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A tribute to Longtime Editor’s 

Mary was  president of the Arkansas Press Association 
in 2015 (and the only woman on the board) and brought 
the board of directors to Chamberlyne Country Club  
soon before she became president and then to the Mt. 
Magazine Lodge when she was president..  Host for the 
board at Chamberlyne was Johnny Chambers (standing 
far right). 

Mary and David are shown outside of their new building 
in 2001, a year after their Yell County Record buildings 
burned on Main Street in Danville. The Record is still pub-
lished in the same building.

The groundbreaking for the new Mt. Magazine Lodge 
was held 25 years ago in 2001. Mary chaired the South-
gate to Mt. Magazine Committee with a large follow-
ing (nearly 50 members) to make sure the south side of 
the mountain was represented. They had their own 
Southgate T-Shirts. Shown with her at the groundbreak-
ing were  (l. to r.) — Kenny Jackson, Philip Alexander, 
Mary, former Rep. Lloyd George (a champion leader 
for this lodge and bank board member) and Rep. Jeff 
Gillespie.  

On Monday, October 30th, 2000, the Yell County Record caught fire on Main Street 
and destroyed much of its three buildings. The next day (Tuesday) Mary and David  
and staff  were able to recreate the newspaper at their home. They are holding the front 
page of the November 1, 2000 newspaper. 

In 2006, longtime bank employee Bood Keathley is 
assisting Mary in the Danville Chamber of Com-
merce banquet program she was chairing. 

In 2010, former Representative Nathan 
George presented Mary with a plaque for 
chairing the Westark Area Boy Scout Coun-
cil Camp Orr 50th Anniversary celebration, 
She worked with the Boy Scouts for over 
40 years. Nathan is a bank board member.

In 1997, A. D. Morris was chamber pres-
ident. Mary was presented an award, given 
by James Lee Witt (top right and the cham-
ber speaker) from President Bill Clinton for 
organizing the chamber and serving as 
president for two years. FEMA Director 
Witt presented Mayor Chambers with a 
special award from President Clinton for 
his help with the chamber. Jim Loyd (far 
right setting) was Chamber Member of the 
Year. 

Former Danville Mayor Johnny Cham-
bers, who helped Mary reorganize the 
Danville Chamber of Commerce, pres-
ents Mary flowers at a chamber banquet 
as the first chamber president and banquet 
chairman in 1997. She chaired the cham-
ber banquet for 23 years.

In 2003, chamber president P.T. Sanders 
presented Mary and David the Business 
of the Year award for the Yell County 
Record (established in 1898).  
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David Fisher and the Late Mary Fisher  
Who Were Honored by the Arkansas Press Association 

Yell County Record editor David Fisher is shown with his son, 
David (Davy) at the Arkansas Press Association convention in June 
where he and his late wife, Mary, were recognized with the Golden 
50 Service Award for publishing newspapers for over 50 years.

The Arkansas Press Association Publisher Weekly Magazine featured David 
and Mary Fisher in this edition on June 18, 2026 for  publishing newspapers 
for over 50 years.

Chambers Bank and 
I personally, want to 
congratulate David 
Fisher and the late 
Mary Fisher for being 
our Hometown News-
paper Editors for over 
50 years. 

The Arkansas Press 
Association honored 
David and Mary at 
their summer conven-
tion in Eureka Springs 
in June of this year. 

Their son, David, ac-
cepted Mary’s award 
and spoke at the 
awards ceremony on 
behalf of the Fisher 
newspaper family. 

I asked David to find 
some pictures of he 
and Mary that showed 
some of the commu-
nity and business 
things they were in-
volved with for not 
only helping our com-
munity but for their 
newspaper work as 
well. 

 
—Johnny Chambers,  
Chambers Bancshares 
CEO 

510 UNION STREET  |  316 UNION STREET  |  1-800-603-1226
Member FDIC


