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Congratulations to

Tobacco
Heritage Days
on your 43rd year!
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The Hermanson family pumpkin patch farm achieves century status
By Sam Martino, special to the

Edgerton Reporter

The Hermanson Farm, four miles
outside of Edgerton on Highway N,
stands out with its white barns and pet
animal sheds surrounded by the green
countryside.
The well-kept landscape reflects

the care three generations of the Her-
manson family contributed to its suc-
cess.
Once surrounded by 110 acres of

corn, hayfields, and “green gold” to-
bacco plants, the landscape has
changed dramatically.
While Southeastern Wisconsin

farmers and others celebrate Tobacco
Days this week in Edgerton, Roger
and Gail Hermanson will celebrate
the 100 year anniversary of the family
farm.
The Hermanson family was once

part of the robust economic boom of
tobacco harvesting during the
late19th century and a good part of
the 20th century when 52 tobacco
warehouses purchased tobacco from
farmers in the region.
Roger’s grandfather began grow-

ing tobacco and raising dairy cows in
1914. His son Lester took over the
farm in 1941 and ran it until 1980
when Roger moved from Edgerton to
the homestead at 127 County Road N.
“My dad milked cows until he moved
into Edgerton in 1980. We switched

homes and began keeping up the tra-
dition of the tobacco farm for a few
years,” Roger said.
Except for Hermanson’s sixteen-

acre pumpkin patch, most of the land
is leased to a nearby farmer for farm-
ing.
While Roger’s father, Lester and

grandfather, Louis were more tradi-
tional farmers, Roger worked at the
General Motors plant in Janesville for
39 years until his retirement in 2004.
His wife, Gail, worked as a school

teacher until the first of their 3 chil-
dren was born.
Growing pumpkins became a

major activity of the farm due to the
reduction in federal tobacco quotas.
During the peak harvest time for

tobacco, the Hermansons sold as
much as 12 tons of tobacco a year.
The fall pumpkin harvest days be-
came a lucrative hobby.
Come September and October the

farm will reflect another season of a
crop of pumpkins.
“In 1987 when our kids went to

college we went into raising pump-
kins. We have 40 different varieties,”
said Roger Hermanson. Gail and
Roger have two daughters and a son
who along with four grandchildren all
take part in creating 5,000 hills for the
planting of the pumpkin seeds in early
spring.
Meanwhile, raising pumpkins is

not all of what the family does.

Roger and Gail Hermanson posed by their sign indicating their farm was established in 1914 
(Photo by Sam Martino)

Hermanson’s farm aerial view                           
(Submitted by Roger Hermanson)

Reprinted from The Edgerton
Reporter, July 25, 1979
By Marguerite Hanson

The well kept yard and farm build-
ing on the Lester Hermanson farm on
County Highway N speak of pride of
ownership and love of the land.
When Louis Hermanson, Lester’s

father, purchased this farm in 1914 it
was only 40 acres. Louis had married
Grace Hayes of Pardeeville whom he
had met when she was babysitting for
the Jim Burns family. Lester was born
on June 7, just three months after they
moved on the farm. There was an
older child, Mary  Louise; and another
son was born there.
It was formerly the Graves farm,

and the story making the rounds at
time went like this: Mr. Graves dis-
appeared and it was speculated that he
had been murdered and buried under
the crawl space beneath the kitchen
floor. On the first night  the Louis
Hermanson’s moved in, Grace heard
what she thought were the bones of
Mr. Graves rattling around the floor. 

Roger and Gail provide a fun time
for hundreds of area families during
the Halloween season, including hay
rides, a spook house in a barn on the
farm and the viewing of a variety of
pets. They include goats, sheep, pigs,
rabbits, a llama and alpacas.
While a hay ride costs $1, the visit

to the farm is free. Families can pick
their own pumpkins that can range in
price from $2 to $40. 
Gail also sells a variety of

gourds—she hand-paints faces on the
gourds of ghosts, scarecrows and
witches.
“I have always liked to paint and

draw,” she said of her craft work. 
The farm also sells twelve varieties

of squash, gourds, Indian corn and
broomcorn.
Before retirement the Hermansons

sold pumpkins and gourds for 25
years on the grounds of the State
Capitol during the farmer’s market on
Saturdays.
With Tobacco Days the Herman-

son family will be well remembered.
Thirty years ago Lester Herman-

son and his wife Pernette served as
King and Queen of Tobacco Heritage
Days. Roger and Gail also have been
King and Queen of the event.
The century-old Hermanson farm

will be open for pumpkin picking and
tours from Sept. 20 through Hal-
loween.

Gail painting one of her many gourds                (Photo by Sam Martino)

Hermanson farm roots continue through generations

continued on page 13

Pictured are the barn, tobacco shed
and outbuildings with the faithful
old watchdog keeping guard.

(1979 photo)

Roger Hermanson with a past harvest of home grown pumpkins from his 8 acre pumpkin patch.
(Photo by Sam Martino)

“There isn’t much to be
seen in a little town, but
what you hear makes up
for it” (Kin Hubbard)


