detention 
Center in Whiteville under 
bonds totaling $205,500, jail 
records show.
 Charges against Lewis 
stem from a July 8, 2018 

incident on Grace Street, 
accused by Melody Watson, 
52 and Allen Watson, 31, 
that Lewis pulled a gun 
from his waistband during 
an argument at pointed it 
at Watson while making 
threats, reports from Officer 
Christopher Cotton said. 
 When Ms. Watson asked 
Lewis why he had pulled 
a gun on her son, Lewis 
responded “while showing 
his gun in his waistband that 
(he) had 15 shots and would 
use all of  them,” the report 
said.

On the run 
for months, 
Lewis jailed

Two charged in robbery, shooting
By DEUCE NIVEN

tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com
 An armed robbery attempt that 
turned violent near Chadbourn last 
week resulted in the arrest of  two men 
during the weekend, one from Tabor 
City, Columbus County Sheriff’s Of-
fice reports show.
 Jeffery Jayquawn Daniels, 21, of  
Ten Mile Road, was charged with 
common law robbery and attempted 
robbery with a dangerous weapon, 
arrested Dec. 29, reports show. He was 
held at the Columbus County Deten-
tion Center under a $25,000 bond.
 Lamarquise Rashaad Pollard, 
20, of  James B. White Hwy North, 
Whiteville, was charged with the 
same crimes, and with assault with 

a deadly weapoin with intent to kill 
inflicting serious injury, discharging 
a weapon into occupied property re-
sulting in serious bodily injury, and 
discharging a weapon into occupied 
property, also arrested Dec. 29. His 
bond was set at $100,000 secured.
 Daniels is charged in an incident 
that took place just after midnight 
on Dec. 28 on Georgia Pacific Road 
at Spring Hill Drive, sheriff’s spokes-
woman Michelle Tatum said.
 Deputies found Jackson T. Hil-
bourn, 19, and Austin L. Reaves, 21, 
both of  Chadbourn. Both said they 
had been shot at, apparently during 
a robbery attempt, with Hilbourn 
struck by a bullet in the area of  his 
elbow, the injury not life threatening.


