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Marshall County Court 
Report
Marshall County Sheriff
   Kailey Christine Bakken, Moor-
head, MN, 65/55, Petty Misdemean-
or, $125.
   Justin Kelly Haugtvedt, Warren, 
MN, Minor Consumption, Misde-
meanor, $185; Disorderly Conduct, 
Petty Misdemeanor, $100.
   Derrek Richard Labine, St. Hilaire, 
MN, Violate Restraining Order, dis-
missed; Harassment, Misdemeanor, 
$260.
   David Michael Ramsey, Thief River 
Falls, MN, 75/55, Petty Misdemean-
or, $225.
   Austin Michael Schell, Roseau, MN, 
No Proof of Insurance, Dismissed.
MN State Patrol 
   Sherry Dale Beardy, 83/55, Petty 
Misdemeanor, $285.
   Delores Chief-Abigosis, 76/55, Pet-
ty Misdemeanor, $155.
   Melissa Jeanine Gunnarson, Lake 
Bronson, MN, 80/55, Petty Misde-
meanor, $225.
   Mark Robert Hutnacher, Karlstad, 
MN, No Seatbelt, Petty Misdemean-

or, $110.
   Tyson Jay Jarshaw, Newfolden, 
MN, No Proof of Insurance, Petty 
Misdemeanor, $285.
   Keaton Bruce Laymon, Exceed-
ing Registered GVW, Misdemeanor, 
$785; Exceeding Allowed GVW, 
Misdemeanor, $700; Over Legal 
Tandem Axle Weight, Misdemeanor, 
$700.
   Brittani Ann Panek, Newfolden, 
MN, No Seatbelt, Petty Misdemean-
or, $110.
   Charlotte Ada Peebles, 69/55, Petty 
Misdemeanor, $135.
   Saysamone Phimpharath, St. Cloud, 
MN, 70/55, Petty Misdemeanor, 
$145.
      William Floyd Sczepanski, Ste-
phen, MN, MN Annual Inspection 
Decal Violation, Petty Misdemeanor, 
$185.
       Arlyn Herbert Stengrim, Warren, 
MN, DWI, Misdemeanor. $910; DWI, 
Gross Misdemeanor, Dismissed.
   Keith Karman Tacan, 65/55, Petty 
Misdemeanor, $125.

   Blossom end rot in tomato is 
caused by rapid fruit growth which 
fails to provide enough calcium for 
cell structure, can be minimized by 
regular watering, fertilizing, and 
avoiding root injury by too close 
cultivation.
   Continue to “dead-head” perennial 
flowers to prevent seed set and en-
able the plant to retain more energy 
for next year’s bloom.
   Manage your compost pile by 
keeping the pile moist and turning 

Gardener’s  Corner
Debbie Ornquist

Garden Tips for August
it frequently to maintain the aerobic 
environment (with oxygen) and to 
speed up the breakdown process.
   Divide perennial such as iris, 
creeping phlox, coreopsis, wild gin-
ger, and Echinacea in early fall.
   For more information about all of 
these topics go to the MN Extension 
web site under gardening.
   Debbie Ornquist is a certified Mas-
ter Gardener with the University of 
Minnesota Extension Service and 
provides volunteer work for them.

Wasps are Common Now 	
by James Stordahl, Extension Educator

   We often get questions on insects over the 
course of the summer, this year is no exception. 
One of the more common questions is related 
to wasps and hornets. Although both tend to be 
considered a pest, not all are harmful or fright-
ening. One example is the oddly named, Mud 
Dauber.
   Mud Daubers are solitary wasps and belong 
to a group of Sphecid (pronounced SFEE-sid) wasps. During mid to late 
summer, these wasps are commonly found around their nests and flowers.
   Sphecid wasps have bodies that vary from slender to stout. Some are less 
than half an inch long but many are larger, ranging from ½ to 1 ½ inches 
long (they can appear considerably larger when they are alive and active!). 
Many are black and yellow while others are black and orange and a few 
are iridescent blackish purple. These wasps are solitary, living in individual 
nests. However you can find many in a small area as a lot of species live 
together gregariously. Most sphecid wasps nest in the ground, while some 
nest in cavities, such as in hollow plant stems or cavities in wood, while a 
few construct nests made of mud.
   Sometimes sphecid wasps are confused with bees and with yellowjackets, 
especially when they nest in the ground. However, most of the commonly 
encountered sphecid wasps are generally larger than yellowjackets. If you 
watch them, just one individual sphecid wasp goes into a nest but there may 
be many nests in one area. Yellowjackets, on the other hand, will have many 
different individuals entering and leaving a single nest opening.
   Sphecids prey on insects or spiders which they paralyze and then feed to 
their young. They either drag the immobilized prey to their nest or they carry 
them back while they are flying. Generally, a particular sphecid wasp attacks 
a specific type of insect.
   One common group of sphecid wasps are the thread-waisted wasps. They 
are recognized by the thin, conspicuous pedicel (actually part of the thorax) 
connecting the thorax and the abdomen giving them an unusual appearance. 
If Twiggy would have been an insect, she would have been a sphecid wasp. 
   Mud daubers are about 3/4 to 1 inch long and is black with mostly yel-
low legs and yellow markings on its thorax. This insect visits moist soil to 
make balls of mud to build its nests which can be commonly constructed on 
homes. Another mud dauber is Chalybion californicus. Unlike S . caemen-
tarium, this wasp is black with just a little iridescence. It constructs its nests 
in cavities in plant stems and in buildings. However, instead of gathering 
mud like S. caementarium , it carries water to a source of soil near its nest to 
moisten it so it can use the mud to build its nest. Both mud daubers provision 
their nests with spiders.
   If you encounter sphecid wasps on flowers, they are just feeding on nec-
tar. They are harmless to plants and should be ignored. In fact, even when 
sphecid wasps are found nesting in your yard they should be tolerated as 
much as possible. They pose very little threat to people and are very benefi-
cial because of the insects they eat. Although sphecid wasps may potentially 
sting to protect themselves, they are usually quite docile and nonaggressive 
towards people and will mind their own business when they are left undis-
turbed.
   Like people, the vast majority of insects are either harmless or provide a 
helpful function -- despite their sometimes scary appearance; the mud daub-
er is one such example. For more information scary insects, contact me at 
800-450-2465 or stordahl@umn.edu. Source: Jeffrey Hahn, UM Extension 
Entomologist

ASK A 
TROOPER
by Sgt. Jesse Grabow of the 
Minnesota State Patrol

Question: What is the law (if 
there is one) concerning the 
farmers irrigation system spray-
ing water on the highway and 
having to drive through it. To me 
it is a hazard for automobiles (hy-
droplaning etc.) and extremely 
dangerous for motorcycles.
Answer: This is a good one; as I 

received three similar questions on this very topic this week. Through my 
research, I was unable to locate any law or statute that specifically states that 
it is illegal for an irrigation system to spray water on a highway; however, I 
did find this in Minnesota State Statute 160.2715:
(1) obstruct any highway or deposit snow or ice thereon;
(2) plow or perform any other detrimental operation within the road right-
of-way
Violation of this statute is a misdemeanor.  It is my opinion that if enough 
water was deposited onto the highway, this statute may apply.  “Obstruct any 
highway” does not only mean “to block” but “to hinder from passage” and 
“impede.”  As for “detrimental” meaning “obviously harmful,” if the water 
standing on the road caused more than a wet roadway - enough to hydro-
plane and thus cause a crash - this too would be an issue.  
I would encourage anyone that observes a safety issue on a roadway to re-
port is as quickly as possible so the proper road authority can address it as 
soon as possible.
If you have any questions concerning traffic related laws or issues in Min-
nesota send your questions to Trp. Jesse Grabow – Minnesota State Patrol 
at 1000 Highway 10 West, Detroit Lakes, MN 56501-2205.  (You can follow 
him on Twitter @MSPPIO_NW or reach him at, jesse.grabow@state.mn.us)

OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS 
Marshall County Board of Commissioners

July 2, 2013   9:00 A.M.
Marshall County Boardroom

The Pledge of Allegiance was given.  
Chairperson Bring called the meeting to order with the following present: 
Commissioners Gary Kiesow, Kenneth Borowicz, Sharon Bring, Rolland 
Miller, Leroy Vonasek, Auditor-Treasurer Scott Peters, and Recording 
Secretary Domita Mack. 
The July 2, 2013 meeting agenda was approved with additions. M/S/C – 
Kiesow, Vonasek
Art Drenckhahn representing the WAO Education Foundation addressed 
the Board to request approval for a fundraising raffle. M/S/C – Borowicz, 
Miller
The Board approved the June 18, 2013 meeting minutes with corrections.  
M/S/C – Kiesow, Borowicz
The Board approved the June 18, 2013 Board of Equalization Meeting as 
written. M/S/C – Vonasek, Miller
County Assessor Russ Steer addressed the Board regarding the 2014 As-
sessor Budget and the 2014 County Car Budget.
Emergency Management Director/Solid Waste Manager Josh Johnston 
addressed the Board regarding his 2014 Budgets.
Extension Agent Howard Person addressed the Board regarding the 2014 
Budget.
County Highway Engineer Lon Aune addressed the Board. Mr. Aune re-
quested and received authorization to hire Nate Koland for the Engineer 
Technician position at a B31, Step 2.  M/S/C – Vonasek, Bring
Mr. Aune and Highway Accountant David Lansing discussed the 2014 
Highway Budget with the Board.	
Mr. Aune discussed the legislative proposals and monetary effects of  $10 
per registered vehicle wheelage tax and a half cent sales tax for Marshall 
County for 2014. 
Mr. Aune requested and received approval to advertise for an office man-
ager position at the highway department. M/S/C – Vonasek, Borowicz
The Board approved to replace culverts on the CD 38. M/S/C – Miller, 
Vonasek
Auditor-Treasurer Scott Peters provided the following items for his re-
port: 1. Johnson Control Contract; 2. Ditch Report; 3. 2014 Budget 
Review; 4. Marshall County Health Plan Update; 5. Oslo Bridge Cor-
respondence; 6. Watershed Manager Appointment Review; 7. Enbridge 
Meeting; 8. DNR Meeting.
The following Commissioner/Committee Reports were shared: Commis-
sioner - Meeting/Report; Borowicz - Equalization Meeting, Extension, 
County Park, KaMaR, Tamarac River Sub Watershed, Benefit Commit-
tee; Bring - Extension, Ditch Systems, County Park, Klobuchar Meeting, 
Dan Fabian Meeting; Kiesow - Equalization Meeting, NW Community 
Action, Joint Powers Natural Resource, NW Regional Development, 
Tamarac River Project Work Team; Miller - Equalization Meeting, Ben-
efit Committee, KaMaR, MST Watershed; Vonasek - Equalization Meet-
ing.
The Board authorized Mr. Peters and Mr. Steer to draft a letter to legisla-
ture citing concerns with the possible exemption of fertilizer and chemi-
cal storage buildings beginning in 2015.   
The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 p.m. by Chairperson Bring. 

Budget, Impacts on Rural MN 
Discussed at Town Halls
New laws in effect July 1
submitted by State Representative Dan Fabian

   I’m always encouraged that so many folks in our dis-
trict are engaged with what the state legislature is up to in 
St. Paul. Following the end of the 2013 session, I held 15 
town hall meetings where discussion surrounded the new 
historic tax-and-spend budget, government overreach, and 
the growing rural/metro divide.
   Area residents expressed their concern that, starting July 1, rural Minnesotans 
will pay more for historic government growth while receiving lower priority for 
state funding. Spending will increase by nearly 10 percent—or five times faster 
than the economic recovery—and every hardworking taxpayer will pay for it.
   I echo local citizens’ concerns about the change in course Minnesota made 
this year under one party control. After two years of economic recovery under a 
common-sense, responsible budget that lived within its means—like families do 
every day in our neck of the woods—we’ve turned the ship around and headed 
the other direction.
   Since 2011, Minnesota has witnessed a significant economic turnaround. Fol-
lowing a historic $5 billion budget deficit and high unemployment, we are finally 
seeing revenue on the rise (without tax increases), replenished reserves, and tens 
of thousands of new jobs and businesses.
   I am disappointed to report that, rather than supporting this economic recovery, 
my colleagues across the aisle supported an all-spending approach to budgeting. 
They added nearly 1,300 new government jobs, gave pay raises to statewide poli-
ticians, funded state agencies above requested amounts, and bailed out facilities 
and groups in Minneapolis, St. Paul, and Duluth.
   In order to afford billions of dollars in new spending, taxes and fees were 
increased upwards of $3 billion, shrinking rural families’ checkbooks and dimin-
ishing the competitiveness of our businesses in border communities. 
   Folks at the town halls rightly recognized that everyone will be affected by 
this budget. A recent tax incidence study shows that every Minnesotan will pay 
higher taxes. In fact, the poorest of the poor will pay more as a percentage of their 
income than other tax brackets.
   I’ve received emails and had conversations with small business owners con-
cerned about the business climate in Minnesota and how hard it is to stay open 
and compete with North Dakota. Under the new budget, many of these Main 
Street folks will have to pay 25 percent more because they file their business 
taxes through their individual tax returns.
   Our larger employers will also pay more in taxes, which could result in less 
take-home pay for hardworking employees or the loss of jobs altogether.
   Implement dealers and farmers have talked to me about the new sales tax on 
equipment repairs. This tax, on top of a long list of other new taxes, will cut 
into their bottom line. Unfortunately, many will have to pass the new costs on 
to consumers.
   The regressive cigarette tax will increase from $1.23 per pack to $2.83 per pack 
to pay for the new Vikings stadium, and fees will increase for driver’s licenses, 
vehicle registrations, and vehicle titles. 
   Energy bills are expected to increase due to a new solar mandate on utility com-
panies, and health insurance premiums are projected to increase in order to pay 
for the new Obamacare Health Insurance Exchange bureaucracy. 
   A new warehousing and storage tax will increase the costs on nearly every 
product, like fuel, groceries, ATVs, you name it. It is set to go into effect next 
year, and I am hopeful it will be repealed before then.
   Unfortunately, there are winners and losers under the new budget, with the 
metro being the big winner this session. One bright side was the bonding bill 
that provided flood mitigation relief to our district—an example of what good 
government should do.
   Although the legislative session is over for the year, your input is still welcomed 
and encouraged! Please feel free to contact me any time regarding matters of state 
government. I can be reached at rep.dan.fabian@house.mn, 651.296.9635, or 307 
State Office Building, 100 Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd., St. Paul, MN 55155.

Help Wanted 
Part Time Waitress/Cook

Stop In and Apply at 
Paradise in Strathcona

http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=31525&ReturnUrl=mailto:stordahl@umn.edu
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=31525&ReturnUrl=mailto:jesse.grabow@state.mn.us
http://www.etypeservices.com/Flash/LinkRedirection.aspx?IssueID=31525&ReturnUrl=mailto:rep.dan.fabian@house.mn



