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LITTLE RIVER - Providing a 
home like environment for the resi-
dents of the facility has been the goal 
of Sandstone Heights in Little River 
since the doors opened in 1972 as the 
Rice County Hospital District No. 2.

The long-term care facility added 
independent apartments in 1995 and 
assisted living apartments in 2001, 
which has rounded out the continu-
ing care retirement community.

“We believe in the Eden al-
ternative principles,” said John 
Gaines, administrator. “Basically 
it means we treat every resident as 
an individual and provide the best 
home-like environment we can.”

When Little River lost the hos-
pital, area church members formed 
a committee and built Sandstone 
Heights. Today the board con-
sists of five members, Randall 
Olander, chairperson; Dalene 

Teeter, Kay Howie secretary; Cur-
tis Randall and Doug Peters.

The home-like environment can 
be seen walking into any resident’s 
room. Each person is allowed to 
decorate his/ her surroundings as they 
want and bring items from home.

Sandstone Heights is small 
enough, according to Gaines, that 
the staff can cook homemade meals 
with a choice menu for residents.

Sandstone Heights has a reha-
bilitation area where local therapists 
come to work with residents.

“Members of the community can 
also meet a therapist come here to re-
ceive physical therapy,” Gaines said.

For more information about 
the facility and openings call 
Sandstone Heights (620) 897- 
6266, or visit its Web site at 
www.sandstoneheights.com

Birzer Funeral 
Homes continue to 
serve the communities 
of Rice County car-
ring on the profession 
that started in 1882.

Tim and Donetta 
Birzer sold the funeral 
homes in Lyons and 
Sterling to Blayne and 
Teresa Rons in April 
of 2015.  Blayne grew 
up in Arma which is in 
southeast Kansas.  He 
went to mortuary school 
in Kansas City receiv-
ing his Embalming and 
Funeral Director li-
censes, and worked for 
Dengel & Son Mortuary 
in Ottawa for the past 
eight years. Teresa is 
from the Ottawa area.  
They are currently liv-
ing in the funeral home 
apartment in Lyons.

Tim was licensed 
in 1978 as a Funeral 
Director and Embalmer 
and moved from El-
linwood to Lyons in 
1979 where he met 
and married Donetta 
Soeken who is a Lyons 
native. He continues 
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Funeral Homes & Granite Memorials

214 WEST AVENUE SOUTH
LYONS, KS  67554 • 620-257-2211
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Sandstone Heights
A non-profit nursing home

Caring For Those You Care About…

Affordable Nursing Care
Come visit us anytime and see the quality of care we provide our 
residents and lower rates. Whether it is short term convalescent care 
and rehabilitation or long term nursing care, Sandstone Heights has 
the staff, facilities and programs to suit your needs.

Write or call for more information:

Sandstone Heights
Nursing Home

PO Box 50A • 440 State St.
Little River, KS 67456

(620) 897-6267
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THE DEDICATED STAFF OF BIRZER FUNERAL HOME Kent Shuyler, Ralph Wilson, Tim Birzer, Blayne Rons, Jack 
Howerton, Bob Friesen, Jackie Ramage, Donetta Birzer, Teresa Rons, and Naomi Loomis.

Birzer Funeral Home Continuing a tradition of care

to work at the funeral 
home on a daily basis.

Jackie Ramage who 
is a lifetime Rice Coun-
ty resident has served 
as a licensed Funeral 
Director since 1976.  
She was involved with 
the operation of her 

family owned William-
son Furniture & Funeral 
Home in Little River.

Other employees in-
clude Assistant Funeral 
Director Bob Friesen, 
Kent Shuyler, Ralph 
Wilson, Jack Howerton 
and Naomi Loomis.

Lyons news • Rice county PLains & PRogRess                                                                                                FebRuaRy 2008 7B

Rice County’s only A.S.E. Blue Seal Certified 
Collision Repair Facility.

Years of Experience & Lifetime Written Warranties.
We garantee you top quality repairs!

When that fender bender 
happens there is someone 
is Rice County to call to 
get that vehicle repaired  – 
Jeremy’s Paint and Body 
Shop, LLC.

The facility is the coun-
ty’s only A.S.E. Blue Seal 
certified collision repair 
facility.

The business has grown 
from Jeremy Kroeker and 
wife, Angie, to six employ-
ees since 1996. The 
Kroeker’s have expanded 
their operation once again 
to include a semi repair 
facility.

Jeremy comes by his 
occupation through his 
father who was also a body 
man. Kroeker graduated 
from Nickerson High 
School and Central Kansas 
Area Vocational Technical 
College.

After getting married, 
the couple moved to the 
Sterling area in 1993 and 
opened shop.

For repair and painting 
quotes call Jeremy or 
Kevin Hemphill, manager 
at 620-278-2003, Monday-
Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

The shop is located at 
2419 State Road 14, 
Sterling or one mile south 
of Sterling on Kansas 
96/14 Highway.

Jeremy's Paint & 
Body Shop

Rice 
County 
collision 
repair

  Habitat for Humanity of Rice 
County will celebrate its fourth 
birthday later this Spring.  In 
May, 2004, a non-profit corpo-
ration was established as the 
first step in becoming an affili-
ate of Habitat International. 
  Affiliate status was approved 
on October 1, 2004.  It culmi-
nated an intense four months 
of work by seven committees 
charged with the development 
of policies and procedures.
  A fund-raising effort resulted 
in the ground-breaking for the 
first house in the Spring of 
2005.  A one and one-half day 
blitz-build was marred by rain 
and volunteers struggled for 
two weeks to get the roof cov-

ered and the house secured.  
Subsequent builds proved 
more efficient.
  Later that Spring, on April 
23, the Habitat Re-Store was 
opened in a building provided 
by the Lyons State Bank.  Mike 
Hunt chaired the Re-Store 
Committee and continues ac-
tively involved in the store.
  During the past three years 
seven homes have been con-
structed – four in Lyons, two in 
Sterling and one in Little Riv-
er. The affiliate now employs 
a part-time executive, Ralph 
Wilson, and a part-time office 
employee, Lisa Schneider.
  The support from the Rice 
County community has been 

extraordinary.  Several hous-
es have been sponsored and 
fund-raising has progressed 
well.  With seven houses com-
pleted, cash flow from owner 
payments provides some of 
the funds needed for addition-
al homes.  As the owner of the 
mortgages, the affiliate is pro-
vided some degree of financial 
security.
  The Re-Store has done well 
enough financially to provide 
for all overhead such as sala-
ries, insurance and utilities. It 
has also contributed to each 
house.
   There is a need for new part-
ner families.  The affiliate has 
approved an aggressive build-

ing schedule for the coming 
year if partner families can be 
found.  Fund-raising, of course, 
must continue on schedule.
  In four years Habitat has pro-
vided good, energy efficient 
housing for seven families.  It 
has added nearly a half-mil-
lion dollars to the Rice County 
tax base.  From throughout the 
county it has brought together 
dedicated volunteers working 
in a variety of capacities. 
  Habitat has been a positive 
force in Rice County.  Like 
any other community endeav-
or, it will succeed only as long 
as it has the support of the 
community.  But the first four 
years offer some assurance in 
that respect.

Habitat For Humanity

Celebrating four years of offering 
housing opportunities this spring

The beginning of the effort in 2005

The interior of the Re-Store today.

The last house completed 
and occupied. 

By Ryan Carlson
Frederick, a town that has ex-

isted for much of Rice County’s 
history could cease to exist after 
the November 2016 election. 

Rice County Counselor Scott 
Bush said he wrote a  letter to 
Robert Root. The letter contains 
a resolution that would allow 
him and the former members 
of Frederick’s city council to 
put whether or not the munici-
pality should be disbanded.

The issue would need to be 
voted upon by the five quali-
fied voters in the city. In order to 
pass, it would need a two thirds 
passing rate. If it were to fail, 
Bush said there is not much they 
could do. This is because there 
are no laws on the book that al-
low counties, townships or even 

the state to force a municipal-
ity to disband. “It’s all going 
to be up to them,” said Bush.

The issue of Frederick dis-
solving stems from the fall 2015 
elections. In those elections no 
Fredrick residents were voted in 
for municipal government posi-
tions. This presents a sticky issue 
because without being voted in 
none of the residents have the 
authority to pass a budget.

This apparently hasn’t stopped 
residents from paying the bills. 
Rice County Clerk Alicia Showal-
ter said the past Frederick Clerk, 
Melode Huggins has been paying 
a light bill every month from the 
more than $92,000 in the city’s 
account. If the city were to be 
dissolved, she said it would likely 
go into the township budget.

Fate of Frederick to be 
decided in next election

203 N. Seventh
Sterling, KS 67579 • 620-278-3531
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Kent Shuyler, Ralph Wilson, Tim  Birzer, 
Blayne Rons, Jack Howerton, Bob Friesen

          Jackie Ramage, Donetta Birzer, Teresa 
Rons, Naomi Loomis

Merry Christmas!


