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In Full Swing!

 The Goldthwaite PTO will host the 2015 Easter Egg Hunt in the Goldthwaite City Park on Saturday morning, April 4, at 10 a.m.
 Previously put on by the Goldthwaite Area Chamber of Com-merce, the PTO took it over for this year. The egg hunt will be free for all ages from 0 to 8. Age groups for the hunt will be 0-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8.  Goldthwaite Health and Rehab this year will help by stuffing all the eggs with prizes and candy. The local Goldthwaite Girl Scouts will do all the egg hiding in the park.

 A thousand-plus eggs for each age group will be hidden this year, and one golden egg for each group – in that golden egg will be movie tickets for a family night out. Everyone's invited to attend this event for kids to have fun and pick up eggs. Parents, bring your cameras and take photos of your kids.
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Sports are in full swing this spring at Goldthwaite CISD. Senior tennis player Guillermo Torres prepares to serve last 
week at the GHS tennis courts. The Eagle and Lady Eagle tennis teams traveled to Blanket for a tournament Tuesday. 
GHS track teams will run, jump and throw at Hamilton Thursday. The Eagle baseball team and Lady Eagle softball 
teams will play in Goldthwaite Friday. The Eagles will take on Winters beginning at 4 pm.  The Lady Eagles will play San 
Saba at 5 pm.  

By Brian Whitt
Goldthwaite Eagle
 This is the sixth year of the Centex Run for Compas-sion, and the second year GHS Senior Everett Francis has been involved with coordinating the race. He is this year’s race organizer, overseeing the website, sponsor-ships, advertising and everything else that goes with that responsibility.

 Francis said the race “does a lot of good,” in its fund-raising for Compassion International, a Christian hu-manitarian organization that provides aid to third-world countries. In past years, the run has benefitted people in Haiti and Colombia, and helped Compassion Interna-tional build clean water wells and provide aid to impov-erished children. Last year, the race raised $5,600 for Compassion International’s Sponsorship Plus Program for unsponsored children. Proceeds from this year’s race will once again go to Sponsorship Plus. Two races will start in front of Mills County State Bank early Saturday morning, April 4. At 8:30, a Kid-die-K race will be held for kids age 12 and under, fol-lowed by a 5K run at 9:00. Registration information can be found at www.centexrunforcompassion.com. According to Francis, “It was really cool to see how many people were willing to stand up and help.” He also expressed gratitude for everyone who worked to “help him personally, and a good cause as well.” “I appreciate every bit of it,” he said.

Photo by Steven Bridges

GHS Senior 
Organizes 

Run for 
Compassion

	  

Get	  ready	  for	  the	  6th	  annual	  CenTex	  Run	  for	  Compassion!	  Come	  run	  with	  us	  and	  help	  support	  Compassion	  International.	  All	  of	  this	  year’s	  proceeds	  will	  go	  towards	  disaster	  relief	  in	  developing	  countries.	  
April	  4th	  2015	  

1017	  Parker	  
In	  front	  of	  Mills	  County	  State	  Bank	  

Register	  online	  @	  centexrunforcompassion.com	  
	  

KIDDIE-‐K	  
8:30	  a.m.	   5K	  

9:00	  a.m.	  

 The Region 12 Visual Arts Scholastic Event will 
be held in Goldthwaite Saturday. So, Trent Street 
will be closed between the Goldthwaite CISD Mid-
dle & High Schools on Saturday, Feb. 21, between 
the hours of 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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Janel Runyan files for school board

THAT
WAS A
THRILL Jackie Burns of Goldthwaite, age 70, checked 

an item off his bucket list by diving out of an 
airplane at 10,000 feet last week. 

Photo by Sky Dive TempleFull Story 1B

By James TaylorGoldthwaite Eagle Stratospheric success. Despite its small size, Goldthwaite produces an incredible number of huge-ly successful scientists, entrepreneurs, professionals, military leaders - men and women achieving greatness across the globe.
 Wadedale Keller is a 2008 graduate of Goldthwaite High School – seven years after walking the stage, he has now won the Combat Instructor of the Year for the United States Marine Corps, chosen from approximately 1,000 potential winners. With hard work and persistence, small town graduates can do anything. “I went to every grade there in Goldthwaite – it was a wonderful school to go to,” Keller said. “I really enjoyed working and eating at my par-ents’ restaurant, having the honor of working for the City of Goldthwaite, and playing high school sports. I still have my Goldthwaite Eagle football jersey and helmet!” After graduation, Keller joined the Marines because he “already did the school thing,” and wanted something of a challenge. “If I was going to join the military, I wanted to join the hardest, craziest branch known for their reputation,” Keller said. “I really wanted to go over and fight in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as I wanted to get the Dress Blue Uniforms.”

 Keller got his wish: he was deployed in Helmand Province, Afghanistan in 2009 with 2nd Battalion 2nd Marines conducting operations, then deployed on the 22nd MEU, which is where Ma-rines sail around the Mediterranean training in various countries in that area.
 He joined the School of Infantry East (SOI-E) in Camp Geiger, N.C., and be-gan his tour as a Combat Instructor. “My job is as a combat instructor teaching entry-level Marines fresh out of boot camp about how to be an 

Instructor of the YearGoldthwaite grad Staff Sergeant Wadedale Keller named Combat Instructor of the Year for the Marine Corps.

Marine Corps Instructor of the Year Wadedale Keller

infantryman,” Keller said. “I teach all new Marines with a total of only three months in the Marine Corps all their ba-sic machine gun infantry skills.” His job being in the Marine Corps as 0331 Infantry Machine Gunner, he can teach the four different types of machine guns that the USMC infantry use, as well as how to employ them offensively and defensively.

Earning US MarinesInstructor of the Year SOI is two months long, with the first month focused on common basic infan-try skills which every infantryman must complete in order to move on to the next month. In the second month, they learn specialized Military Occupational Skills in the infantry, such as 0331.
See Goldthwaite Marine, 7A

 Janel Runyan has filed for a seat on the 
Goldthwaite Consolidated Independent 
School District Board of Trustees. Runyan, a five-year resident of Goldthwaite, 

retired as principal of Garfield Elementary in 
Del Rio.
 She and her husband Jim have two daugh-
ters and four grandchildren. “I have 27 years experience in the public 

schools as a teacher and principal and have 
taught in New Mexico, Arizona and Texas,” 
Runyan said. “I feel that my varied experienc-
es as a classroom teacher, gifted and talented 
teacher, assistant principal and elementary 
principal will enable me to help my school 
board in making decisions that would provide 
educational excellence for the children and 
youth of our community.”

Trent St. to Close
 The Girls and Boys Goldthwaite High School Bas-
ketball teams are in the playoffs. The Lady Eagles will 
take on Muenster at Graham Friday, Feb. 20. Tip off is 

set for 6 p.m. As a result of the long drive to Graham, 
Goldthwaite School campuses will release at 2:30 
p.m. Friday.

Goldthwaite Early Release Friday

The Region 12 Visual Arts Scholastic Event will 
be held in Goldthwaite Saturday. So, Trent Street 
will be closed between the Goldthwaite CISD Mid
dle & High Schools on Saturday, Feb. 21, between 
the hours of 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
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PLAY BALL!Local Boy Scouts present the flags during Youth Sports Opening Day ceremonies held Saturday, April 18. For more photos, see pages 2B and 3B. Photo by James Taylor

Cookin’ Up Fun
By James Taylor
Goldthwaite Eagle
 One of the biggest events in Mills County is happening this weekend. The 18th Annual Goldthwaite State Cham-pionship BBQ & Goat Cook-off will be held Friday-Saturday, April 24-25, at Goldthwaite City Park. See Ad Page 1B.

 • Lions Club Fish Fry (Friday at 4:30 p.m., Main Pavilion)
 • Body By Design Kids 1K Fun Run (Fri-day evening)
 • “Sunshine” the Clown Saturday events include: • Color Me Krazy 5K Color Run spon-sored by Mills County State Bank • Dutch Oven Cobbler Judging (10 a.m.) • Goat Scramble and Roping • Best Dressed Goat Contest (1 p.m.) with cash prizes

 • Awards Ceremony • Washer Pitching Tournament (Saturday night)
 • Legacy Plaza open for tours
 The Back Row Sinners Band, self-pro-claimed “Good ol’ country boys who like to make a little noise,” will play live music 8 p.m to midnight at the park both nights of the cook-off. See Ad Page 11A Both days enjoy bounce houses, as well as local shopping and food at local restaurants. The Best Dressed Goat Contest will be held Saturday at 1 pm. Don’t miss it!

 The Mills County Amateur Radio Club will have a booth and operate their radio equipment to allow attendees to get on the air and talk to other radio amateur operators in the United States and possibly worldwide. This weekend of fun in Goldthwaite is sponsored by the City of Goldthwaite and the Mills County Chamber of Commerce, and co-sponsored by Mills County State Bank, Lee Hoffpauir Buick & Chevrolet, and Invenergy.
 For more information, visit the Mills Coun-ty Chamber of Commerce in Goldthwaite or call 325-648-3619.

Judges Still Needed
 Brody Stacy is inviting members of the community to participate in the cook-off judging.
 The championship BBQ and cook-off is sanctioned by the Lone Star Barbecue So-ciety, with over 65 teams participating last year.
 A new judging category has been added this year: Dutch Oven Cobbler. You can also judge Beans, Ribs, Brisket, Chicken or Goat. If you have friends or family interested in participating as a judge, have them contact Stacy directly at 325-648-2255 or the Cham-ber at 325-648-3619.
  Find the official Judges Registration Form online at www.goldthwaiteeagle.com.

By James Taylor
Goldthwaite Eagle
 The Goldthwaite Lions Club will hold its annual Fish Fry fundraiser this Friday, April 24, 4:30 p.m. start at Goldthwaite City Park in the main pavilion.
  Plates run only $10 and include fish, french fries, hush puppies, cole slaw, and tea. All proceeds will go into the Lions Club general fund, which provides for high school scholarships and an annual Honors Banquet for students, eyeglasses for needy children, and their annual Veterans Program. This is the fourth year the Lions Club Fish Fry will coincide with the Goat Cook-off, put on by the Mills County Chamber of Com-merce.

 Machelle Baird has been president of the Lions Club for five years, and said the group is always looking for new members. Regular meetings are held  the first Tuesday of every month, 6 p.m., at the Mills County State Bank community room.
 The Lions Club also has their chair drive running, raising funds to put new chairs in the Mills County Civic Center. Funds raised last year paid for new tables, and now the club is working on new chairs. For more information on Lions Club activ-ities or to donate, call Baird at 325-451-0641.

Fish Fry
Friday

By Brian Whitt
Goldthwaite Eagle
 On March 19, 1945, Billy Dennard found himself part of one of the worst disasters in the U.S. Navy’s history. Fifty miles off the coast of Japan, the USS Franklin – an Essex class aircraft carrier carrying a crew of 3400 men, many of them teenagers – was struck by two 500 pound bombs dropped from a Jap-anese aircraft. The ship was devastated by the attack, and nearly 800 lives were lost as fires raged and munitions exploded along the length of the crippled behemoth. As an introduction to war, this was about as harsh of a test as a young man from Mills County could face. Billy Dennard was born in Goldthwaite, Texas on March 27, 1926. He grew up on a farm between Goldthwaite and San Saba during the Great Depression, and he attended school in Big Valley for eight years before transferring to Goldthwaite High School, where he graduated in 1943. In September 1944, Dennard was drafted into the United States military. He requested an assignment with the U.S. Navy, but was first sent to the Army. However, he ended up 

The USS Franklin burns after being struck by two 500 lb. bombs.

Attack on the Franklin
Billy Dennard Recalls WWII Service

See USS Franklin - 7A
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Saturday
6:00 am - 8:00 am Vendor Check-In7:00 am - 8:00 am Cookers’ Breakfast8:00 am  Cookers’ Meeting9:00 am  Color Me Crazy   5K Color Run  Mills County State Bank10:00 am  Dutch Oven   Cobbler Judging10:00 am - 5:00 pm Goat Scramble   and Roping11:00 am  Bean Judging12:00 pm  Chicken Judging1:00 pm  Best Dressed Goat                                Contest
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By Brian Whitt
Goldthwaite Eagle
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Goldthwaite Eagle

On March 19, 1945, Billy Dennard found himself part of one of the worst disasters in the U.S. Navy’s history. Fifty miles off the coast of Japan, the USS Franklin – an Essex class aircraft carrier carrying a crew of 3400 men, many of them teenagers – was struck by two 500 pound bombs dropped from a Japanese aircraft. The ship was devastated by the attack, and nearly 800 lives were lost as munitionslength of the crippled behemoth.As an introduction to war, this was about as harsh of a test as a young man from Mills County could face. Billy Dennard was born in Goldthwaite, Texas on March 27, 1926. He grew up on a farm between Goldthwaite and San Saba during the Great Depression, and he attended school in Big Valley for eight years before transferring to Goldthwaite High School, where he graduated in 1943.In September 1944, Dennard was drafted into the United States military. He requested an assignment with the U.S. Navy, but was However,

Attack on the Franklin
Billy Dennard Recalls WWII Service

See USS Franklin - 7A

VOTING
BEGINS

pril

New Jail Bond Election
Mills County State 
Community Room

Goldthwaite CISD & 
Goldthwaite City Council

Goldthwaite Middle 
School Library

Mullin ISD Board Room

By James Taylor
Goldthwaite Eagle
 If your kid reads 20 minutes a day, they’re most 

likely to land in the top 90th percentile of their peers 

when it comes standardized test time at school.

 Five minutes a day will get you in the 50th per-

centile.
 An average of one minute a day and your stu-

dent could struggle to get above the 10th per-

centile.
 This and fostering a lifelong love of reading 

are reasons Goldthwaite Elementary School 

and the Jennie Trent Dew Library have 

teamed up to offer a summer reading pro-

gram for kids.
 “In today’s world, kids are so hooked 

into their social media and electronics 

that there’s such a huge competition for 

their attention,” Kelley Mersinger, GES 

language science teacher and coordina-

tor of this summer’s reading program, 

said. “We wanted to offer them an in-

centive to read over the summer, not attached 

Wednesday, June 3, 2015 

Volume 121, Number 44

325-648-2244 • GoldthwaiteEagle.com

Single $100
 Copy

No Sales Tax

325-648-2244 • GoldthwaiteEagle.com

Single
 Copy

& the Mullin Enterprise

 The Goldthwaite Eagle and Mills 

County State Bank have teamed up to 

bring a fun learning program to young 

readers again this summer. 

 Each week of the summer, page 3B of 

The Goldthwaite Eagle will contain a 

Kids Korner activity page. Readers young 

and old can exercise their minds on this 

fun and informative page. 

FREE 
POOL PASS
$2 VALUE

Inside on Page 3B

THE EAGLE BUYS
POOL PASSES

 Each page contains a coupon good for a 

FREE Goldthwaite Pool Pass (a $2 Val-

ue) provided by The Goldthwaite Eagle. 

Simply cut out the coupon each week and 

bring it to the Mills County State Bank 

Lobby for your free pass.

KIDS KORNER
 Kids Korner is an award-winning, inter-

nationally syndicated feature that appears 

in newspapers around the world. The mis-

sion of Kids Korner is to enable children 

to express their basic desire to know about, 

and become active participants in their lo-

cal community.

FUN FOR All
  While the flashy and fun graphics a

ppeal 

to young people, the page is actually cre-

ated for parents and teachers. Kids Korner 

makes it simple for parents and teachers to 

use The Goldthwaite Eagle each week by 

providing an instant in-paper lesson. All of 

the content and activities are linked to Na-

tional Standards.

NEWSPAPER 
LEARNING

 Kids Korner enlists the active use of 

the community newspaper during the 

summer to accomplish its mission. The 

program features an in-paper section for 

and by children, as well as a unique team 

approach that involves The Goldthwaite 

Eagle, Mills County State Bank, parents 

and children. This team approach provides 

children with the powerful message that 

their community is committed to helping 

each of them become an informed and in-

volved citizen.

ADVICE FOR
PARENTS

 Have fun! The standards should help 

your teachers see which academic skills 

and content areas the stories and activities 

are providing practice in.
 An important purpose to Kids Korner is 

to keep learning fun. “We believe kids like 

to learn and that they learn more when they 

are having fun,” said Goldthwaite Eagle 

owner Steven Bridges. “They also like to 

interact with content and the puzzles and 

games that keep them interested and rein-

force vocabulary, content and math.”

 Bridges went on to say, “Sometimes 

the puzzles require students to read to be 

able to complete the puzzle. We believe 

children read better and with more com-

prehension when there is a purpose to the 

reading assignment. The goal of solving a 

puzzle provides a fun purpose to the read-

ing.”

 Mills County 
State Bank 
Partners with

Eagle to Provide
Kids Korner

Birding 101 
This Saturday
at Mills County
General Store

Reading takes
students to the top

M
C

S
B School is 

Out!

First grader Malachi Thomas splashes down a huge slip & slide behind the Goldthwaite Elementary campus Thursday 

during the GES Fun in the Sun Day.   Photo by Steven Bridges

By Steven Bridges
Goldthwaite Eagle
 Sorry Mullin. 
 Goldthwaite and Priddy schools let out for 

summer break last Friday. The Eagle covered 

both graduation ceremonies for this week’s 

edition. See Page 4B for full coverage.

 Mullin school students will have class until 

this Friday. Mullin Class of 2015 graduation 

ceremonies are set for Friday, June 5th at 7 

pm at the Mullin Gym. 
 The Eagle will cover the Mullin graduation 

ceremony and publish it in the June 10th edi-

tion. 

Be Careful of Kids
this Summer

 With summer activities in full swing, kids 

are going to be out and about around town. 

Motorists are asked to keep a mindful watch 

for kids as they walk and ride bikes in town. 

Goldthwaite Elementary School and the Jennie Trent Dew 

Library team up to offer summer reading program for kids.

If your kid reads 20 minutes a day, they’re most 

likely to land in the top 90th percentile of their peers 

when it comes standardized test time at school.

Five minutes a day will get you in the 50th per-

An average of one minute a day and your stu-

dent could struggle to get above the 10th per-

This and fostering a lifelong love of reading 

are reasons Goldthwaite Elementary School 

and the Jennie Trent Dew Library have 

teamed up to offer a summer reading pro-

“In today’s world, kids are so hooked 

into their social media and electronics 

that there’s such a huge competition for 

centive to read over the summer, not attached 

See Summer Reading - 5B

 The Mills County General Store 

will host a Birding 101 class on Satur-

day, June 6, starting at 9 a.m.

 Birding expert Charles Floyd will 

present Birding 101 9-11 a.m. Wild-

life caller Gerald Stewart will present 

Calling All Birds 11 a.m. to noon. Ter-

ry Fischer and Jimma Byrd, founding 

member of the San Saba Nature Club, 

will present Bird Habitat 1-2 p.m. 

Byrd is an extremely knowledgeable 

and excellent birder and Fischer is a 

supreme photographer and observer 

of local nature.
 Hummingbird banding will follow.

 The General Store will also offer 

free samples of good eats on their 

Traeger Grills.
 You can register for this event by 

e-mailing the Mills County General 

Store at mcgs@centex.net.

Goofing Around - These 2015 GHS grads have been together since Kindergarten 

See Goldthwaite and Priddy Graduation stories and photos, Page 4B
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and become active participants in their lo

cal community.

FUN FOR All
  While the flashy and
to young people, the page is actually cre

ated for parents and teachers. Kids Korner 

makes it simple for parents and teachers to 

use The Goldthwaite Eagle
providing an instant in-paper lesson. All of 

the content and activities are linked to Na

tional Standards.

NEWSPAPER 
LEARNING

Kids Korner enlists the active use of 

the community newspaper during the 

summer to accomplish its mission. The 

program features an in-paper section for 

and by children, as well as a unique team 

approach that involves 
Eagle, Mills County State Bank, parents 

and children. This team approach provides 

children with the powerful message that 

their community is committed to helping 

each of them become an informed and in

volved citizen.

ADVICE FOR
PARENTS

Have fun! The standards should help 

your teachers see which academic skills 

and content areas the stories and activities 

are providing practice in.
An important purpose to Kids Korner is 

to keep learning fun. “We believe kids like 

to learn and that they learn more when they 

are having fun,” said 
owner Steven Bridges. “They also like to 

interact with content and the puzzles and 

games that keep them interested and rein

force vocabulary, content and math.”

Bridges went on to say, “Sometimes 

the puzzles require students to read to be 

able to complete the puzzle. We believe 

children read better and with more com

prehension when there is a purpose to the 

reading assignment. The goal of solving a 

puzzle provides a fun purpose to the read

ing.”

Mills County 
State Bank 
Partners with

Eagle to Provide
Kids Korner
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EAGLES 
vs. AXTELL

THURSDAY
November 12

Copperas Cove

 Kick-off  7:00 pm

AXTELL GAME

PREVIEW 5A

Aris Shelton blasts through 

the Hamilton defense last 

Friday night at Eagle Field on 

the way to a 48-16 victory 

over the Bulldogs.

GES Science Fair Winners 11A

G’waite at U.S. Rodeo 12A

Dutch Oven Cooking Expo 10A

A GIFT OF 
NATURE

GHS SENIOR 

NIGHT PICS

Tribute to Veterans 6A, 13A, 9B

Trophy Room Deer Pics 9A, 12A 

Couple Arrested for Porn 15A

Post Offices Closed 

Wednesday, November 11

In Observance of Veteran’s Day

We Apologize for the Resulting 

Newspaper Delivery Delays

PRIDDY
TAKES STATE

The Priddy High School 

Boys Cross Country team 

won the State Champion-

ship in the mud on Satur-

day, Nov. 7, in Austin. 

STORY & PHOTOS - 14A

6B
6B3B

Egg HuntEgg Hunt
Saturday 10am Goldthwaite City 

See Page 2B

Easter 
Church 
Services
See Page 2B
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Mullin ISD hosts 

community 
meeting

Eagles win 2 of 3
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6B
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6B
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9A
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Sheriff discusses 
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Patriot Celebration 
kicks off tomorrow

By James Taylor
Goldthwaite Eagle
 Tomorrow is not just another day.

 Events will be held across Goldthwaite Thursday, June 2, in a series of 

celebrations from morning to night.

Goldthwaite Welcome Center 
Grand Opening & Dedication 

 The Goldthwaite Welcome Center kicks off the day's festivities with its 

Grand Opening dedication and ribbon cutting, 11 a.m. The community is 

invited.
 Mayor Mike McMahan will be in attendance, as well as representatives 

from Rep. J.D. Sheffield’s office, Senator Troy Fraser’s office, the Econom-

ic Development Corporation, Texas Department of Transportation, Legacy 

Plaza, and Mills County.
 Visitors will be able to tour the facility, get information about Legacy Pla-

za, view historic transportation exhibits and photographs, learn about area 

attractions and businesses, and pick up maps and brochures.

 The Welcome Center is open Monday thru Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

Sundays 1-5 p.m.
 Come see the 98-year-old Meyer Family Wagon, on loan from the Mey-

er-Cornelius family. This display offers a look at the history of transporta-

tion in Texas.
 The City thanks the Meyer-Cornelius family for the loan of the wagon, 

as well as City Council, the EDC, Legacy Plaza and TxDOT for making the 

Welcome Center possible. 

Free Entry to Gardens 
at Legacy Plaza July 1-5

 The J. Waddy Bullion Gardens at Legacy Plaza will be free to the public 

July 1-5. The gardens are located next door to the Welcome Center.

 During tomorrow's festivities, volunteers will be available to answer your 

questions, give information and provide tours.

 The entry free of $5 for adults 17 and older will be waived through Sun-

day. The gardens are always free for children ages 16 and younger.

 Legacy Plaza is a cultural and educational center located in the heart of 

downtown Goldthwaite that focuses on the first people to walk across Tex-

as thousands of years ago and honors our early Native American history 

through exhibits, teaching classes, and workshops. Conservation is another 

objective and the gardens showcase all native plants. The Town Green has a 

water harvesting teaching area.
 The J. Waddy Bullion Gardens are complete, as well as the Goldthwaite 

Welcome Center, and development is underway on the Native American In-

terpretive Center, The Outdoor Pavilion, and the Texas Botanical Gardens, 

which altogether make up the block that is Legacy Plaza. The outdoor pavil-

ion is on track to be completed this year, and the interpretive center will be 

complete within the coming three years.

 Author Fred Afflerbach wrote of the gardens in Tex Appeal Magazine:

 “A living model of this pristine landscape has sprouted from the imag-

ination and 10 years' hard work of a small Central Texas community. The 

Texas Botanical Gardens in downtown Goldthwaite, a community of 1,900 

in Mills County, celebrates the natural world and the history and culture 

of the hunter-gatherers who once roamed the banks of the Colorado River 

thousands of years ago.”
 See the gardens yourself this week, for free July 1-5.

 If you would like to arrange a tour, volunteer, or donate, contact Jan 

Fischer at 325-642-7527.

Chamber Patriot Celebration 
Fireworks & Parade at Park

 Sponsored by the Mills County Chamber of Commerce, the Patriot Cele-

bration will begin  6 p.m. at the Goldthwaite City Park with a 20-30 minute 

fireworks display starting at dark.

 There will be free ice cream and $1.00 hot dogs and drinks, as well as a 

Kids Bicycle Parade. Kids can decorate their bicycles, tricycles or wagons 

in a patriotic theme, then meet at the VFW at 5:45 p.m. and go through the 

park. Prizes will be awarded for best-decorated.

 The Chamber has sponsored this event for more than 10 years. Last year 

around 450 people attended from Mills County and out-of-state.

 

Mills County General Store 
Pie and Cookie Bake Off 

 The Mills County General Store is sponsoring a Pie Bake Off for ages 13 

and older, and a Cookie Bake Off for ages 12 and younger. Entry forms are 

available at www.millscountychamber.com.

 After judging, the cookies and pies will be auctioned off. All entries are 

due in by 5:45 p.m.

Freedom Friday in Star
 The Star Community Freedom Friday Celebration will be held Friday, 

July 10, at Star School Gym.
 Doors open at 6:30 p.m., meal at 7 p.m., program at 7:30 p.m.

 There will be a hot dog and ice cream supper, and guest musician Bowdy 

Thomas.
 Bring your friends and family to this event sponsored by the Churches of 

Star.

Eagle puts its money 
where its mouth is

Eagle owner sends staff on Shop Local shopping spree.

By James Taylor
Goldthwaite Eagle
 Bennies.
 If you go to New York and ask a hotel door man or front desk 

worker what they call a hundred dollar bill, they’ll tell you:

 “Bennies.”
 Every year, Goldthwaite Eagle owner Steven Bridges hands each 

staff member a crisp $100 bill from the coffers and sends them off to 

shop, with only one rule: “Shop local.”
 Bridges said he got the idea from his father-in-law, Dr. Tom Cody 

Graves of Graves Dental here in Goldthwaite.

 Eagle staffers Becky Gray, Bo Mackey, James Taylor and Brian 

Whitt toured local businesses for over an hour, investing in a range 

of needs and wants.
 Mackey indulged in two candles, bacon treats and a gentle leader 

for her dog, and a cookie sheet.
 Gray made off with the best deals, including an easy-on gas canis-

ter funnel, a vegetable peeler, a casserole carrying case, a humming-

bird feeder, and a jar of smoked black pepper pickles.

 Taylor got his kids their first Daisy Red Ryder BB gun, a T-fal 

professional fry pan, and a Poppy silicon lid for cooking and storing 

what comes out of the fry pan.
 Whitt picked up a set of shop towels, high-powered magnetic 

flashlight, a new belt, and a cookie sheet. His coworkers have made 

clear their expectation that said cookie sheet make a repeat appear-

ance in the Eagle office, heavily laden with baked treats.

Keeping Money in Goldthwaite

 A recent Civic Economics study corroborates what at least eight 

similar ones have shown: money spent at local outlets is more likely 

to stay local.

 A study for Louisville, Ky., cited by Fast Company magazine, 

found that independent stores recirculate 55.2% of revenues com-

pared to 13.6% for big retailers, and that local restaurants recirculate 

67%, while big chains do 30.4%.
 Averaged across 10 communities, the study found that local retail-

ers produce 3.7 times more economic benefit than spending at chains.

 “While chain stores and restaurants extract locally generated rev-

enues from the community with each nightly bank transaction, inde-

pendents are creating a virtuous cycle of local spending,” the Louis-

Eagle Reporter Brian Whitt shows off some of the local-

ly-purchased swag he picked up during the annual Eagle 

Shop Local shopping spree.    Photo by James Taylor

See Shop Local - 6A
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Patriot Celebration 
kicks off tomorrow

By James Taylor
Goldthwaite Eagle

Tomorrow is not just another day.

Events will be held across Goldthwaite Thursday, June 2, in a series of 

celebrations from morning to night.

Goldthwaite Welcome Center 
Grand Opening & Dedication 

The Goldthwaite Welcome Center kicks off the day's festivities with its 

Grand Opening dedication and ribbon cutting, 11 a.m. The community is 

invited.
Mayor Mike McMahan will be in attendance, as well as representatives 

from Rep. J.D. Sheffield’s office, Senator Troy Fraser’s office, the Econom

ic Development Corporation, Texas Department of Transportation, Legacy 

Plaza, and Mills County.
Visitors will be able to tour the facility, get information about Legacy Pla

za, view historic transportation exhibits and photographs, learn about area 

attractions and businesses, and pick up maps and brochures.

The Welcome Center is open Monday thru Saturday 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 

Sundays 1-5 p.m.
Come see the 98-year-old Meyer Family Wagon, on loan from the Mey

er-Cornelius family. This display offers a look at the history of transporta

tion in Texas.
The City thanks the Meyer-Cornelius family for the loan of the wagon, 

as well as City Council, the EDC, Legacy Plaza and TxDOT for making the 

Welcome Center possible.

at Legacy Plaza July 1-5
The J. Waddy Bullion Gardens at Legacy Plaza will be free to the public 

July 1-5. The gardens are located next door to the Welcome Center.

During tomorrow's festivities, volunteers will be available to answer your 

questions, give information and provide tours.

The entry free of $5 for adults 17 and older will be waived through Sun

day. The gardens are always free for children ages 16 and younger.

Legacy Plaza is a cultural and educational center located in the heart of 

downtown Goldthwaite that focuses on the first people to walk across Tex

as thousands of years ago and honors our early Native American history 

through exhibits, teaching classes, and workshops. Conservation is another 

objective and the gardens showcase all native plants. The Town Green has a 

water harvesting teaching area.
The J. Waddy Bullion Gardens are complete, as well as the Goldthwaite 

Welcome Center, and development is underway on the Native American In

terpretive Center, The Outdoor Pavilion, and the Texas Botanical Gardens, 
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Eagles Clinch District

HAMILTON FRIDAY
GAME PREVIEW - 7A

Christian Chavez jukes and jives against Hico defenders last Friday night 

during the Eagles 28-0 blanking of the Tigers to clinch the District Champi-

onship. The Eagles take on Hamilton Friday night in the final game before the 

play-offs.

Halloween & 

Harvest Fest

Photos Inside

Pirates Cross 

Country Team 

State Bound
PAGE 12A

Last Week to 

Sign Up for 

Veterans Day 

Program - 2A

Mullin ISD Fall 

Festival This 

Saturday - 6B
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