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 Homeowners un-
derstandably envy the 
award-worthy photo 
spreads in lawn and 
garden magazines, want-
ing to emulate those 
same looks on their own 
properties. Scores of 
designers and landscape 
architects are involved in 
the process of creating 
those amazing lush lawns 
and perfectly placed 
plantings. Although not 
every homeowner has the 
budget to create lavish 
landscape designs, it’s 
still possible for hom-
eowners to create lawns 
they can be proud of.
 · Establish your bud-
get. The first step in any 
project is to determine 
how much money you 
can devote to the job. 
Once you have estab-
lished the budget, all 
other factors can be built 
around it.
 · Find an inspiration 
piece. Great landscapes 
are inspired by many 
things, whether it’s a 
memorable piece of art 
or a landscape layout in 
a lawn and gardening 
magazine. Use photos of 
other gardens or neigh-
bors’ yards as inspiration 
and build off of them. 
As long as the theme 
is cohesive, it will look 
pleasing to the eye.

 · Consider the space 
and how you want to use 
it. Understanding the 
space will help you bet-
ter allocate your budget. 
If your yard is more of 
a retreat, look for ways 
to create privacy and a 
vacation feel. If you have 
kids and entertaining 
friends is a main prior-
ity, focus on recreational 
aspects, such as a pool, 
playset and some durable 
plants. Understanding 
how to allocate your 
budget will help you to 
avoid spending money 
frivolously.
 · Think about re-
claimed or repurposed 
materials. Brand new 
items can quickly eat 
up a budget. However, 
repurposing salvaged or 
inexpensive items can 
stretch that budget while 
adding some unique flair 
to a landscape. See if you 
can find an outdoor patio 
set that someone is giv-
ing away or selling for a 
lower price. All it takes is 
a coat of paint and some 
new cushions to make it 
look like new. Discarded 

bricks or stones can be 
worked into a patio space 
or used to create raised 
garden beds. Purchase 
inexpensive flower pots 
and then paint them to 
make them look like 
stone or another desired 
material.
 · Buy native plants. 
Native plants, shrubs, 
trees, and flowers will 
fare better than non-
native, exotic plants. 
That means you’ll have 
to spend less time and 
money nurturing them 
into health, and less 
money having to replace 
plants that cannot with-
stand your climate.
 · Consider perennial 
plants. Perennials may 
cost more at the outset, 
but the savings will be 
realized in the years to 
come.
 · Hire a professional. It 
may seem counterintui-
tive to spend money on a 
landscaping professional 
when you’ve established 
a strict budget, but that’s 
one way to save money. 
Landscape artists or gar-
den designers have the 

 · English ivy: NASA 
researchers exploring the 
possibilities of long-term 
space habitation found 
that certain houseplants 
were more effective 
at cleaning air inside 
energy-efficient, non-
ventilated buildings than 
others. One such plant 
was English ivy, which 
can effectively combat 
the formaldehyde found 
in certain household 
cleaning products.
 · Bamboo palm: Bam-
boo palms also found 
their way onto NASA’s 
list. Bamboo palm plants 
thrive indoors, where 
they are especially effec-
tive at filtering out the 
chemicals benzene and 
trichloroethylene.
 Gardening has been 
proven to be a sooth-
ing hobby that can help 
gardeners reduce stress. 
But the health benefits 
of gardening can extend 
indoors as well. 
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experience to guide you 
in the right direction and 
help you avoid poten-
tially costly mistakes.
 · Use gravel in spots 
where plants don’t thrive. 
Gravel is an inexpensive 
landscaping material that 
can fill in voids where 
plants or ground cover 
simply do not flour-
ish. Those working on 
limited budgets may be 
happy to learn gravel is 
typically less expensive 
than concrete or pavers.
 · Ask friends or family 
for clippings. Don’t be 
shy about admiring the 
plantings of those you 
know. Flatter their good 
taste and ask if you can 
have some clippings 
to propagate yourself. 
These clippings can turn 
into lush plants in no 
time - with no additional 
spending required.
 With some frugal 
spending, planning and 
budgeting, anyone can 
create a beautiful land-
scape.

Create a budget-friendly 
home landscape
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BUILT FOR YOU
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We Prove Why Country
Clipper is Built For You

CountryClipper.com

Additional Features:

           and much more!

Patented 

Stand-Up Deck

Joystick  Steering Option
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Come See Us at the Farm & Ranch Expo April 6-8
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See dealer or visit www.grasshoppermower.com/financing for details and exclusions.

IT’S SO MUCH MOWER

GRASSHOPPERMOWER.COM

On NEW Grasshopper Equipment

Cannot be combined or used with any other Grasshopper promotion. Certain restrictions may 
apply. 0% financing available with approved credit. See participating authorized Grasshopper 
dealer for complete details.

Get all the True ZeroTurn™ benefits of a new Grasshopper mower 
with zero interest. But hurry, this offer is for a limited time only!

For details, see your Grasshopper dealer or visit 
grasshoppermower.com/financing.

DEALER NAME
1234 Main St.
Anytown
(555) 555-5555

Offer expires Month ??, 20??.

Bob’s Service Center
1-866-312-3326

Also serving the Hoisington area, come see us at
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AUTO PARTS
Great people, great products, great prices!SM

Coming soon, our

Fall Filter Sale

Bob’s Service Center
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Holyrood

Ellsworth

Mention this ad and get a free hat.
Coffee and donuts all day.

Come See Us at the Farm & Ranch Expo April 6-8

May 31, 2016.

Northside Nursery
712 N. Grand Ave. • Lyons - 67554

620-257-2700
Mon. - Sat. 10a.m.-6p.m. • Sun. 12-4p.m.

Largest Selection of Vegetables, Bedding 
Plants, Shrubs and Roses in Rice County!

Come See Our Plants! 

country             Fabrics

FABRIC FOR QUILTS & GARMENTS — BOOKS·PATTERNS·NOTIONS

108” wide quilt backing - $10.98/yd.
FREE Demonstrations- 10:30 am & 1:30 pm 1st Tuesday of each month

In Pleasantview · 5 miles SW of Hutchinson on Highway 50
6411 W. Morgan Ave. · 620-662-3681                                       

Monday - Saturday 9:30-5:00


