10 - Mills County Visitor Guide 2016

Mills County Courthouse Now

Restored to H

In January of 2008, Mills
County officials were noti-
fied the county had received
a $5 million grant from the
Texas Historical Commission

for the historical restoration
of the courthouse.

The state wants to see the
courthouse brought back to
the condition it was in when
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it was rebuilt in 1913, Mills
County Judge Kirk Fulk told
The Goldthwaite Eagle. He
explained the original Mills

County Courthouse was
constructed in 1890; that
structure burned in 1912.

The courthouse was rebuilt
in 1913.

The restoration project re-
quired about $6 million, with
the county paying the dif-
ference not covered by the
state grant money. The Mills
County Courthouse Resto-
ration Association held sev-
eral fundraisers to help off-
set the county’s portion of
the restoration cost.

In January of 2009, the
county offices moved into
the annex building on Park-
er Street. At about the same
time, the contract for theres-
toration was let to low-bid-
der J.C. Stoddard Construc-
tion Co., out of San Antonio.
The bid for the project came
in at $5.7 million. The proj-
ect was to be completed in
600 working days from the

istoric Splendor
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MILLS COUNTY COURTHOUSE . .
MILLS COUNTY, WAS FORMED INi 1887, AND CITIZENS,
BUILE A COUNTY JAIL [N GOLDTHWAITE THE
FOLIOWING: YEAR. INI 7889, GOLDTHWAITE WAS
CHOSEN' COUNTY SEAT, AND OSCAR RUFFINE
DESIGNED THE FIRST COURTHOUSE; IT SERVED AT THIS
SITE: FROM: 1890' THROUGH 1912, WHEN IT WAS
DESTROYED! BY FIRE. THE COUNTY HIRED NOTED SANI
| ANTONIO' ARCHITECT HENRY T. PHELPS TO' DESIGN
| THIS COURTHOUSE, COMPLETED INl 19F3 BY THE
SORDON-JONES' CONSTRUCTION! COMPANY.. PHELPS
34‘;):5 T:TERS?]:SSICAE REVIVAL STYLE FOR THE THREE-
CTURE WITH BASEMENT )
RECTANGUIAR FORM A CENTRAI, GRNAMENTAL
| ND FLUTED, ENGAGED COLUMNS.
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start of construction.

Construction on the court-
house got underway in Feb-
ruary of 2009. The reno-
vations were completed in
the spring of 2011, and the
courthouse rededication cer-
emony was held in August of
2011.

Visitors are encouraged to
make a point of stopping by
to see the newly-restored
Mills County Courthouse.
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