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Slices of Life  

A fresh batch of sweet 
simple pleasures
Jill Pertler

   Every so often it’s good to take the time to stop 
and smell the roses. To count our blessings. To 
pause and appreciate the wonders surrounding 
us. Because they do. In the crazy, busy world 
we live in, sometimes it’s easy to forget. We put 
our blinders on, shift into autopilot and coast. Trouble is, when we’re coast-
ing we’re not paying attention and we miss out on the little things. And the 
big things. Things that are important. And simple. And sweet. Things like:
 A fresh new bar of soap.
 Singing in the shower. A baby shower.
 A summer shower.  A summer suntan.
 Morning coffee on the front porch swing.
 Breakfast at Tiffanys. Breakfast for dinner. Breakfast of 
champions.
 We are the Champions.
 Your son’s first steps.
 A long walk with an old friend.
 Walking the dog. Yo yos.
 A dog’s wagging tail. A cat’s twitching tail.
 Those whirlywig, helicopter maple seeds.
 Fluffy clouds moving across a blue sky.
 Electricity. Running water.
 Home sweet home. Home improvement projects. Coming home 
for the holidays.
 A home run with the bases loaded (unless you are the pitcher).
 Your kindergarten daughter’s drawing of your family, where no 
one has hands except the mom.
 A dog’s wet kisses. A cat’s scratchy kisses.
 When the dog lies in the grass on her back and kicks her legs in 
the air.
 The smell of lemons. Green apple licorice.
 Newly opened potato chips, straight out of the bag.
 “You won.” “Please.” “Thank you.”
 “No cavities.”
 A lost tooth. Fairies. The imagination of a child.
 The imagination of a parent.
 Finding a penny. Finding your lost car keys.
 Finding a lost friend on Facebook.
 Finding Nemo. Feeding the fish.
 A visit to the zoo.
 An afternoon nap.
 “Because I’m the mom, that’s why.”
 A deep cleansing breath.
 A tree fort. Water balloon fights. Red rover.
 Twinkies. Velveeta. Froot Loops.
 Removing a sliver. Popping a pimple.
 A vacant space where the laundry pile once sat.
 The fourth grade author’s tea program at school.
 Silly Putty. Silly String. Knock knock jokes.
 Giving a compliment. Seeing someone smile.
 Dog nose prints on the window.
 Handprints on the wall growing higher and higher.
 Muddy boots discarded outside the back door.
 Digging in the garden. The scent of tomato leaves on your hands.
 The ache in your muscles after a hard day’s work.
 Sweating after a workout. A cool shower.
 Fitting into your old jeans.
 An inside joke shared with your 15-year-old son.
 Family vacations. Family traditions.
 “Time for supper.”
 Homemade spaghetti with meatballs, sprinkled with Parmesan 
cheese with a side of garlic toast.
 Ice cold water. Cherry cobbler. Harry Potter.
 A front row parking spot.
 Front row tickets.
 A dog needing you. A cat kneading you.
 The smell of your spouse’s favorite cologne.
 Talking to your dad. Remembering your mom. Laughing with 
your sister.
 Finding a pen that works. Writing a letter the old-fashioned way.
 Finding the letters you and your spouse exchanged while dating. 
The words to your song.
 Candle light. A night light. Northern Lights.
 Leaving the light on for your teenager.
 Wishing on a star. Soaking in the sun.
 A good laugh. A good cry.
 Trust. Faith. Peace. Truth. Love. Family.
 Cultivating gratitude.
 Beginnings. Endings.
   Until next time. Keep counting. I’m gonna try.
   Jill Pertler is an award-winning syndicated columnist, playwright and 
author of “The Do-It-Yourselfer’s Guide to Self-Syndication” You can read 
more columns at the Slices of Life page on Facebook.

Weekly Devotion
Life isn’t Fair 
by the late Pastor Dick Rentfro

Genealogy One
Helpful	Websites
   The Evangelical Lutheran Church of America has a collection of church 
records. You may find these interesting and helpful. You may be from one 
of the various synods or associations of the Lutheran church and still might 
find what you are looking for on the site. It is http://www.elca.org/archives.  
   Another good source is the Latter Day Saints. http://www.familysearch.
org. You can even use the Dex phone directory! http://www.dexknows.com.  
   You can translate languages at http://www.google.com/language_
tools?hi=en. Remember, if you are Norwegian, there are two styles of writ-
ing and speaking used in the Norwegian language. There is ‘old Norsk’ and 
‘new Norsk’. You can also use http://www.digitalarkivet.uib.no. It is in Nor-
wegian but there is a button on the site to translate to English.
   If your people are from Trondheim, Norway you can use http://tranderlag.
org.  
   Another site is ellisisland.org or www.castlegarden.org. Your ancestors 
may have come across on ships which beached at these locations.
 More Later!  Dennis Gray – dgray@wiktel.com

   I have decided that life is not al-
ways fair and it is not always ex-
plainable. 
   It has become my custom, each 
Tuesday, to visit the local radio sta-
tion and record my program, “Keep-
ing the Faith.” At this station, one of 
the announcers told me something 
that brought sadness to my heart. 
Try as I might, I could make no 
sense of it right away. 
   Their friends were vacationing at 
a large lake near Las Vegas. It was 
a delightful day and spirits ran high. 
In testing the speed of their 30-foot 
racing boat, the speed indicator 
climbed to 50 mph, then faster to 
60, 70, 90 mph! Then the fated craft 
hit something killing a man in his 
early 20’s and leaving alive a man 
of 90.
  “Now what sense does that make?” 
I thought. Wouldn’t a loving God 
take the man who had lived his life 
and spare the life of one so young, 
with so much life never lived?
   No believer can read the book of 
Job and explain why certain things 
happen to certain people. God’s 
ways are not our ways. I believe 
that God always knows best. This 
does not mean for a moment that 

God causes tragedy. God isn’t there 
to punish us when we do wrong. He 
loves the unjust and the just, but He 
also knows the future and what is 
best. 
   I remember some 70 years ago, 
like it was yesterday, when little 
Harry Underwood, with his red hair 
and brand new bicycle was hurt 
riding. Although he fought coura-
geously to live, he died. They let the 
entire school off that day and hun-
dreds of us converged on a grassy 
hillside at Forest Lawn Memorial 
Park in Glendale.
   No one could understand this 
senseless tragedy. One day in heav-
en, God will take us by the hand and 
He will explain. Our Father’s best 
and most mighty plans, for Harry 
Underwood, will unfold throughout 
the ceaseless ages of eternity. Only 
thing, shall we all understand. 
   “All the reassures of the universe 
will be open to the study of God’s 
redeemed. Unfettered by mortal-
ity, they wing their tireless flight to 
worlds afar, worlds that rang with 
songs of gladness at the tidings of a 
ransomed soul.”
   Friends, someday you will under-
stand. 

Seeing God in Many 
Places
submitted by O’Brien M. Stromsodt

   On the week of July 14th the Youth of Our Saviors (Thief Lake), First Lu-
theran (Middle River), and Bethel Lutheran (Greenbush), went on a Mission 
Trip in Minneapolis, called Youth Works. It is a great organization that gets 
a bunch of churches around the area together to see God in many different 
ways. It also teaches us that we shouldn’t let others bring us down, and if we 
do that God is always there to lift us back up. 
   From the time we got there till the time we left we were always helping 
out someone in the community. We did a lot of things from helping with 
children, talking with the kids, helping the elderly, packing boxes, to just 
volunteering wherever they needed help.
   It was really sad to be there, to see all of the homeless people on the street. 
Just thinking: that one bad choice and this is how they end up? People just 
overlook them and they’re people just like you and me. Yes, I realize that 
they made a few mistakes, but we all have. We all deserve second chances. 
That’s why I’m glad to say I got to help out at a place that gave second 
chances, and that was Mary’s Place. 
   Mary’s Place is a homeless shelter for families in need and it is run by a 
woman named Mary Jo. She is a very kind hearted woman. She is always 
faithful to herself, others, and especially God. She started Mary’s Place 
about 15 years ago and has made it a success! But, most importantly, she 
gives people the hope they need, the faith they deserve, and the word of God. 
This helps them get back on their feet. 
   This week was amazing and there are a lot of amazing places out there just 
like Mary’s Place. But we didn’t just work all week we had a lot of fun to. 
We went to the Sculpture Garden, Mini Ha-ha Falls, and Feed My Starving 
Children. I liked going to Feed My Starving Children the best, because I 
learned what we did there is going to help millions of kids around the world. 
Minneapolis has great volunteering places, and it makes me happy to know 
what we did only for one week changed this community.  

“You think the only people who are people, are the people who look and 
think like you. But if you walk the footsteps of a stranger, you’ll learn things 
you never knew you never knew” –Pocahontas

   Just this quote alone explains what I learned this week. I think that no one 
should judge one another, because you have no idea what they have been 
through.

Peyton Svegdahl, Nadja Melby, Madison Wagner, Annabelle 
Chaplinski, O’Brien Stromsodt and Emma Dagenais in front of a 
Youthworks banner.

Tom Abrahamson 
Memorial Fund
by The Abrahamson Family

   Tom Abrahamson died on July 
16th, 2013 of Metastatic Adenocar-
cinoma Lung Cancer.
   Tom was born in Minneapolis on 
May 23, 1946 and graduated from 
Roosevelt High School and the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. After college 
Tom moved out west with his wife 
Theresa and they lived in the coun-
try in northern California until mov-
ing to Greenbush in 1972; although 
Tom always thought of Greenbush 
as his true home and had strong ties 
to the people and his land. 
   Tom worked for many years with 
Northwest Community Action and 
later as an independent contrac-
tor, reinsulating and weatherizing 
homes for low income folks all 
across the upper northwest corner of Minnesota. Apart from raising his two 
daughters Jessica and Amy, Tom’s life revolved around helping and car-
ing for abandoned, injured and abused dogs. Throughout his lifetime Tom 
owned 15 dogs and an Eclectus parrot, he was also very dedicated to helping 
the Pennington County Humane Society. 
   Instead of a funeral Tom wanted a memorial fund established, so we have 
started a fund to raise money for the Pennington County Humane Society 
and to honor Tom with a paver in their memorial garden for each one of the 
16 animals that he cared for. With each donation of $100 the Pennington 
County Humane Society will add an inscribed paver to their memorial gar-
den walkway. http://pawstrf.org/ 
   If you would like to help the Pennington County Humane Society and also 
honor the memory of our friend, (brother, father, grandpa) whose life work 
was caring for neglected and unwanted dogs, please make a donation of any 
amount to: Pennington County Humane Society.
   Send your check to Tom’s brother who is coordinating the memorial pav-
ers: Dan Abrahamson; 12525 82nd Street SE; Clear Lake, MN 55319.
   We appreciate your caring thoughts, even if you are not able to send a 
donation, just take a moment of your day to wish him well and send him a 
prayer in your own way.
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