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Smart watering conserves water and saves

Summer heat can be
harmful in various ways.
People and pets can
quickly succumb to the
summer sun, which can
cause sunburn, heat ex-
haustion and heat stroke
when people and their
animals spend too much
time outdoors without
adequate protection.

Landscapes are also
vulnerable to summer
heat, which can quickly
spoil the most lush lawns
and robust gardens.
Effective watering can
help lawns and gardens
withstand summer heat,
but improper watering
can deprive landscapes
of the water they need
to survive. Homeowners
concerned about their
lawns and gardens sur-
viving the summer can
take the following ap-
proach to conserve water,
save money and maintain
their landscapes.

- Start early. Hom-
eowners may feel that
the hottest times of the
day are when lawns and
gardens will be most in
need of water, so that’s
the best time to set
sprinklers or grab the
hose and get to work. But
in many areas, watering
between the hours of 11
a.m. and 3 p.m., when
summer temperatures
tend to peak, can be both
wasteful and ineffective.

That’s because watering
between those hours will
cause much of the water
to quickly evaporate, rob-
bing lawns and gardens
of the water they need to
withstand the heat. Hom-
eowners who water when
water is most likely to
evaporate may feel they
need to water more, and
that only wastes water.

It’s best to consult a
local landscaping profes-
sional in your area to
determine the best time
to water each day, but in
many regions the best
time to water is between
6 a.m. and 10 a.m., when
temperatures are gener-
ally lower, the sun is not
at its peak and winds are
not as strong.

- Place sprinklers
correctly. If you do
not have an in-ground
irrigation system and
don’t intend to install
one, you will likely use
lawn sprinklers to water
the lawn. When plac-
ing these sprinklers,
turn them on and then
document their trajectory
before moving on to the
next area. You want to
make sure the water from
the sprinklers is not land-
ing on sidewalks, patios
or streets, especially if
your community typi-
cally institutes drought
restrictions that limit
how much you can water.

Exterior painting pointers

A fresh coat of paint on a home’s exterior can give
a property a vibrant new look. Whether you decide
to go with a bold new color or repaint a house in an
existing color, new paint can add some life to the

exterior of your home.

Summer has long been considered the ideal season
to paint home exteriors, but advancements in technol-
ogy have made it easier to paint home exteriors later
in the year. According to paint manufacturer Sherwin-
Williams, traditional latex-based paints need tempera-
tures above 60 F to cure properly. Sherwin-Williams
also notes that one of the more common mistakes ho-
meowners make when painting their homes’ exteriors
is to paint during times of the year when temperatures
fluctuate greatly between the days and nights. When
nighttime temperatures dip considerably lower than
they were in the afternoon, dew will form and the paint
can stop coalescing. When that happens, moisture gets
into the uncured paint and surface staining and adhe-
sion problems may result. So even if the temperature is
a comfortable 60 F during the day, homeowners should
avoid painting if the nighttime temperatures figure to
drop considerably.

In addition to choosing the right time of year to
paint, consider the following painting pointers to
ensure your home’s exterior gets the fresh look you
are aiming for.

- Monitor weather reports. It’s not just the tempera-
ture at night after you paint that should be monitored.
Sherwin-Williams advises that the temperature
should be in the suggested range and above the dew
point for at least 48 hours after application so the
paint film can form properly. So applying a fresh coat
of paint on a beautiful autumn Saturday is not ideal if
Sunday figures to bring the first hints of winter.

- Don’t skimp on quality. Some paints are cost
more than others, and homeowners working on a
budget may be tempted to choose the least expensive
option available. While price and quality are two dif-
ferent things, it’s important that homeowners avoid
choosing a paint solely because it is the least expen-
sive option. Research paints before buying a particu-
lar one, emphasizing quality over cost. Today’s paints
last longer than the paints of yesteryear, so you likely
won’t need to paint your home’s exterior again for
a long time. A budget-friendly yet low-quality paint
will not only make your home less appealing, but you
will likely need to paint again sooner than you will if
you go with a higher quality paint.

- Don’t paint to cover up a problem. Rotting wood
or siding is unsightly, and some homeowners think
paint can cover up such a problem. But paint will
not stick to rotten wood and siding, and the problem
will still be noticeable after you paint. A fresh coat
of paint is not the solution to rotten wood or siding.
Consult a professional contractor if your home is
experiencing such a problem.

A fresh coat of paint on your home’s exterior can
be a great way to improve your home’s curb appeal.
But it’s important homeowners follow some of the
same rules the pros adhere to when painting the exte-
riors of their homes.

In such instances, you’ll
need to make the best
use of the water you’re
allowed to use, so make
sure none of it is water-
ing the driveway.

+ Let well-fed lawns
go dormant dur-
ing drought. Lengthy
droughts tend to be

accompanied by water
restrictions, and such
restrictions can frustrate
homeowners who don’t
want to see all of the
hard work they’ve put in
to this point go to waste.
But grass that has thus
far been well cared for
can withstand drought

and still recover when
rains once again fall and
temperatures cool come
autumn. If you plan to
let the lawn go dormant,
keep kids, pets and
visitors off the grass, as
dormant lawns are highly
susceptible to damage.
Summer is an enjoy-

money

able time of year, but
lawn and garden enthu-
siasts may be concerned
for their properties when
summer heat sets in. A
few simple strategies
can help lawns make

it through the season
unscathed.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

WORDS

ASCENSION
ASHES
BASKET
BREAD
BUNNY
CHICK
CHOCOLATE
CROSS
CRUCIFIXION
DECORATE
DYE
EASTER
EGGS
FAITH
FLOWERS
GARDEN
GATHERING
HUNT
JESUS
LAMB
LENT
MAUNDY
MIRACLE
PAINTED
PALM
PASCHAL
PASSION
PENTECOST
REBIRTH
RESURRECTION
SHROVE
SUNDAY
SUPPER
SURPRISE
TOMB
WINE
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The helpful place.

Scotts’

Turf Builder
EZ Seed, 10 Lb.
7206436, 7229404

Limit 2
total at
this price.

SALE 226.99

—$7zv;m*

Ace 5/8" x 50'
5/8" x 100" Hose,

. Limit 2 at this price.

You
Pay

Heavy-Duty Garden Hose
7195431 Limit 2 at this price.

7195456...SALE*34.99, You Pay 24.99
After *10 Instant Savings.*

SALE

399

Hummingbird Ace Wild Bird
Feeder

. 88880
Nectar sold
separately.

BIG APRIL

AVINGS!

NOW THROUGH APRIL 30

SALE
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SALE
799

Food, 20 Lb.
81995

|

red hot buy

1427

20-1/2" Whiskey Barrel
Planter or 16" Bushel Planter
7218282, 7438682

Plants sold separately.

SALE

999

Ace Sunflower
Seed, 20 Lb.
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Doerr s ACE Hardware

602 Broadway, Larned

Visa, MasterCard, Discover
American Expreu Honored
¢ at Participating Ace Stores

620-285-2171 - 1-800-696-0258




