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REX ROACH
I guess I met Bob for 

the first time in the nurs-
ery at the First Methodist 
Church in Geneva, Ala-
bama, where we grew 
up. I was two years older 
than Bob, so we didn’t sit 
next to each other at the 
grammar school. But we 
did play on the rock wall 
that divided his backyard 
from Miss Stella Mor-
ris’s yard and we gath-
ered scup’nons off the 
bushes that ran along 
that wall. It was also 
the center field fence for 
our baseball games that 
included Betsy Skipper, 
Phillip and Tolbert Cart-
er, and Johnny Mathison, 
the Methodist preacher’s 
son who lived next door 
in the parsonage.

We joined forces in 
the GHS band with Bob 
eventually leading the 
trumpet section while I 
slipped and slid in the 
trombones. Over the 
years, we’ve probably 
shared more things relat-
ed to music than any-
thing else.

That leads to what we 
both have said many 
times was the best job 
either of us ever had and 
that was working as a 
disc jockey at WGEA in 
Geneva.

Being older, I started 
first then Bob joined 
the team. Those were 
the days in the early to 
mid 60’s when Jimmy 
Helms, Wayne Perkins, 
Paul Royals, John Hidle, 
George Cain, Ben Lat-
imer and I all broke the 
airwaves at one time or 
another. Bob was in the 
thick of it, especially 
when it came to good ol’ 
rock ’n’ roll records.

We split up for a while 
for college. Both of us 
took the long route and

finally escaped with 
our diplomas. Bob main-

tained a close connec-
tion to his alma mater 
at Troy for the rest of 
his professional days 
teaching journalism and 
broadcasting to myriad 
students, vast numbers of 
which went on to success 
in the field. Facebook 
pages have been filled 
with comments from his 
former students. Very 
few teachers would get 
such rave reviews.

After college, I came to 
WTVY in Dothan where 
I eventually was an 
anchor and News Direc-
tor. Just like he did at 
WGEA, Bob didn’t take 
long to join me, first as 
the sport anchor and then 
in the news department. I 
was OK as a TV anchor, 
but just that. The best 
compliment I ever got 
was from an old man 
who said he could under-
stand most of what I said.

Bob, on the other hand, 
was magnificent on the 
air. He was born for it, 
there’s not a doubt about 
it. He had the voice, the 
looks and the personal-
ity to make it in front 
of the camera. I left 
WTVY after five years 
to become a partner in 
an ad agency and make 
movies. Well, industrial 
films and TV commer-
cials, but that counts a 
little.

A year or so later, Bob 
moved up to WSFA in 
Montgomery where he 
became so much more 
than an anchorman. Bob 
became an institution. 
No one was better known 
or better loved than Bob 
throughout south and-
central Alabama. Years 
after he left TV, we were 
eating in a little hole-
in the-wall burger joint 
near Auburn when the 
lady owner came over 
gushing like he was Cary 
Grant or George Clooney

wanting his autograph 
asked her if she wanted 
me to take their picture 
together and she nearly 
fainted.

This was at least ten 
years after he had been 
on TV. When you’re the 
real deal, it lasts.

Bob’s career at WSFA 
included more than 
10,000 news broadcasts 
over a span of nearly 40 
years. Most of us can’t 
name 10,000 meaning-
ful things we’ve done in 
our lifetime. During that 
time a lot of beloved TV 
figures came and went, 
but Bob was truly the 
anchor of the TV station.    
He was the rock.

Like Walter Cronkite, 
Bob was trusted, and 
deservedly so. His integ-
rity was as deep as his 
big voice. I’ll tell you a 
story from his Dothan 
days that he wouldn’t 
allow if he had a say so

 

SUE CRONKITE
Editor

Before Bob Howell 
became an icon on tele-
vision, he was a go-get-
ter in Geneva.

He not only excelled 
at his studies in Geneva 
High School, he was 
also active in sports and 
had a distinctive voice 
that resonated with 
warmth and charm. 

He became one of the 
most recognizable news 
anchors in Alabama.

When Robert L. How-
ell died , he left his wife 
Paula Dowling Howell 
and two sons, Brock and 
Alex.

The Geneva native 
got his broadcasting 
start while still in high 
school behind a radio 
microphone at WGEA 
Radio at a little station 
across the Pea River on 
Radio Hill.

It wasn’t long before 
his talents were noticed 
and he moved to WTVY 
television in Dothan, 
where he was followed 
by Ann Jones Varnum, 
another Geneva native, 
in 1974.

For those in Geneva 
the favorites were Ann 
and Bob. Ann did an 
early morning show 
which lasted many 
years.

Bob anchored the eve-
ning news during the 
week and announced 
professional wrestling 
on Saturdays while at 
WTVY-TV in Dothan 
before making the move 
to the capital city of 
Montgomery.

That move to the capi-
tal city would turn into 
a decades-long relation-
ship between Bob and 
viewers across central 
and south Alabama. 
Viewers tuned in for 
more than 10,000 of 
his broadcasts over the 
next 22 years, and Bob 
would inform them of 
the latest developments 
with his signature deep 
voice and calm, steady, 
and caring approach.

It was in August of 
1976 when Bob began 
anchoring WSFA’s 6 
and 10 p.m. newscasts, 
where he became a 
local news fixture.

Bob wore multiple 
hats, including that of 

the news department’s 
managing editor, for 
years. He reported from 
major cities around the 
country and had sever-
al foreign assignments 
covering stories in Eng-
land, France, Germany, 
and Kuwait.

His wealth of knowl-
edge on significant 
issues, people, and cur-
rent events around the 
viewing area endeared 
him to generations of 
longtime WSFA view-
ers.

When major break-
ing news happened, 
Bob was always there. 
From weather events 
to political unrest and 
change, and election 
nights Bob was the man 
many turned to to learn 
what happened, see the 
reaction, and get the 
perspective about why 
this news event was so 
important.

Few could resonate 
with viewers like Bob. 
“Stay Classy, Mont-
gomery,” Bob told 
those gathered at his 
WSFA retirement gath-
ering.

WTVY 1971. Bob had just started working full time. From left, Rex Roach, Bob Howell, Bob Peterman 
and Bernice Cobb.

 Bob Howell

Popular News Anchor
Grew Up in Geneva

Bob Howell
    . . . My Friend For Life

JACKIE HUDSON
Correspondent

Samson City Council 
met in regular session 
Tuesday night, May 20. 
The main topic of the 
council meeting was the 
reoccurring theme of 
keeping police officers 
in Samson.

Samson Mayor Roger 
Baine stated,” We have 
come up with what we 
can do to entice them 
to stay in Samson.” At 
the meeting, the council 

approved the resignation 
of officer Kyle Westmo-
reland which left two 
full time police officers 
on the staff at the police 
department.

Police Chief Wesley 
Stokes told the council 
that he would like to up 
the pay scale $5 more 
for seasoned officers 
with five or more years 
of experience. He said 
that this would make the 
police department pay 
more competitive. City 

Attorney Jeff Hatcher 
said this would redirect 
the money that the city 
has to pay for the police 
academy to the officer. 

The mayor added that 
he would like to develop 
a committee to interview 
the officers and make 
recommendations to the 
council. The commit-
tee would include; the 
mayor, Councilmem-
ber Ronald Davis, City 
Attorney Jeff Hatcher, 
and Police Chief Wesley 

Samson Wants to Keep
Police Officers in City

My Friend Cont. A2

Popular Cont. A2

JOYIA DAVIS
Correspondent

At the May 19 meet-
ing of the Geneva City 
Council, Little Miss 
Geneva, Millie Smith 
described to the coun-
cil her intention  of 
using the streets at the 
Junction for part of 
her Community Ser-
vice Project. Millie, as 
Little Miss Geneva, has 
developed the service 
initiative “Millie’s Mili-
tary Moments.” Millie 
recently sponsored a 5K 
Color Run at the Junc-
tion for Military Appre-
ciation. This is just one 
of several projects Mil-
lie will be sponsoring 

leading up to her par-
ticipation in the Little 
Miss Peanut Festival 
Pageant in the fall. 

In other new business, 
Terry Wilks spoke to 
the council concern-
ing airport access. Mr. 
Wilkes owns property 
adjacent to the airport, 
and after research-
ing and looking at the 
current expansion the 
city is planning, he has 
approximately 6 acres 
that he feels would be 
beneficial to the city for 
building of additional 
hangars, etc. The coun-
cil discussed and will 
take Mr. Wilks’ propos-
al into consideration.

Another request before 
the Council was from 
Westbrook Assisted Liv-
ing Facility. Mrs. Sandy 
Hudson, representing 
Westbrook, spoke to 
the council about a pro-
posed expansion of the 
Assisted Living Facil-
ity from a 16 bed to 32 
bed memory care facil-
ity. The additional 16 
beds will be specialized 
for Alzheimer’s and to 
serve the aging popula-
tion of the community. 
This will also add 10 to 
15 jobs  to the facility. 
The request from Ms. 
Hudson was for a let-
ter of support from the 
Council for the

Little Miss Begins Millie’s Military Moments
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Opening of Synergize Gym and Wellness Studio in Geneva was held recently with a ribbon-cutting and welcome by Mayor David Hayes and members of 
the Geneva Chamber of Commerce. Those at the ribbon-cutting included, from left, Kim Griffin, Jason Smith (Chamber Interim Vice President and Trea-
surer), Khylie Ison (Student Board Member), Mayor David Hayes, Meridith Austin, Steven Austin, Lynn Hartline, Diana Casey, Angie Carter, and Billy Stokes.
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