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PUNCH
The

Early Voting
Going On Now

A Santo defensive lineman connected with this punch through Chris DelaRosa’s (51) face-
mask Friday night. Goldthwaite Eagle photographer Steven Bridges snapped the photo at 
just the right second. No flag was thrown on the play. The Eagles beat Santo 68-19.

By MIKE LEE 
Eagle Contributor
 The De Leon Bearcats can’t afford another loss 
entering Friday’s football game against Goldthwaite.
 De Leon, 4-4 overall and 0-2 in District 5-1A Divi-
sion I, host the Goldthwaite Eagles (3-4, 1-0) at 7:30 
p. m. Friday at Bearcat Stadium, and another district 
loss would eliminate the Bearcats from playoff con-
tention.
 De Leon lost to San Saba (41-0) 
and Hico (29-22) in its first two dis-
trict games, in part, because of turn-
overs. De Leon lost five turnovers 
against San Saba. The Bearcats lost 
three turnovers in the fourth quar-
ter alone against Hico when the 
Bearcats were down 29-22 and had a 
chance to tie or win the game.
 “You hope they keep turning 
the ball over, but you can’t count 
on that,” said Jeffrey Head, Goldthwaite’s co-head 
coach and defensive coordinator. “They have one 
of those offenses that can make you look bad if  you 
don’t do your job. They use a lot of misdirection run-
ning plays and pull their linemen and use a lot of  
play-action passes. All four of their backs (including 
quarterback Kaleb Nowlin) are fast enough to go the 
distance.”
 De Leon uses the Slot-T offense, with the wing-
back lined up in the slot in a tight formation. That 

alignment allows the wingback -- senior Oscar 
Chavez -- to be more involved in sweeps, traps and 
misdirection running plays. The Bearcats made per-
sonnel changes four weeks ago, moving Nowlin from 
fullback to quarterback, where he has remained a pri-
mary ball carrier. Nowlin scored five touchdowns in 
the Bearcats’ first two games while playing fullback.
 Nowlin was part of the Bearcats’ three-headed 
rushing machine early this season that also included 

Robert Smith and Auston Sad-
berry. All three rushed for 100 
yards or more in a 38-6 season-
opening rout of Roscoe. Smith, 
a junior and De Leon’s top run-
ner at 5-feet-10 and 205 pounds, 
is still a threat, but Sadberry has 
been playing only on defense in 
recent games.
 After rushing for 821 yards in 
season-opening wins over Roscoe 

and Baird -- which have combined for three wins this 
season -- De Leon has struggled against tougher op-
ponents. The Bearcats failed to score an offensive 
touchdown in losses to Tolar (39-0), Hamilton (39-
13) and San Saba.
 The Bearcats start four seniors and six juniors on 
offense. Their line averages 210 pounds.
 The Bearcats have passed more -- up to 10 times a 
game -- since moving Nowlin back to quarterback, 
where he started last season.

EAGLES at DeLeon

Eagles take on 
DESPERATE 
BEARCATS

By Tammarrah Pledger
Eagle Asst. Editor
 More details on the Goldth-
waite Independent School Dis-
trict’s proposed $9.96 million 
bond and construction project, 
some of the findings of a state 
fire marshal’s report and an 
electrical engineer’s report, and 
an explanation of the Texas As-
sociation of School Board Fa-
cilities Assessment study were all 

By Charles Allen Hicks
My Service in the Air Force

 On the 30th of June 1951, I 
raised my right hand and swore 
my oath at the Abilene Induction 
Center. I was now a member of  
the U.S. Air Force. I then was 
sent to Lackland Air Force Base 
for my eight weeks basic training.
 From there, I went with a 
group of others to Camp Gor-
don, Ga., for military police 

Honoring Our
  Own!

Charles Hicks 
recalls USAF service

Charles A. Hicks
US Air Force

training. Afterwards, I was sent 
back to San Antonio. This time, 
I was assigned to the 2597th 
Air Police Squadron at Brookes 
AFB. This squadron’s members 
had no base duties but worked 
out of the San Antonio Police 
Headquarters.
 Our assignments included 

See Charles Hicks, 
Page 10A

See Eagles vs. DeLeon, Page 7A

Second, Third GISD 
Bond Meetings Held

discussed during the second and 
third public meetings on the mat-
ter, held Tuesday, Oct. 16, and 
Monday, Oct. 22.
 Sidebars on the fire marshal’s 
report and electrical engineer’s 
report can be found on pages 8B 
and 9B this week. A story on the 
TASB facilities study was pub-

See Bond Meetings, 
Page 6A

Related Reading:

Letters to the Editor - 
See Page 8B

Electrical Engineer’s 
Report - See Page 8B

Fire Marshal’s Report - 
See Page 9B

 Early voting for the upcoming 
General Election began Mon-
day morning.
 Early voting will continue 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on week-
days through Friday, Nov. 2, and 
will be held in the Mills County 
State Bank Community Room.
 Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 
6, and voters will cast their bal-
lots between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. at 
their voting precinct locations.
 Local offices on the ballot in-
clude:
 County Commissioner of  
Precinct 1 - incumbent John 

Mann (Dem.), will face chal-
lenger Mike Wright (Rep.); and
 County Commissioner of  
Precinct 3 - Robert Hall (Rep.) 
will face Dale Partin (Dem.).
  Also on the ballot this elec-
tion is the Goldthwaite Inde-
pendent School District Bond 
Election, which will be a “for” 
or “against” vote.
 If  you have any questions 
about where you are supposed 
to vote on Election Day, call the 
Mills County Clerk’s office at 
325-648-3879.
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