2

TABOR-LORIS TRIBUNE

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2019

Rail service

New time, new
place, short meet

(Continued from Page 1)
Long time gone
Dormant since the tracks
fell into disrepair in 2011, the
line was restored after RJ
Corman purchased the rail
line in 2015, trains rolling
again for the first time in
2016, but moving slowly.
“Since the purchase, we
have invested about $3 million in the line,” Quinn said.
“Although we have trains
running now, it’s at 10 miles
an hour speed.”
RJ Corman announced
that it had been awarded a
$9.8 million TIGER grant
on Saturday, those funds to
repair bridges and lines to
speed the locomotives.
Nine bridges will be repaired, and a 220-foot bridge
in Conway will be rebuilt.
“You’ll see over 60 people
here for the next several
years,” Quinn said. “It’s a
multiyear project.”
When the project is complete, estimated in spring
2022, trains will move up to
25 miles per hour.
Funding for the project
is also coming from the
state, Horry, Marion and
Columbus counties, the
news release said.

By JENN CAUSEY
tribjenn@
tabor-loris.com

Leaders from RJ Corman Rail Group, Horry
County and Conway talk
after posing for a ceremonial ground breaking.
Those speaking earlier
included, from left in the
bottom photo, Rodney
Berry, Johnny Gardner,
and RJ Corman’s Ed
Quinn.
(Deuce Niven, TLT)

Flood buyouts get initial FEMA OK
By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com

A lifeline for some residents of
Burns and Sanders streets in Tabor
City has been thrown by the Federal Emergency Management Agency,
Town Manager Al Leonard said Tuesday.
FEMA officials notified town government last week that initial approval
has been given for homes on those
streets to be accepted into the federal
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program
(HMGP).
It’s the first, but not final approval
needed for FEMA to buy-out frequently
flooded homes, ending cycles of flood
and repair by allow home owners an

opportunity to find housing on higher
ground.
Five homes on Burns Street, a
fifth on Sanders have initial HMGP
approval, those cases now headed to
Washington, DC for additional review,
Leonard said.
It’s a “slow program,” Leonard
said, final approval will take time.
Some homes in the Fair Bluff area
were awarded HMGP funding in the
aftermath of Hurricane Mathew in
2016, but those homeowners have yet
to receive checks, Leonard said.
Still, Leonard said this first approval
was promising, even if it means some
town residents may leave.
“We want Tabor City to grow,”
Leonard said. “We don’t want people

to leave. But HMGP is designed to assist these property owners who have
been financially really devastated by
these floods. These are all friends, we
want what is best for them.”
Two homes, on each on Burns
and Dyson streets, will be bought out
through a separate program, Leonard
said. Those buyouts are “locked in” as
part of a Community Development
Block Grant (CDBG) project.
A key difference between those
buyouts, Leonard says, is that CDBG
assists property owners in their relocation efforts. HMGP procedures involve
paying home owners for their property,
and leaves finding new housing up to
them.

‘Water management’ effort pitched to county

Columbus County’s water problems have more to
do with management than
flooding, Soil and Water Conservation Director Edward
Davis told county commissioners Monday.
His presentation served
as early notices of an ambitious plan to bring five new
“Watershed/Stream Management” coordinators to
serve seven eastern North
Carolina counties plagued
by flooding during hurricanes and other extreme
weather events.˜
Columbus County and
southeastern North Carolina have plenty of drainage,
Edwards said, provided by
miles of federal funded
ditches and canals, most dug
in the 1960s.
Federal funds to maintain
those ditches has dried up in
the past two decades, with

many now at least partially
filled with sediment, vegetation and fallen trees, backing
up quickly when heavy rains
come.
Beaver dams also contribute to the problem, David
said.
State conservation leaders have been looking for
solutions for some time, Davis said, and have developed
early plans for a two-year
pilot program that would
begin in the summer of 2020.
State level support from the
Soil and Water Association
has already been received,
and efforts to secure state
funding for the effort have
begun.
It’s too soon to say what
the county might be asked to
pay, Davis said, but he suggested that municipalities
that would benefit from the
effort might be able to offer

support.
County Manager Mike
Stephens said Whiteville
Manager Darren Currie
has already asked about
efforts to mitigate flooding
from Soules Swamp, and
Tabor City Town Manager
Al Leonard on Tuesday
said town leaders would
certainly be willing “to have
that conversation” with the
county.
Counties that could be
part of the project include
Columbus, Bladen, Robeson,
Craven, Currituck and Dare,
Edwards said.
In Columbus County
more than 1,100 miles of
streams flow water from
9 to 12 months each year,
Davis said, and many more
streams flow for lesser periods, “thousands of miles.”
Managing that water flow
will require equipment to get

By JENN CAUSEY
tribjenn@tabor-loris.com

Neighbors helping Neighbors is an organization that
helps people and charities
throughout Horry County.
Five churches have members who not only choose
whom to help in the community, but prepare the
food. They begin the day
before each event prepping
and cooking the food, which
takes all night.
Buck Creek Foundation
recently leased the old
Clardy Nursery on Monroe
Street in Loris to create a
property that will harvest
independence in people with
special needs.
Now called Giving Hope
Gardens, the property is
undergoing renovations that
will make it a safe learning
environment for its students.

Proceeds from the barbeque sale will benefit a
summer program for the
students, the garden and
nursery.
Students have previously sold wreaths and
birdhouses, the funds raised
far less than what organizers hope to generate selling
thousands of barbeque
plates, and why volunteers
are crucial.
Those interested in volunteering are asked to meet
at Loris First Presbyterian
Church at 7 p.m. next Thursday, Feb. 7.
For details call Dale Holt
at 843-421-8750 or Lori Suggs
at 843-902-3039.
For information concerning Neighbors Helping
Neighbors call Cary Blackwell at 843-443-5620.

Two non-profit groups unite to
help others, volunteers needed
Two area non-prof it
groups are joining forces
to help others, kicking off
with a big barbecue sale
scheduled for Friday, Feb.
22, and they are asking for
help.
Neighbors Helping
Neighbors Organization
and Giving Hope Gardens
affiliated with the Buck
Creek Foundation will hold
the barbecue sale from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 4 to 6 p.m.
at Loris First Presbyterian
Church.
Tickets are on sale now
for $8 per plate, with delivery
available for ten or more
orders, with guaranteed
delivery for specific lunch
or supper times.

Loris Council

This Saturday

Roseland Fire BBQ

Roseland Volunteer Fire Department hosts its annual barbecue
plate fundraiser this Saturday.
Sales begin at 11 a.m., and will
continue until the food is gone. Cost
is $8 per plate, eat in or take out,
and tickets are available now from

Roseland firefighters. Each plate
will include barbecue, slaw, sweet
potato fries, and baked beans.
All are invited. Roseland Fire
Department is located on Clarendon
Chadbourn Road at Roseland Road.

into very isolated areas, to
drag boats and other equipment, and a cooperative
effort with Horry County,
which is also looking at
water issues involving the
Waccamaw River, and others.
“If we do all we can without them doing anything it
will be all for naught,” Davis
said of Horry County’s interest.
Water management is the
key, he said.
“If we look at it as water
management rather than a
drainage problem, legislators and environmental
groups will support our
efforts,” Davis said.

Meeting in a new place
at a new time, Loris City
Council kept business for
February brief Monday,
taking about 15-minutes
to work through a short
agenda.
Mayor pro tem Todd
Harrelson presided over
council’s first regular 6
p.m. meeting, the change
from 7 p.m. approved last
month. With City Hall
still uninhabitable due to
damage from Hurricane
Florence last September,
council has found a new
home at the American Legion Hut on Main Street,
at least for now.
Mayor Henry Nichols
was again away from the
council session due to
illness.
City Administrator
Damon Kempski said he
meets every other Thursday with Emergency
Management officials on
the federal and state levels working on solutions
to the City Hall problem.
“We have three options,” Kempski told
council. “Going back to
the building as is, going
back into the building
with a different footprint

or going into a new building.”
Hydraulic study
Public Works Director
Brandon Harrelson told
council that a hydraulic
study for the city is complete and will be available
in two weeks for review,
copies to be e-mailed to
council.
Harrelson said tile
replacement at the end
of Circle Drive and Bryant Street should help
prevent sinkhole issues
in the area.
Though the tiles are
the same size, they were
replaced with “eight foot
joints instead of four feet
joint sections.”
Repairs to For rest
Drive will be the focus
of discussions with state
transportation officials
later this week, Harrelson said.
Prayer breakfast
Another monthly
prayer breakfast is scheduled for 7 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 12, at Emmanuel
Seventh Day Adventist
Church, located at 1109
Liberty Church Road in
Loris, council was told.
Open to the public,
these breakfasts typically
last about an hour.

Cut fiber disrupts
9-1-1 service in C.C.
By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@
tabor-loris.com
A fibre line maintained by CenturyLink,
apparently cut overnight,
was responsible for an
outage that prevented
most Verizon customers
in a broad swath of southeastern North Carolina
of placing 9-1-1 calls for
more than 12 hours Tuesday.
Columbus County’s
9-1-1 Center was among
those impacted, promoting Emergency Services
Director to announce an
alternative phone number Tuesday morning.
That non-emergency
number to the county’s

9-1-1 center is 910-6401428.
CenturLink crews
replaced the line, the NC
Department of Information Technology said
in an afternoon news
release, but did not say
where the line was cut.
Verizon reported that
the trouble be3gan about
1:21 a.m. Tuesday, a company e-mail to the county
said.
Affected 911 centers
also included those in
Bladen, Harnett, Hoke,
Moore, Onslow, Sampson,
Duplin, and Cumberland
counties; Jacksonville,
Camp LeJeune, Holly
Springs, Fayetteville,
Sanford, and Ft. Bragg.

