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 has served as a coach and 
formed juggling teams for 
her students. She has par-
ticipated in juggling events 
across the world as part of 
the International Juggling 
Association. She was a 
member of the “Manic Ex-
pressions” Team which won 
the International Juggling 
Championship in 1987. The 
2005 Teacher of the Year 
at Bethlehem Elementary, 
Setzer has appeared on 
Good Morning America, at 
NBA halftime shows, and 
toured Japan with the Inter-
national Juggling Associa-
tion.
 In 2009, Setzer’s daugh-
ter, Jordyn, was a member 
of the ACHS Softball State 
Championship Team, mak-
ing the pair the first two 
generation state champions 
in Alexander Central’s sto-
ried softball history. Setzer 
and her youngster daughter, 
Mati, were standout basket-
ball players for ACHS Wom-
en’s Basketball Conference 
Championship Teams in 
1981 and 2013.
 Now retired from teach-
ing, Setzer and her husband, 
Tim, reside in the Bethle-
hem Community of Alex-
ander County. They are the 
parents of two daughters.

HALL OF FAME 
HIGHLIGHTS

• 1981 Alexander Central 
High School Graduate
• Member of first ACHS 
State Softball Champion-
ship Team, 1979
• All-Conference Softball, 
1979-1981; Player of the 
Year, 1980 & 1981
• First Mother/Daughter 
Softball State Champions at 
ACHS
• Bethlehem Elementary 
School Teacher of the Year, 
2005

JEREMY FORTNER
 A lifelong resident of Al-
exander County, Jeremy 
Fortner is a 1996 graduate 
of Alexander Central High 
School. While at Alexan-
der Central, Fortner was a 
standout, three-sport ath-
lete, participating in foot-

ball, basketball, and base-
ball for four years.
 His basketball career at 
Alexander Central is one of 
the most decorated in the 
school’s history. A four-year 
letterman for Coaches Dale 
Yount and Ron Hargrave, 
Fortner was a two-time Co-
Player of the Year in the NW 
Conference and became the 
first Cougar player to sur-
pass the 1,000 point mark 
in scoring. Fortner earned 
team Most Valuable Player 
honors three times and 
shared League Player of the 
Year honors following the 
1995 and 1996 seasons. He 
was an All-Conference per-
former in all three sports 
while at ACHS. As a quar-
terback at ACHS, he led the 
Unifour area in passing his 
senior season for the Cou-
gars.
 Following high school, the 
all-time leading male scorer 
in school history signed a 
college basketball scholar-
ship to attend Tusculum 
University in Greenville, 
Tennessee. While at Tuscu-
lum, Fortner was named the 
South Atlantic Conference’s 
Scholar Athlete of the Year 
in 2000.
 He currently works as 
an accountant at Martin 
Starnes and Associates in 
Taylorsville. After college, 
he has been very active in 
civic and community orga-
nizations. He also serves as 
a   coach in the county’s rec-
reational leagues.
 Jeremy and his wife, Jill, 
are the parents of two chil-
dren and reside in the Ellen-
dale Community of Alexan-
der County.

HALL OF FAME 
HIGHLIGHTS

• 1996 Graduate of Alexan-
der Central High School
• NWC Basketball Co-Play-
er of the Year, 1995 & 1996
• First 1,000-point scorer in 
Alexander Central basket-
ball history
• All Conference Perform-
er at ACHS in football, bas-
ketball, and baseball
• Attended Tusculum 
University on a basketball 
scholarship 
• South Atlantic Confer-
ence Athletics Scholar of the 
Year, 2000

CHARLES RICKEY 
SHERRILL

 A 1964 graduate of Tay-
lorsville High School, 
Charles Rickey Sherrill was 
a four-sport high school 
athlete and later became 
a standout football player 
in college and the Marine 
Corps.
 Sherrill played football, 
basketball, baseball, and 
track during his high school 
days in Taylorsville. A well-
rounded athlete, Sherrill 
shined most in football, 
earning All-Conference 

honors for the Bears dur-
ing his career. As a senior, 
Sherrill was voted the team 
captain and earned a spot in 
the Lions’ Bowl for top high 
school players. 
 In 1965, Sherrill enrolled 
at Appalachian State Uni-
versity and earned a spot 
on the football team as a 
walk-on in the spring. By the 
regular season in the fall of 
1965, Sherrill had earned a 
starting spot on the Moun-
taineer defense at lineback-
er. During three seasons in 
Boone, Sherrill started 29 
of 30 games, and led ASU in 
tackles in 1966 and 1967.
 He graduated from ASU 
in 1968 and entered the Unit-
ed States Marine Corps in 
1970. Sherrill spent 21 years 
in the Marine Corps before 
retiring to enter the educa-
tion field. In 1980, Sherrill 
was presented the Leftwich 
Leadership Award, which is 
awarded to one US Marine 
annually. He also earned the 
Meritorious Service Award, 
the Navy/Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal, the 
Navy/Marine Achievement 
Medal, and the Vietnam 
Service Medal with Star, 
and numerous other honors.
 His decorated playing 
career at ASU, coupled with 
his Marine Corps career 
resulted in Sherrill being 
presented with the Appala-
chian State Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 1989.
 Following his retirement 
from the Marines in 1991 as 
a Lieutenant Colonel, Sher-
rill entered the education 
field and received two more 
degrees from Appalachian 
State University (Masters 
of Arts, 1995 and Education 
Specialist, 2000). 
 Sherrill served as an as-
sistant principal, principal, 
athletic director, assistant 
superintendent, and super-
intendent in North Caro-
lina Schools from 1993 until 
retiring in 2010. He served 
as the Superintendent of 
Schools in Pamlico County 
from 2005 until 2008 and 
closed his career as an 
educator as the Associate 
Superintendent of Schools 
in Burke County from 2008 
until 2010. In all, Sherrill 
spent 21 years in the Marine 
Corps and 21 years in NC 
Schools before retiring from 
each occupation.
 Sherrill and his wife, Bo-
nita, recently returned to 
Alexander County and are 
currently living on Lake 
Hickory. The couple has two 
children.

HALL OF FAME 
HIGHLIGHTS

• 1964 Graduate of Taylors-
ville High School
• Three-year football start-
er at Appalachian State Uni-
versity, 1965-1967;
• United States Marine 
Corps, 1970-1991

• Marine Corps Leftwich 
Award Winner, 1980
• Appalachian State Dis-
tinguished Alumni Award, 
1989

ROBERT VAN TARLTON
 Robert Van Tarlton was 
born in Concord, North 
Carolina and lived in Cabar-
rus County until traveling to 
Lenoir-Rhyne College on a 
football scholarship in 1951. 
He was a standout football 
and baseball player at Mt. 
Pleasant High School which 
paved the way for him to be-
come a member of the foot-
ball and baseball programs 
at LRC.
 He was one of the  leaders 
on the LRC team which cap-
tured the North State Con-
ference Championship over 
Elon in 1952. 
 During his days at 
Lenoir-Rhyne, Tarlton first 
visited Taylorsville to play 
with the Taylorsville Town 
Baseball Team following his 
freshman year. The team 
was coached by the legend-
ary Hanley Painter. He later 
played with the Taylorsville 
Town Team in the Blue 
Ridge Semi-Pro League of 
the Catawba Valley and was 
the leading vote-getter in 
the All-Star Game. In 1953, 
Tarlton led the LRC team in 
batting with a .426 average 
as the Bears again claimed 
the conference champion-
ship.
 In 1953, he was signed 
to a professional baseball 
contract with the Cincinnati 
Reds. From there, he played 
in several minor league cit-
ies before giving up base-
ball to enter the education 
field as a teacher and coach 
at Hiddenite High School. 
Tarlton taught the eighth 
grade boys’ class at Hidden-
ite and assisted Coach Gene 
Bost in basketball and base-
ball.
 In addition to teaching, 
Tarlton worked at Matlock 
Motor Company in Taylors-
ville. In 1957, he opened the 
Tarlton Insurance Agency 
in Taylorsville and served 
the people of Alexander un-
til his retirement in 1994. 
Tarlton was a member of 
the Taylorsville Rotary 
Club from the 1950’s un-
til the 1970’s and was an 
original member of Brushy 
Mountain Golf Club. He also 
served on the Alexander 
County Hospital Board of 
Directors and was a mem-
ber of the first-ever Athletic 
Boosters Club at Alexander 
Central High School.
 In addition to his civic and 
community involvement 
in Alexander County since 
1952, Tarlton has served as 
a youth baseball coach and 
sponsored one of the stron-
gest women’s softball teams 
in Alexander County his-
tory.
 Van and his wife, Patty, 
live in Taylorsville and have 
three children. 

HALL OF FAME 
HIGHLIGHTS

• 1951 Graduate Mt. Pleas-
ant High School
• Earned Football Scholar-
ship to Attend Lenoir Rhyne 
College, 1951
• Led Lenoir-Rhyne Col-
lege in hitting (.426), 1953
• Signed a professional 
baseball contract with the 
Cincinnati Reds, 1953
• Hit a Grand Slam home 
run in his first college at-bat

ABOUT THE 
NOMINATION

 PROCESS
 Once a person is nomi-
nated, his or her nomination 
remains permanent and 
will receive selection con-
sideration each year by the 
selection committee.  
 Nomination forms are 
found on the Education 
Foundation link on the Alex-
ander County Schools’ web-
page (www.alexander.k12.
nc.us) and are due by June 1 
each year.  
 Alexander County Sports 

Hall of Fame Committee 
members include John 
Bruce (Chairman), Dennis 
Smart (Treasurer), Brigette 
Rhyne (Secretary), Andy 
Anderson, Alvin Burke, 
Anna Ferguson, Mike Mill-
saps, Donny Pennell, Bobby 
White, and Larry Yoder.

ALEXANDER
SPORTS  HALL  OF 
FAME  INDUCTEES

2012
• Heath Bost
• Harry Gant
• Kay Wilson Hammer
• Thurmond Teague
• David Elder
• Pat Gainey 
  (posthumously)

2013
• Joan Gilreath Sykes
• Scooter Grinton
• Dave Jolly 
    (posthumously)
• Raeford Thomas
• Glenn Wilson
• Rex White

2014
• Gary Lail
• Angelle Foust Pennell
• Richard Mash
• Gary Walker

2015
•  Mitzi Davis
• Robin Harris
• Shena Bowman Hollar
• Chris Kite
• Edwin “Squirrel” Thomas

JEREMY FORTNER
Class of 2016

RICKEY SHERRILL
Class of 2016

VAN TARLTON
Class of 2016

$50
LIMITED EXAM 

& XRAY

NEW 
PATIENT EXAM

$125
NEW BLEACH TRAY SPECIAL

$125 Per 
Arch

Located between Wendy’s and 
Verizon Wireless

Hours: Mon. - Thurs.  
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

NOW OPEN FRIDAYS

www.carolinadentalcarecenter.com

556 NC Hwy. 16 South
Taylorsville, NC

828-635-8510

TAYLORSVILLE

Call anytime to schedule an appointment.

OFFERING:

In network with

&

24 Month Interest FREE Financing 
for any amount over $200.

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS

Now 
Accepting 

NC Medicaid 
for 

Adults and 
Children

Garry Goble 
Insurance

828-635-6886

GGGGGGGGGGGGGI
1353 NC Hwy. 16 S.
Taylorsville, NC 28681

I am proud to be an insurance agentI am proud to be an insurance agent

My job is to protect your family.My job is to protect your family.

Business and Personal Lines
• Auto • Homeowners • Commercial

• Life • Health

GARRY GOBLE RICK BUMGARNER

DANIEL TIPPETT
75 Rink Dam Rd, Hickory, NC 28601

Cell: (828)493-7008
Offi ce: 828-495-8231
Fax: 828-495-8785Each Offi ce Independently owned and operated.

Lovely one level brick home in The Woodlands (55 & Older 
Community) on 9th Green of Ole Still. Over 2500HSF, 3 Bdr, 
2 Bath, sun room, offi ce, gourmet kitchen. Home built in 2006. 
Waterfront/Golf Community, community boat launch, restau-
rant.  View home www.FlyBUYrealestate.com

866 Players Ridge Road866 Players Ridge Road

 HALL OF FAME: Five new members to be inducted in Nov.

 The Hickory Parks and 
Recreation Department in 
partnership with Hickory 
Music Factory will offer 
a Musical Showcase at 
Hickory’s Oktoberfest on 
Saturday, October 8, from 
3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.
 Bands and solo artist 
will have the opportunity 
to show off their musical 
talents.  Participants will 
have 20 minutes to set up, 
perform, and break down. 
Interested participants will 
need to contact Hickory 
Music Factory 828-308-5659 
or contact@hickorymusic
factory.com. Submissions 
are due by Thursday, 
October 6, at 5:00 p.m.
 For more information 
on this program, please 
contact Senior Recreation 
Programmer Angela 
Smith at 324-6990 or email 
asmith@hickorync.gov.

Musical talent
sought for 
Hickory’s 2016 
Oktoberfest

9887 Hwy. 127 N
Hickory, NC 28601
828-498-0551

Hours: Mon-Thurs. 11:00 AM - 10:00 PM
 Friday-Saturday 11:00 AM - 10:30 PM • Sunday 11:00 AM - 9:30 PM

MONDAY
El Volcanito $5.95

CHECK OUT OUR LUNCH SPECIALS

TUESDAY
Burrito El Puerto $5.95

WEDNESDAY
Arroz con Pollo $5.95

THURSDAY
Fajitas $6.25

FRIDAY
Topo Pollo $5.95

Call In Your Order 
and Go To The 

Drive-Thru Window 
To Pick Up 
Your Order!

957 Mobile Cafe 
plans golf tourney
 957 Mobile Cafe is planning their first annual golf 
tournament to be held Saturday, October 1, at Brushy 
Mountain Golf Club, 300 Golf Course Lane, Taylorsville. 
The start time will be 1:00 p.m. with lunch served at 12:00 
noon. The tournament will be Captain’s Choice and the 
cost will be $50 per player or $200 per team. Mulligans will 
be $5 with a limit of four per team.  
 Sponsorships are available for $100/hole.  All proceeds 
from the tournament will benefit the kitchen renovation at 
The Cafe located at 54 East Main Ave., Taylorsville. For 
more information, contact Mike Richmond at 704-880-8292, 
Angie Bryan at 828-471-7070, or Amy Fox at 828-471-7070.
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