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SUE CRONKITEEditor
  Through the cold, blus-tery winter with hard winds off the Gulf, there 

is a feeling, an air of ex-pectancy. Then the sun sings forth, buds grow and flowers explode . . . glorious red azaleas, yel-low forsythia, dogwood with nailprints at the tips of white blossoms.  A mother waits. She has a secret within, the stirrings of motion, and hunger, her body grows, she’s eating for two. Still she waits . . . nine long months, for sweet smiles, joy, loud laugh-ter and soft lullabies.  Her baby coos and waves its arms. It starts to crawl. She waits for it to walk, to talk, to grow up into a big boy or girl, to outdistance her teachings and care. She takes her most prized possession to church, shopping, to visit grandparents, and friends. At night she reads The Gingerbread Man or Cinderella over and over, hundreds of times.  Then the first day of nursery school comes . . . partings are not easy. She watches for signs of fear, discomfort. When the child cries for her, she cries inside too, but feels pride at the same time. Her child is grow-ing up, learning to tie shoelaces, sharing toys with friends, absorb-ing something called knowledge.  Kindergarten is a little easier, then glory,  glory, it’s time for first grade. Learning new books, learning how to get along with other children, learning from teachers, is necessary. But the mother feels pulled in every direc-tion. She feels she’s not the most important person in her child’s life anymore.  Still there’s pride that the person who was once a part of her body and the center of her daily life is now spread-ing out, becoming a responsible member of a larger world.  A mother waits. The pre-teens come, when the daughter listens, believes, laughs, and includes her in secrets, in school projects, a doll collection, playing house with friends. The boy child learns lov-ing and respect, brings special school papers for 
her admiration, and hits 
a homer over the fence at T-ball, just for her.  The teenage year come, 

like a cold winter storm. 
The youths begin to pull 
away, to choose what to wear, what to eat, leaning toward what friends like. No more is her opinion sought. “I can do it myself ” echoes 

through the house, 

A
MotherWaits

Mother Cont. A2

JOYIA DAVISCorrespondent
  Sheriff Tony Helms was questioned about recent reports of theft of guns belonging to the Sheriff 's Depart-ment at the Apr. 29 meeting of the Geneva County Commission 

meeting.   District 1 Commis-sioner Weston Spivey asked if the items reportedly taken were in the Sheriff 's Office.  “No they were not,” Sheriff Helms an-swered
Guns  Cont. A8 

County ProbesGuns Link toSheriff ’s Office

SUE CRONKITEEditor

  “This whole thing will all get worked out in time,” Sheriff Tony Helms said in re-sponse to reports on the sale of guns that belonged to Geneva County.
  Helms called the investigation a witch hunt.  “I called the State Department of Investigation (SBI) as soon as I learned the guns had been sto-len,” he said.  “Any time a person serves in law enforce-ment for over 40 years, you’re going to make enemies. It will come out in the wash,” Helms prom-ised.

   “Now my Grand-son, Cody Johnson is in jail charged with theft,” Sheriff Tony Helms said.  “The guns had been stored in that same spot for years because at the time there was 

no place to put them,” Helms added.  “What more logi-cal place than on the property of the Sher-iff. I had room. The county didn’t.  “This is a tragedy that has happened in many families, and being the Sheriff does not make me im-mune.
  ““I hate that a per-son gets tried in the court of public opin-ion. Even a defendant in a trial is considered innocent until proven guilty. If the guns had not been brought out to my place, then my grandson would have stolen things of mine.  “I’m sorry it hap-pened. I hate the circumstances. There are many people, including mine, that have had to deal with someone on metham-phetamines that will steal to support their habbit.”  

Sheriff: I’ve DoneNothing Wrong 

JOYIA DAVISCorrespondent

  Dr. Brian Thomas and Mrs. Jamie Seay were chosen as the last two applicants for superin-tendent of Geneva City Schools.  “We’re in the final stages,” announced Russell E. Claussel Sr., chairman of the school board, after an exhaus-tive interview process 

which started with 19 applicants.  Interviews of Dr. Thomas and Mrs. Seay were held at the new Geneva City Hall on May 6.   “Following these interviews, the Geneva City Schools Board will have the opportunity to select the next superin-tendent who will lead our school system into the future,” Claussel  

said. 
  “The selection process has been thorough and productive and we are optimistic about the direction our district is heading,” Claussel said.  “We appreciate the community’s continued support throughout this important initiative,” he added.  For more informa-tion, contact Chairman Claussel. 

Two Left in Superintendent Pick

JOYIA DAVISCorrespondent

  At a special called Samson City Council Meeting held Wednes-day, April 30, the coun-cil held a final vote in response to the investi-gation into Recreation Department Director Michael Boroff ’s em-ployment.  Samson Mayor Roger Baine called on City Attorney Jeff Hatcher to read for the audience of parents and supporters of the Rec. Department a prepared letter outlin-ing the offenses and violations found during the investigation.  The findings included: (1)theft of gasoline on multiple occasions (with video obtained) exceeding $400 value in May, June and July of 

2024, (2) Utilizing a city vehicle for personal use including unauthorized transportation to and from home and trans-porting of children not related to the Samson Rec. Department, (3) Utilizing the City of Samson’s lawn mower to cut and maintain lawn on private prop-erty and not related to Samson Rec. Activities, (4) Damage to City equipment without reporting the incident as required, (5) Failure to follow procedures es-tablished by the City of Samson and mandated by law while collecting, possessing, account-ing, and transferring monies remitted, donated, or transferred for the City of Samson Rec. Department, (6) Failure to make timely 

deposits of Samson Rec. Funds to City Hall after multiple instructions to do so, (7) Failure to account for and/or display sponsorship signs, (8) Failure to fol-low procedure for video receipt accounting with multiple player applica-tions having the same receipt numbers, which indicates an incorrect amount and multiple occasions of taking money without issuing a receipt, (9) Failure to properly complete tasks such as documenta-tion, equipment, field preparations, ordering of jerseys, hats, and other equipment neces-sary for Opening Day, (10) Improper verbal conduct toward players and parents. Blackburn Cont. A6  

  The Geneva commu-nity mourns the death of Sharon Mitchum, who passed away on April 28, 2025.  Ms. Mitchum, a woman of many tal-ents had a passion and deep devotion to the people and place she loved. She spent her professional life shap-ing young minds and hearts.
  Ms. Mitchum taught speech, theater and physical education at Geneva High School and erved for many years as the girls’ var-sity coach of several sports. Sharon’s love for music and faith was a cornerstone of her life. For over 50 years, she served as the pianist and organist at 

First Baptist Church, a role that brought joy to her and to all who heard her play.  As the mother of six, 

her leadership extend-ed beyond the home, classroom, and sanc-tuary. She was a proud member of the Geneva 

City School board for many years and founder of Fun Land daycare. Her adven-turous spirit led her to become a licensed pilot, and her love for community was reflected in her active involvement with the Athenaeum Club.

  A supporter of the University of Ala-bama, she loved the Crimson Tide, was a member of the Geneva County chapter or the National Alumni As-sociation and cher-ished her sisterhood in Phi Mu.  
  Mitchum Cont. A3

Blackburn to Replace Boroff in Rec. Dept.

Geneva Mourns Popular
Education Pioneer

Sharon Lambert Mitchum
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A memorial Celebration of Life service for Fred 

and Iby LaMarra will be held on Thursday, April 24, 

5-7 pm, at the Vintage Room, 512 S Commerce St., 

Geneva. Everyone is invited to come celebrate 

these two icons of Geneva, who were special to 

many.

Celebration of Life service 

for Fred and Iby LaMarra

JACKIE HUDSON

Correspondent

Samson City Council 

met in regular session 

Tuesday night, April 15, 

with the controversy of 

recreation department 

director, Michael Boroff, 

the top topic of discus-

sion.
Attorney Toni Kinner, 

who stood in for City 

Attorney Jeff Hatcher at 

the meeting, presented a 

letter written by Hatcher 

that listed some of the 

findings of the internal 

audit on Boroff.  The 

letter listed ten offenses 

which included: thief 

of gasoline with value 

exceeding $400; using 

city vehicle for personal 

use; using city lawnmow-

er to cut personal lawn; 

damage to city property 

and failure to report dam-

age; failure to following 

correct procedure for 

recording money; failure 

to make timely deposits 

of recreation money after 

being told to do so; spon-

sor signs not accounted 

for; failure to follow cor-

rect procedure for writing 

receipts; failure to com-

plete task on time- such 

as ordering uniforms, 

hats and preparing fields; 

and improper verbal con-

duct towards parents and 

players.
After reading the letter, 

Kinner said that Hatcher 

requested that the council 

table the matter until he 

could be present.  Mayor 

Roger Baine asked the 

board to table the matter 

until Tuesday, April 29, at 

5:30, so that Hatcher can 

complete his audit and 

attend the meeting. The 

motion was approved by 

the board.
Summer O’Shea, the 

parent of a recreational 

player, spoke in defense 

of Boroff.  She said, “He 

knows every child by 

name.  ... I stand up for 

people who stand up for 

our children.” She added 

that the children are Sam-

son’s life blood and some 

parents have talked about 

taking their children to 

other towns to participate 

in sports, which would 

mean Samson would lose 

money. 
Continued on Page 12A

Internal Audit Shakes Up Samson Council Meeting 

Photo by Jackie Hudson.

SAMSON CITY COUNCIL. Left to right, Ed Janasky, Queen Fitzpatrick, Mayor Roger Baine, Chuck McK-

night, Barbara Simmons, and Ronald Davis. A farmer’s worst night-

mare: His tractor rolls 

over and catches on fire 

in the 1500 block of S. 

County Road 49 in Mal-

vern. Firefighters from 

Malvern Volunteer Fire 

Department and City of 

Slocomb Fire-Rescue 

arrived to find the tractor 

fully involved. Luckily 

the farmer wasn’t hurt.

Malvern Farmer has Close 

Call with Tractor Fire

Hartford Man Takes Own Life

Death of a Hartford man on Easter Sunday evening 

has been ruled a suicide by the Geneva County Coro-

ner.
According to Coroner Donny Adkinson, Hartford 

Police had been called to North Second Avenue after 

reports of actions by a suspicious person.

  During the encounter with the responding officers, 

officials said the man brandished a box cutter and 

cut his own throat. He was taken to Flowers Hospital 

where he was pronounced dead.

The man’s name has not been released, and Hartford 

Police said the incident is under investigation.

A SOLEMN HOLY WEEK CUSTOM: Crowds followed 

the cross on Good Friday in Geneva’s annual 

Cross Walk as it snaked through town, starting 

at Westside Methodist, on the Circle, to Maple 

Ave., by City Hall and down Commerce St. Pas-

tor James Harvey of St. Elizabeth’s Baptist Church 

carried the heavy cross most of the time with help 

along the way.  

Geneva’s Annual Cross Walk

Photo Courtesy of  City of 

Slocomb Fire-Rescue

Festival On The Rivers
Friday, Saturday and Sunday

--See Inside--

SUE CRONKITE

Contributing Editor

The annual Geneva 

Festival on the Rivers 

set for Friday, Satur-

day, and Sunday this 

week, draws people 

from over the Wire-

grass area.

Starting with a big 

parade through down-

town Geneva and a rib-

bon cutting at Robert 

Fowler Park, festival-

goers zero in on music 

and family fun in a 

unique spot – where 

the Choctawhatchee 

and Pea Rivers join on 

their way to the Gulf.

The big bang start-off 

is at 3:30 Friday, April 

25, with a parade snak-

ing down to the junc-

tion for an explosion 

of fun events, starting 

with a cornhole tour-

nament, where contes-

tants throw beanbags 

at a platform with 

holes in it.

Music is everywhere 

as is the aroma com-

ing from food vendors 

and a big gathering of 

those eager to learn 

the weigh-ins from the 

fishing tournament 

that has been going on 

since April 4. 

You have to be there 

to appreciate vendors 

who offer arts, jewelry, 

toys, crafts, homemade 

everything under the 

sun for sale, around 65 

vendors in all spread 

over the junction area.

Musicians, includ-

ing Danny Riley, at 6 

p.m. Friday and Hart-

ford Harmonies, start-

ing off the Saturday 

music fest, followed by 

Britain, Amelia Anne, 

Otha and Krist, Reece 

Graydon, Carson Wal-

lace, Eli Winders, 

Shaylen, and Redfer-

rin at 7:30 p.m., to top 

off Saturday evening.

A Kid’s Zone, with all 

activities free on Sat-

urday 10-6 and Sunday 

1-5, will have Reck-

less, Spider Mountain, 

and Mechanical Bull 

inflatables. 

Visitors don’t want to 

miss the 2nd annual 

Smoke on the Water 

BBQ competition, 

with Backyard, Pro 

and Tasters Choice.

  The Car Show on 

Saturday from 8 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. with entries 

and prizes, is sure to 

draw a crowd. 

Sunday’s Festi-

val gates open at 1 

p.m. with an opening 

ceremony and more 

great music, starting 

with Corinne Wal-

lace at 1:50 p.m., Josh 

and Hannah Knight 

at 2:30, Kiera Howell 

and Sam Thompson at 

3:15 and Soul Vacation 

at 3:50 p.m.

With all that music 

and people having fun, 

maybe the mocking 

birds can pick up a 

few tunes.

Takes a lot of peo-

ple to put together the 

huge entertainment 

spectacle. Those who 

plan, organize and 

direct this weekend’s 

Festival on the Rivers, 

is lead by Todd Motes, 

chairman of the Festi-

val Board.

Like a bandmaster, 

Motes and a large 

number of helpers 

and promoters have 

been busy for months 

bringing it all togeth-

er. Those at a recent 

meeting, in addition to 

Motes, included Sam 

Thompson, Sherri 

Spann, Tonya Owens, 

Wade Fulford, Janet 

Gray, Cherie Cain, 

Larry Harrison, Ray 

Quest, and Wynton 

Melton. 

Festival on the Rivers, Gem of the Wiregrass

Photo by Sue CronKite

Photo from Iby LaMarre Numbers of ducks, and 
other wildlife eaten for 
food are much lower than 
they used to be, and the 
numbers of those who 
hunt them shrink daily 
even more, according to 
Chris Spencer, Geneva 
Rotary Club speaker 
April 23. 

“While the numbers 
of hunters keep going 
down,” Spencer said, 
“wild fowl and deer are 
losing habitat on a large 
scale.”

“Gone are the days 
when folks would wan-
der over Grandpa’s old 
farmstead searching for 
food.”

Spencer, who grew up 
in Chipley and now lives 
in Muscle Shoals, rep-
resents Delta Wildfowl, 
which strives to main-
tain a balance, especial-
ly for what used to be 
a thriving sport, Duck 
hunting.

“Delta Wildfowl is 
the oldest organiza-
tion in America having 
o do with the preser-
vation of waterfowl,” 
Spencer said. “we work 
closely with Auburn and 
Tuskegee and others on 
research.

“If a hunter would put 

back two ducks for every 
one he shot, we’d be way 
ahead on duck produc-
tion and habitat conser-
vation,” Spencer said.

 “Since ducks lay eggs 
on the ground , it isn’t 
easy getting the right 
kind of shelter,” Spen-
cer said. “Increasing the 
supply of wild or farm-
raised quail isn’t easy 
either,” Spencer said.

“University programs 
help a great deal,” Spen-
cer told the Rotarians. 
“With science and biol-
ogy, teaching wildlife, 
game warden programs 
and the role hunters play 
in conservation.

“Wildlife is a public 
trust,” Spencer said. 

 Geneva plans to have 
a local youth division 
Delta Wildfowl chapter 
in a couple of months, 
said Brad Hall.  “We plan 
to use the Golf Course in 
September and October.”

 Wynton Melton intro-
duced three outstanding 
students and told about 
their plans for success 
after graduation:

Natalee Knowles, 
daughter of Lee and Jane 
Knowles, works at the 
Geneva Animal Hospital 
in her spare time. She 

is in the Anchor Club, 
SAFE and the FFA, 
attends the Health Sci-
ence program at GTECH 
and is dual enrolled at 
Enterprise State Com-
munity College. Natalee 
plans to attend Auburn 
University to become a 
veterinarian.

Lillian Langham, 
daughter of Trey Lang-
ham and Lydia Ramsey, 
is the president of Pan-
thers $ Christ, the Gena-
la Memories Yearbook 
editor, and is a  member 
of FBLA, FCCLA, and 
the Anchor Club. She is 

dual enrolled at Enter-
prise State Community 
College.

Lillian plans to attend 
Troy University, get her 
bachelors and master’s 
degrees in social work 
in order to become a 
licensed counselor and 
to open her own counsel-
ing office.

Maci Wyatt, daugh-
ter of Dana Wyatt, is 
a member of FBLA, 
FCCLA, and the Anchor 
Club. She plans to attend 
Troy University and pur-
sue a career as a Crime 
Scene Analyst.
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48th Festival Was a Wow This Year

Photo by Sue Cronkite
Rotary Speaker Chris Spencer is greeted by Ray-
lei Perry, 2025 Queen of Festival on the Rivers.

Lots of Deer, Turkey But Fewer Hunters 
SUE CRONKITE
Editor

  In a world gone crazy 
with digital confusion, 
Hartford is making an 
effort to do something 
about it.

 At a recent meeting 
Mayor Wendel Nolen and 
five Council members 
passed some rules in an 
effort to rein in at least a 
part of the internet.

  The Social Media Pol-
icy was adopted that had 
been discussed earlier. 

  The policy outlines 
guidelines and expecta-
tions for employees’ use 
of social media, both per-
sonally and profession-
ally. It establishes clear 
rules about acceptable 
conduct and outcomes 
for violations.

  With today’s instant 
communication where 
words travel to thou-
sands of people holding 
cell phones, angry words 
spread like the wind, 
with rare sightings of 
an “excuse me,” or “I’m 
sorry.” Taming digital is 
like herding cats.

  Council member Zane 
Fowler made a motion, 
Ted Thompson seconded 
it. They and Melissa Cle-
ments, Paul Fondren, and 
Ron Adams voted yes.

  Stanley Tindell 
thanked the council 
for upkeep on the sign 
between Hartford and 
Slocomb.

  Hartford  City Council 
voted to start  new police 
officers at $16 an hour, 
with specific scheduled 
raises after certification 

and over a period of time. 
  Police Chief Zach 

Cooke said he had 
checked the surround-
ing area pay scales and 
felt that this was needed 
in order to maintain a 
well-functioning police 
department.

  Chief Cooke asked 
to rehire Officer Jona-
than Ayres and buy out 
his contract with Sam-
son at $2,500.97 and 
Officer Nathan Homan 
who has a large contract 
with the City of Abbev-
ille in the amount of 
$14,162.94. City Attorney 
Bart Boothe is to contact 
Abbeville City Attorney 
on a more fair buyout. 

  Police Chief Cooke 
explained the need for 
more storage for body 
camera footage to be 
kept on an external drive. 

  Joshua Thurston, with 
Rapid Wireless, said 
a secure offsite server 
would be available for a 
one-time fee for storage 
and a continued regu-
lar monthly fee for IT 
services to the police 
department. A motion by 
Fondren and seconded by 
Adams was approved.

  Adams thanked Chief 
Cooke for the time and 
effort he put into the sal-
ary study, the informa-
tion he provided ahead of 
time and for talking and 
answering questions.

  Mayor Nolen called 
attention to materials by 
e-mail from Scott Farm-
er which offers two

Hartford Council
Tackles Internet
SUE CRONKITE
Editor

Hartford Cont. on A2
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  Open House will be 
held on Monday May 
5 at Geneva’s Emma 
Knox Kenan Public 
Library 2 to 4 p.m.
  “We’re celebrating 
our past, present, and 
future,” Librarian 
Mishelle Hidle said.
   “Come see what’s 
new, share your ideas, 

and connect with 
neighbors. Our Staff, 
Board of Trustees and 
The Friends can’t wait 
to welcome you!”
  The library on the hill 
downtown has been a 
welcoming place for 
people of all ages for 
more than 100 years.    
       Library Cont. on A2 

Library Celebrates
 100 Years

Festival Has Deep Roots
  As the Geneva Festival on the Rivers aims 
toward a half-Century mark, memories of 
earlier times pop to the surface. 
  “We’ve seen it all,” said Wynton Melton 
recently.  
  “Even when the rivers flooded we scram-
bled around setting up pumps, getting water 
out of mudholes.”
  “In spite of everything the River Festival 
has survived, “ Melton said. “Fifty years from 
now I hope they’ll still be digging for worms.”  

JOyIa DavIS
Correspondent

The Geneva City 
Council meeting held 
April 21, 2025 was 
standing room only as 
the Geneva Recreational 
Department 10U Bas-
ketball team was rec-
ognized for their award 
winning season. Parks 
and Recreation Director 
Landon Adams spoke 
about the team and their 
season, which they ended 
as Runners Up in ARPA 
League. Coaches Scobie, 
Ammons and McCrory 
all praised the hard work 
and determination of the 
players throughout the 
season. Mayor David 
Hayes presented each 
player and coach with 
a Mayor’s Appreciation 
Certificate to memorial-
ize the season. 

In new business, the 
council heard a report 
from the planning com-
mission concerning 
a rezoning request for 
property located off of 
27N and Neva Drive In 
Road. The property is 
currently not zoned for 
manufactured homes, 
and the individual has 
made a request to the city 
to place a home on a site 
in the area. After discus-
sion among the planning 
commission and council, 
a vote was taken and 
approved to begin the 
first step to change the 
zoning of an agreed area 
of land to T1. 

Mayor David Hayes, in 
his report to the coun-
cil, spoke concerning the 
contracts being ready to 
sign for advancements  

Adams Cont. page A7

Landon Adams Leaving Post

Shirley Foxworth, Mischelle Hidle, and Morgan 
Bowdoin-Jones

SUE CRONKITE
Editor

  Geneva’s Robert 
Fowler Park was filled 
over the past weekend 
as thousands swarmed 
to the annual Festival 

on the Rivers. 
 “Most I’ve ever seen 
in 6 years,” said Todd 
Mote, head of the Fes-
tival committee. It was 
a great weekend, better 
crowd than I’ve seen in 
six years.

   “The numbers went 
up on Saturday and it 
was the most I’ve ever 
seen at the concerts. 
the music was out-
standing and there was 
something for every-
one.” Mote added.

  “I am so proud of the 
committee and volun-
teers, the mayor, city 
supertendent, chief of 
police, everyone who 
helped make this yea’rs 
Festival a success.
  “There was a great 

deal of positive feed-
back,” he said.
  “The car show was a 
huge success, bonus to 
the Festival,” Mote said.
  “We appreciate ven-
dors, selling food, arts 
and crafts, clothing, the 

cooking teams.”
  A large pile of food 
and $600 was donated 
for the food pantry 
at the Department 
of Human Resources 
(DHR), Mote said.  
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