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Recovered body
was missing
Horry man
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dead, others saying “he was
alive and somewhere holed
up.”
Grissett, the report said,
“has no known mental issues, does not wander off,
and keeps in touch with his
family.”
A curve on US 701 just across the state line in South Carolina has claimed

A Loris man arrested in
Tabor City on Brunswick
county theft and weapon
charges is among the recent
reports on file at the Tabor
City Police Department:

Incidents
• Jason Terry Elliot, 46,
was the victim of a break-in
of this 2010 Ford F-150 truck
outside his Ridge Drive
home, a Jan. 21 report by
Lt. Richard Kosloski said.
Two laptop computers worth
more than $1,500 total, tools
worth $300, $150 in cash, two
wallets, two bank cards and
his driver’s license were
reported stolen.
• Tomi Sue Ensor, 46, of
Jones Street, was the victim
of a break-in and damage to
property at the Gore Street
home of her mother, a Jan.
12 report by Officer Ronald
Edwards said. Damage was
reported to a power meter,
the door to a storage building, with a ladder and plastic
gas can reported stolen, the
report said.
• Jason Dewayne Mills, 36,
was the victim of theft of
a 100 gallon propane tank
taken from outside his East
5th Street home, a Jan. 11 report by Officer Christopher
Cotton said.
• Patricia R. Lowe, 40, of
Tabor Commons Assisted
Living, was the victim of a
break-in of her 2013 Chevrolet Tahoe on US 701 Bypass
and theft of $120 cash, a
credit and Social Security
card, and a $20 wallet, a Jan.
3 report by Lt. Richard Kosloski said.
• Taylor Marianne Beck,
20, of Swamp Fox Hwy West,
told police she was hit and
pushed out of a moving vehicle on Stake Road, a Jan.
28 report by Officer Stephen
Conner said. Beck had no
apparent injuries, the report
said.
- Deuce Niven

Oops

Loris man, in TC, arrested
on Brunswick charges

Charges
• Gary Shawn Cox, 29, of
Hwy 930, Loris, was charged
with larceny of a firearm
and possession of a firearm
by a felon, a Jan. 31 report
by Lt. Richard Kosloski said.
Cox, located in the Marathon
parking lot, was charged on a
Brunswick County Sheriff’s
Office warrant alleging that
he admitted guilt to a felony
larceny charge in Columbus
County in 2009, and had
possession of a stolen .22
caliber Derringer handgun
and another semi-automatic
handgun between July 21
and 27 of 2018. Both guns
were stolen in Brunswick
County, the warrants said.
• Anthony Dale Batten,
40, of East 4th Avenue,
Chadbourn, was charged
with obtaining a controlled
substance by fraud, accused
of obtaining 129 Oxycodone
tablets by fraudulently signing for a prescription at the
Walgreens in Tabor City, a
report by Capt. Greg Sibbett
said. Batten was picked up
by Chadbourn police on Jan.
30 after they found him in the
town working on a roof.
• Dusty Paul Matthews, 31,
of Catelyn Village, Tabor
City, was charged with assault with a deadly weapon,
communicating threats, and
failing to appear in court, a
Jan. 30 Columbus County
Detention Center report
said.
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By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com
A body recovered near
Tabor City last month week
ago has been identified as a
missing Horry County man
last seen in mid-December.
Jeremiah Grissett was
identified as the body recovered off of Ten Mile Road
on the evening of Jan. 26,
Columbus County Sheriff’s
Office spokeswoman Michelle Tatum said Friday.
Grissett, 38, of Robeson
Lane, Loris, was reported
missing by his brother last
Christmas day, but was last
seen on Dec. 14, 2018, an
Horry County Police Department report said.
Grissett was last seen
wearing a red hat, blue jeans,
and a camouflage hooded
jacket, the report said.
Grissett had borrowed a
car, but that was later located. The brother told police
that it was not like Grissett to
“check in” with family, and
that there were Facebook
rumors that he might be

Autopsy
Identification was made
as an autopsy was conducted at the Office of the
State Medical Examiner in
Raleigh.
That autopsy is not complete, and it will “take a
while longer before we have
a cause of death,” Tatum
said.
A group of bird hunters
investigating a “foul odor”
discovered Grissett’s body
in a wooded area off of Ten
Mile Road towards NC 410
before 5 p.m. on Jan. 26.
Badly decomposed, the
body appeared to have been
in place for an extended
period of time, Lt. Mark
Bonner of the Horry County
Police Department said.
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numerous big rigs over the years, this log truck Monday morning the latest
to apparently make the attempt a bit too fast. Two people were in the truck,
Tabor City Fire Chief Jeff Fowler said, neither the woman who was driving
nor the man who was a passenger were injured.
(Deuce Niven, TLT)

Checkpoint yields drug arrests
By DEUCE NIVEN
tribdeuce@tabor-loris.com
A weekend traffic checkpoint east of
Tabor City manned by Columbus County
Sheriff’s Office deputies netted arrests of
a local man and another from Longs on a
long list of narcotics and other charges.
Bonds for the men exceeded $1 million,
for one it was twice that, a news release
Monday from Sheriff Jody Greene said.
Separate incidents during the Friday
evening checkpoint resulted in the arrests of:
• Kevin Lawrence Gerald, 31, of Ramsey
Ford Road, Tabor City
• Chris Tewa Vereen, 24, of West Shore
Drive, Longs
Both men are accused of fleeing officers after the encountered the checkpoint on NC 904 at Peacock Road.
Deputies recovered a variety of
narcotics subsequent to both arrests,
the news release said, also finding two
firearms tied to Gerald, open alcohol in
Vereen’s vehicle.
Charges against Gerald included
several outstanding warrants. His
charges include two counts of trafficking in opium or heroin, possession with
intent to see and deliver cocaine, simple
possession of marijuana, maintaining a
place for a controlled substance, assault
inflicting serious injury, assault by pointing a gun, driving with a revoked license,
operating an uninsured vehicle, fleeing
to elude arrest with a motor vehicle, and
passenger fleeing a vehicle crash. His
bond was set at $2,015,500.
Charges against Vereen include possession with intent to manufacture sell
and deliver heroin, cocaine, marijuana
and schedule 3 controlled substances
(two counts), maintaining a place for a
controlled substance. Possession of drug
paraphernalia, assault on a government
employee, resisting law enforcement,
fleeing to elude arrest with a vehicle,

driving with a revoked license, damage to
property, and having an open container
of alcohol in a vehicle. His bond was set
at $1,030,500.
Gerald turns around
Deputies noticed Gerald first, his vehicle approaching the checkpoint about
8 p.m. Friday, slamming on the brakes
and using a driveway to turn around and
head in the other direction, the news
release said.
In pursuit, deputies watched as the vehicle driven by Gerald traveled through
a residential yard, then another before
entering a field, Gerald jumping from
the still moving vehicle and running.
“Gerald was apprehended in a wooded
area behind a residence off of Sandy
Place Drive,” the news release said.
Two firearms and narcotics were
found in Gerald’s vehicle. During the
pursuit deputies saw Gerald discard
several items, and recovered his shirt,
hat, and “jars of narcotics.”
Deputies maintained the checkpoint
and hours later, about 11:30 p.m., approached Vereen’s vehicle “and noticed
the odor of alcohol coming from Vereen,”
the news release said. Deputies also spotted an open container of alcohol.
Vereen sped away, deputies in pursuit
at speeds exceeding 100 miles per hour, on
to Jamaica Queens Lane where Vereen
“abandoned his vehicle and fled on foot,”
the news release said. “located Vereen
in the vicinity of Clyde Norris Road.”
During the foot chase “Vereen discarded a fanny pack containing narcotics,” the news release said. Vice/Narcotics detectives responded and “seized
marijuana, Suboxone tablets and strips,
heroin, cocaine, Alprazolam, packaging
material, and a set of digital scales.”
Heading to jail, “Vereen head-butted a
CCSO Vice-Narcotics Investigator when
he was being placed in the patrol car.”

Sheriff praises deputy who fends off attacker

A Columbus County
Sheriff’s Office deputy is getting praise form Sheriff Jody
Greene for fending off an
attack during an encounter
in Green Acres near Tabor
City Monday afternoon.
During the struggle Alton Maurice Graham, 36,
of Graham Lane, Tabor
City “struck the deputy
numerous times in the
face and head area” and
“also attempted to get the
deputy’s firearm, while
verbally threatening to kill
him,” Sheriff Greene said
in a Tuesday morning news
release.
Greene did not identify
the deputy.
Taken into custody, Graham was charged with
felony counts of assault
with a deadly weapon on
a government official and
possession of a schedule 2
controlled substance, misdemeanor counts of assault
inflicting serious injury,

resisting an officer, damage
to government property, and
an outstanding charge for
failing to appear in court on
a larceny charge.
Graham was held at the
Columbus County Detention Center under a $51,000
secured bond.
Not so routine
On “routine patrol” in the
Green Acres area east of Tabor City, the deputy noticed
a vehicle parked near the
wood line, then drove there
to check on the vehicle and
offer assistance, the news
release said.
Graham, alone in the
vehicle, told the deputy he
was changing a tire. After the deputy checked on
Graham’s information, he
walked back to the vehicle
to return the driver license
to Graham.
“Graham pulled out a
crack pipe and attempted
to light same in front of the
deputy,” the news release

Sheriff’s lawsuit
Dowless, hired by the apparent GOP 9th congressional winner, was also used by the Greene
campaign, though the candidate
said his service was limited and
ultimately of little help.

said. “The deputy advised
Graham to exit the vehicle
and Graham did not comply.
The deputy assisted Graham
from the vehicle and attempted to handcuff him.”
Graham pulled away,
starting the struggle that
ended when the deputy
“was able to gain control of
Graham and handcuff him.”
Treated for injuries at
Columbus Regional Healthcare, the deputy was released later Monday afternoon.
Sheriff Greene commended the deputy.
“He was able to maintain
composure and control
while his life was in danger,”
Greene said. “Because of
his quick thinking, calm
composure, and the utilization of his defensive tactics
training, he was able to go
home to his family last night.
“I am proud of my deputies. I am certain that I have
the best in the state.”
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Yam cannery
to locate here

Speculation over the
possibility of a sweet
potato cannery locating
in Tabor City ended this
week when grading began
on Green Sea Road and officials of the company let it
be known that yams would
be canned here soon.
C.C. Corbett, owner of
the company, contacted
town officials some time
ago and stated their intention of opening a cannery
if a sufficient supply of
water could be furnished.

Assault,
extortion
charges

Arrests for assault and
extortion are among recent
reports on file at the Columbus County Sheriff’s Office
and Detention Center:
• Charles Henry McClellan, 41, of Longbranch
Swamp Road, Nichols, was
charged with assault on a
female, larceny, and interfering in emergency communication, arrested Jan.
29.
• John Wayne Bennett, 40,
of Peacock Road, Tabor City,
was charged with assault by
strangulation, arrested Feb.
4.
• Scotty Joe Fowler, 37, of
Winburn Road, Loris, was
charged with assault on a
female and larceny, arrested
Jan. 24.
• Bryan Oneil Sellers, 41, of
Lebanon Church Road, Clarendon, was charged with
extortion and possession
with drug paraphernalia,
arrested Jan. 31.
• James Earl Timmons, 57,
of Old Stake Road, Tabor
City, was charged with failing to report his new address
as a convicted sex offender,
arrested Jan. 28.
• Allisa Gray Lee, 20, of MM
Ray Road, Tabor City, was
charged with possession of
a schedule 2 controlled substance and failing to appear
in court, arrested Feb. 1.
• Stephon Miller, 21, of
Smith Avenue, Tabor City,
was charged with larceny
of a motor vehicle, arrested
Jan. 21.
• Alana Michelle Jones, 34,
of Green Sea Road, Tabor
City, was charged with five
counts of forgery, arrested
Jan. 18.
• Bradley Joseph Martin,
28, of Jernigan Street, Tabor
City, was charged with driving with a revoked license,
hit and run, and larceny,
arrested Jan. 27.
• Marvin James Smith, 46,
of Peacock Road, Tabor City,
was charged with driving
while impaired, arrested
Jan. 26.
• Charles Steven Faulk, 35,
of MM Ray Road, Tabor City,
was charged with possession
of drug paraphernalia, arrested Jan. 25.
• Jeannie Darlene Norris,
35, of Ice Plant Road, Fair
Bluff, was charged with
a probation violation, arrested Jan. 27.

(Continued from Page 1)

Allegations against Dowless in
Bladen County involve collecting
absentee ballots from voters, but
not taking them to the Board of
Elections there if it appeared the
votes there were for Democrats.
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Questions involving absentee
ballots have also arisen in Columbus County, where more than 200
requested absentee ballots were
never returned to the Board of
Elections.
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