
PAGE 2

Christmas tree folklore and history
• 1510, the first decorated Christmas Tree is 

in Riga, Latvia. Early Christmas Trees are 
decorated with paper, fruits and sweets.

• 1531, the first retail Christmas Tree lots 
are started in German cities.

• By the 1600’s, Christmas Trees are deco-
rated with ribbon, tin shapes, small books 
and lace as well as food.

• 18th Century, the first recorded Christmas 
Tree decorated with lit  candles.

• 1777, the tradition of the Christmas Tree 
is brought to Colonial America by Hessian 
troops fighting for Britain in the Revolu-
tionary War.

• 1804, U.S. soldiers stationed at Fort 
Dearborn (now Chicago) bring evergreen 
trees into their barracks at Christmas.

• 1842, Charles Minnegrode introduces 
the custom of a decorated Christmas 
Tree in Williamsburg, Va.

• 1851, Mark Carr opens a retail Christmas 
Tree lot in New York City, the first in the 
United States.

• 1856, Franklin Pierce, our 14th President, 
brings the first Christmas tree into the 
White House.

• 1923, President Calvin Coolidge starts 
the National Christmas Tree Lighting Cer-
emony now held every year on the Ellipse 
between the White House and the Wash-
ington Monument.

• 1966, members of the National Christ-
mas Tree Association start the tradition 
of presenting a Real Christmas Tree each 
year to the First Lady for display in the 
Blue Room of the White House.

Source: National Christmas Tree Associa-
tion and your local Christmas Tree profes-
sional. 

Reeves Ridge Christmas Trees
Choose and Cut Your Perfect Tree!Open

Nov. 18 thru Dec. 11 
Closed Thanksgiving Day

Open Nov. 23

Fri, Sat & Sun thru Dec. 11
10am–6pm

Santa will be 
visiting  
Thanksgiving 
weekend and  
Dec. 3rd-4th 
11am–4pm

Opening new 
fields this  

season for a 
great selection 

of trees

Thousands of Fraser fir trees to choose from.
Fresh wreaths, garland, and other  
holiday greenery will be available.

Little Christmas Gift Shop • Hay Rides 
Marshmallow Roasting • Hot Chocolate  

 “Sammy” the Donkey and Lots of Family Fun!

3452 New Haven Rd., Sparta, NC
www.bestfreshchristmastree.com

1.336.813.5261

Alleghany County Choose & 
Cut Guide
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Plan your trip to Sparta, NC and visit one of  
Alleghany County’s Choose & Cut Farms!

Check with each farm for promotions,  
special coupons, and hours of operation.

www.evergreentrailchristmasfarms.com


