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On the first night the Louis Her-
manson’s moved in, Grace heard
what she thought were the bones of
Mr. Grave rattling around the floor.
Terrified, she awakened her husband,
only to find the family cat rolling a
bottle under the bed.

On the 40 acres they raised seven
to eight acres of tobacco and also
some milk cows and brood sows. The
cattle were important because of the
manure used on the tobacco field.
They separated the cream and sent it
to the creamery for which they were
paid sometimes only enough to pay
for the butter they received in return.
Tobacco sold for two to three cents a
pound some years.

Lester married Pernette Jacobson
in 1939 and moved to the farm in
1942, as his mother was dying of can-
cer. In 1946 he purchased the farm
from his father. Twenty additional
acres had been bought from Charlie
Hartzell in the early thirties. With
Ralph Bradley he purchased the Mal-
oney farm across the tracks from his
farm. Later he sold his interest in the
Maloney farm and bought 40 acres on
the corner of what was the “old

Stoughton road” and County Trunk
N. Adding to this later, he got 18 acres
from the Willard Stebbins farm.

When grandfather Elling Herman-
son came from Norway he purchased
the land and built the home on what I
know as the Charles Bowen farm (just
“down the road apiece” from where
Lester and Pernette live).

There’s an old saying about taking
the boy out of the country but not
being able to take the country out of
the boy. How true!

Roger, Lester’s son and his wife
and three children will be moving on
the home farm soon. Roger has a son,
Todd, so the fourth generation of Her-
mansons plus two daughters will be
living there. Lester and Pernette’s
daught, Donna, with husband Donald
Nelson and three children have
bought the adjoining farm (Kersten)
across the tracks, plus the Lee Van
Valen farm next to them.

This fall Lester will undergo a hip
socket replacement and he and Per-
nette will exchange homes (they’ve
purchased on Blaine Street) but you
can bet that the lure of the farm will
bring them back often

Laugh from the past reprinted from The Edgerton Reporter 1973

“Did you ever meet with an acci-
dent?” inquired the farmer’s insurance
agent.

“No,” said the farmer, then added
as an after thought, “a mule kicked in
two of my ribs once and a year ago a
rattlesnack bit me on the leg.”

“Great Scott,” gasped the agent,
“don’t you consider those accidents?”’
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“Naw,” said the farmer. “They done it
on purpose.”

A man told his psychiatrist, “I can’t
get rid of the feeling that I'm a horse,
can you cure me?” “Yes,” said the doc-

or, “but it will take a long time, and

my fee will be very high.” “Oh, that’s
no problem,” he said; “I can afford it -
I just won the Kentucky Derby.”
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Mary Louise, Lester and Elver Hermanson all dressed up in their
“Sunday Best.”

Lester (41 years old) is showing Roger (8 years old) how the new Jamesway barn cleaner operates. ‘“Saves my back and cuts chore time in half,” is what Lester Hermanson siad of his Jamesway cleaner. The year was

1953. Photos indicate how the cleaner works inside the barn and conveys outside to the manure spreader.

We Salute our Hometown
as we Celebrate
Tobacco Heritage Days!
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- Haircare for the Entire Family

—

384-8600

5 IIZ W. Rollln St.

884 -

8600

Brenda - Debbie - Midge - Linda

608.752.6610

“Feel Good Inside!”

Welcome to

Tobacco Days

Thank You

for your business!
Dan & Jim McCue
608.884.4444

608.423.4480

(Submitted by Roger Hermanson)
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July 18-20, 2014
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Live bands on the Stage at Racetrack Park

Cary and Crud

Friday, 7:00 - 11:00 pm:

Transportation

Saturday, 2:30-6:30 pm: Liam Ford from Racetrack
_ Park to
8:00 pm - Midnight:: Killer Cars Downtown.
Look for shuttle
Sunday, 1:00 - 4:00 pm: Mad Ta.dders stop Sigl‘lS by Poo
Sunday, 4:00-8:00 pm:  Dan Reilly & Marios

Plus: pie eating contest, kids pedal tractor race, ball games, petting zoo, lip sync,
cash raffle, cow bingo, and of course pop, beer & food

Souvenir Buttons available at Grams Insurance Agency and Piggly Wiggly.
2014 T-Shirts available at Edgerton Pharmacy $10.00
Enjoy traditional favorites throughout town:
Art fair, big wheels race, book sale, Friday fish fry, ice cream & pie social, fun run/walk,
classic car show, truck & tractor pulls and the Sunday parade.

Edgerton Heritage Days 2014 donations & proceeds benefit:

AFS. Edgerton History Museum Edgerton Rotary

Tri-County Community Center Edgerton Art Association Tobacco Days Car Show

Vietnam Vets Chapter 236 Fulton Lodge #69 Saunders Creek Community Church
Chamber of Commerce FFA Alumni Conservation Club

Edgerton Federation of Women’s Club
City of Edgerton for park improvements

Edgerton Library Edgerton Youth Girls Fast Pitch Boosters

A special thank you to all our sponsors and community members who volunteer their time and talents to this event.
Without them, this celebration could not take place.

For current schedule of events VISIt. WWW. Edgertontobaccodays com
I I IS & IS & B E EEm



