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MDC Holding Open Houses On
Potential Paddlefish Permit Changes

Paddlefish are highly valued by both sport and commercial fishers, and MDC’s paddlefish stocking and management help make Missouri a great place to fish. (Photo
courtesy of the Missouri Department of Conservation)

The Missouri Department
of Conservation (MDC) is
considering changes to the
Wildlife Code of Missouri
that would require a new
yearly, low-cost paddlefish
permit for sport snaggers. The
changes would also implement a Telecheck reporting
system, such as is used for
deer and turkey, for harvested
paddlefish.
According to MDC, these
permit changes will provide
the Department with more
and better information to improve its statewide paddlefish
management efforts. Information would include where
fishing and harvest occur
throughout the state, the number of people who fish for
paddlefish, and the numbers
and sizes of paddlefish harvested.
Paddlefish snaggers are
currently required to have a
general fishing permit.
Paddlefish snaggers and
others are invited to learn
more about the potential permit changes and share their
opinions at one of the following MDC public open-house
forums:
• Oct. 18, 5-7 p.m., MDC
Springfield Conservation Nature Center, 4601 S Nature
Center Way
• Oct. 24, 5-7 p.m., MDC
Central Regional Office, 3500
East Gans Road off RT 63 in
Columbia
• Oct. 25, 5-7 p.m., Warsaw
Community Building, 181 W.
Harrison
• Oct. 29, 5-7 p.m., MDC
Cape Girardeau Nature Center, 2289 County Park Drive

• Oct. 30, 5-7 p.m., MDC
St. Louis Regional Office,
2360 Hwy D in St. Charles
For more information on
the open houses, contact
MDC Public Involvement
Coordinator Michele Baumer
at 573-522-4115, ext. 3350, or
Michele.Baumer@mdc.mo.g
ov.
Paddlefish snaggers can
also share comments about
the potential permit changes
online
at
mdc.mo.gov/node/17769.
According to MDC Fisheries Management Biologist
Trish Yasger, paddlefish are
highly valued by both sport
and commercial fishers, and
MDC’s paddlefish stocking
and management help make
Missouri a great place to fish.
“Missouri is a great place
to snag for paddlefish,” Yasger says, “and Lake of the
Ozarks, Harry S. Truman
Reservoir and Table Rock
Lake offer some of the best
paddlefish snagging in the
country. Without MDC stocking these fisheries, and our
other paddlefish management
practices, paddlefish numbers
would sharply decline in Missouri, reducing harvest opportunities for both sport
snaggers and commercial
fishermen.”
She explains that no natural reproduction of paddlefish
has been observed in these
lakes so MDC maintains paddlefish numbers with annual
stockings of fingerlings from
its Blind Pony Hatchery near
Sweet Springs in Saline
County.
“We collect about a dozen

paddlefish broodstock from
the reservoirs each spring and
take them to our Blind Pony
Hatchery, where eggs are collected and fertilized,” she
says. “The fry are raised at the
hatchery until October. We
then stock almost 40,000, 10to-12-inch fingerlings, with
about 15,000 in Lake of the
Ozarks, 15,000 in Truman
Reservoir and about 7,500 in
Table Rock Lake.”
She adds that MDC biologists have been studying these
prehistoric fish since at least
the 1960s, and they still have
much to learn.
“Angler surveys and other
research and monitoring efforts have helped staff assess
reservoir populations, but
these efforts have not provided the information we really need to best manage
paddlefish,” she says. “We really need to know where fishing and harvest occur
throughout the state, the number of people who fish for
paddlefish, and the numbers
and sizes of paddlefish harvested.”
Abundant, naturally reproducing paddlefish populations
were historically found in
Missouri’s two big rivers, the
Missouri and Mississippi, and
their larger tributaries. Paddlefish populations have declined over the last 100-plus
years, primarily because of
habitat alterations.
“The construction and operation of dams have impacted paddlefish populations
across their range,” Yasger
says. “One of the biggest impacts to Missouri’s paddlefish
populations was the construction of Truman Dam, which
blocked spawning migrations
out of Lake of the Ozarks and
flooded historical spawning
areas upstream around Osceola on the Osage River.”
She adds that illegal harvest of paddlefish for their
caviar and meat has also
caused declines in their numbers.
“Paddlefish numbers may
also be threatened by growing
numbers of invasive Asian
carp and zebra mussels, primarily related to competition
for food such as plankton.”
The paddlefish is one of
only two living species from
an ancient family of freshwater fishes. Paddlefish can live
more than 30 years, grow to 7
feet in length and reach 160
pounds. The Missouri state
record is 139 pounds and 4
ounces caught at Table Rock
Lake in March 2002. Paddlefish reach sexual maturity in
reservoirs at 5 to 6 years for
males and 7 to 8 years for females. Growth is slower in
rivers. Spring spawning runs
are dependent upon weather
conditions, such as amount of
daylight, water temperature
and water flow.
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Representative Vicky Hartzler
Week of September 10-14
This was a sad week for
Americans as four U.S. citizens, including our Ambassador to Libya Chris Stevens,
were killed during a violent
attack on the U.S. consulate in
Benghazi, Libya. I condemn
the violence and pray for the
families of these four Americans. Furthermore, I call on
the Libyan government to
bring the perpetrators to justice and forge ahead on the
path to democracy. As I said in
a statement issued shortly
after the attacks, individuals
who are privileged to taste
freedom due to our support
should thank us; not attack us.
The attack in Libya occurred on September 11th, as
Americans were marking a
somber anniversary. It was on
September 11th, 2001 – that
America came under attack
from terrorists intent on destroying this country. In the
days following those devastating attacks, Americans were
unified, drawing strength
from prayer and from each
other. We were determined to
not let freedom be snuffed out.
As a result of the attacks,
many answered the call to defend our country. While these
acts of terrorism tested our
strength as a nation, they
could not stifle the greatness
of the American people or our
hopes for a bright tomorrow.
Patriot Day provided us
with the chance to remember
the victims of those terrible
events and to honor the firefighters, police officers, emergency medical technicians,
and others who set aside their
own safety concerns and
bravely entered the burning
World Trade Center towers.
We also remembered the
courageous passengers of
Flight 93 who stopped a hijacked jetliner in Pennsylvania to save their fellow
Americans. In so doing, these
patriots selflessly gave their
own lives in services to others.
There is no greater love than
that.
And so, Americans offered
thanks to those who gave their
all that day, and prayed for the

families they left behind. We
also remembered and continue
to think of the men and
women in uniform who protect our country today from
those who would do us harm,
and thank them for the great
work they are doing. As we
have seen this week with the
attacks in Libya, Egypt, and
elsewhere, the war against terrorism is far from over. We
ask God that His grace will be
upon us and He will continue
to protect this land and Americans serving abroad.
In Washington this week
the U.S. House approved the
“No More Solyndras Act” to
ensure American taxpayers
are never again forced to pay
hundreds of millions of dollars into failed energy loan
programs. The bill is named
for Solyndra - a California
solar panel manufacturer that
went bankrupt after getting a
$535 million federal loan
guarantee.
The failure of Solyndra left
taxpayers on the hook for
more than half a billion dollars. It is unconscionable that
Americans who are already
struggling to come up with the
money to fill their gas tanks
and pay other energy costs
should have to foot the bill for
President Obama’s ill-conceived ‘green dream’ fantasies.
The failure of Solyndra is
proof that Washington does
not know best and should not
be wasting tax money on
failed companies to advance a
political agenda. It was wrong
to skew the Department of Energy’s loan guarantee program
to support the Obama Administration’s favored technologies and shift the financial
risks from the program’s participants to taxpayers.
The Republican energy
plan is an ‘all of the above’
proposal that encourages use
of oil, gas, coal, and other resources with which we have
been blessed – in addition to
nuclear, wind, solar, and other
alternative forms of energy.
This is the way to go.
Under the “No More
Solyndras Act,” the Depart-

ment of Energy’s flawed loan
guarantee program will effectively be phased out by prohibiting the Department from
issuing any Solyndra-type
loan guarantees for applications submitted after December 31, 2011. The bill allows
for the continuation of existing projects and those that
have received conditional
commitments by allowing
them to remain eligible to pursue loan guarantees. Having
passed the House, the bill is
now headed to the Senate.
On another matter, I was
honored to receive the
Guardian of Small Business
Award from the National Federation of Independent Business (NFIB.) This award is
presented to representatives of
the people who have consistently supported the efforts of
our nation’s preeminent job
creators – small businesses.
NFIB President and CEO Dan
Danner presented me with the
Guardian of Small Business
Award.
The Small Business Administration (SBA) reports
small businesses employ
about half of all private sector
employees and pay nearly 45
percent of total U.S. private
payroll. The SBA further reveals small businesses have
generated nearly two thirds of
net new jobs annually over the
past two decades. Small business is, indeed, the engine of
job creation in America, and it
is an honor to be recognized
by NFIB as a champion of
small business. I look forward
to working on behalf of small
business and its job creation
efforts at the 2012 Missouri
Business Conference at the
University of Central Missouri in Warrensburg on
Wednesday, September 26th. I
am serving as honorary host
of the event for the second
straight year. I invite you to
join us to share best business
practices with some of the
most successful entrepreneurs
in Missouri. It’s free, but you
must register by calling 660543-8388 or online at
www.ucmo.edu/bizconf.
I
hope to see you there.

Daum Museum To Feature Two New Exhibitions
Two new exhibitions open
this month at the Daum Museum of Contemporary Art on
the campus of State Fair
Community College.
“Remix: Selections from
the International Collage Cen-

ter,” will open Sept. 29. “Onement” already is open in the
Goddard Gallery. Both will
remain on view through Dec.
16.
Museum hours are 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Tuesday through

Friday and 1-5 p.m. Saturday
and Sunday. The museum is
closed Mondays. Admission
is free. For more information,
call (660) 530-5888 or visit
the Web site at www.daummuseum.org.
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