
Many talented teams and athletes make for an exciting spring season

2016 Larned Indian track team

Senior McKenna Rugan (left) and sophomore Joanna 
Strecker will be two of many scorers for the Lady Eagles 
this spring.                                (photo by Mike Courson)                                                                                                                             
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By Mike Courson
Part of my job is to 

fluff up some of the area 
teams. Unfortunately, 
not everyone can win all 
the time and some teams 
will lose more than oth-
ers. Fortunately, a lot of 
teams this spring needed 
no fluff.

Sterling has been 
stuck behind Collegiate 
at the Class 3A State 

Tournament in each of 
the past three seasons. 
The 3A tournament will 
be fun to watch as Larned 
moves down to 3A, and 
Lyons also has a return-
ing state qualifier. Most 
notably, though, watch 
out for those Black Bears 
both as a team and indi-
vidually.

Honestly, I make it 
to more softball games 

than baseball games but 
I’m hoping to hit some 
more baseball this spring. 
Larned proved to be a 
team to beat last year and 
by all accounts, they will 
be even tougher in 2016. 

The Central Kansas 
League offers a great 
roster of softball teams. 
Several teams return sig-
nificant portions of their 
rosters, including Haven, 

Hoisington, and Sterling, 
each with eight starters 
back. That should make 
for a great league race 
and hopefully several of 
those teams go on to play 
at state.

On the tennis courts, 
watch out for the Oil-
ers. Layne Bieberle is 
gone but Michael Ryan is 
back. Coach Gary Bittner 
is about as modest as they 
come about his teams, so 
if he says his squad will 
be fun to watch, watch 

out!
Finally, as per usual, 

the spring will bring out 
a host of track athletes. 
Hoisington and Macks-
ville always have great 
pole vaulters. Ellinwood 
has its distance runners. 
The cover this spring ob-
viously features some of 
our top distance runners 
in the area and it will be 
fun to see them compete, 
often against one another, 
throughout the spring.

Last spring ended a 

bit on a sour note with 
cold and wet weather that 
made for regional and 
state track conditions, 
and cancelled third-place 
games at some baseball 
and softball tournaments. 

So as much as we’re 
cheering on the local ath-
letes, let us also cheer on 
sun and spring weather. 
But that rain is free to fall 
on Wednesday, Saturday, 
and Sunday each week.

Good luck area ath-
letes and coaches!

Tabler Furniture sells CARPET??? 

Yes we do!  Tons of it!!! 

And, we give FREE estimates! 

We have carpet that fits any budget. 

Quality installation guaranteed! 

Financing Available! 

“Good Luck” to all the        
area students and athletes. 
Tabler Furniture wishes 

you success in both the 
classroom and athletic   

competitions.            
WORK HARD.           
PLAY HARD.                           

ENJOY THE RIDE!!! 

Strong On Ag Lending
Real Estate • Operating • Livestock • Equipment

Our strength comes from personal experience 
in farming and ranching. We will apply that knowledge in designing

a loan package just right for your operation.

Call High Plains
Farm Credit 

in Larned today!

Strong On
Ag Lending

Our strength comes from
personal experience in

farming and ranching.  We
will apply that knowledge in

designing a loan package
just right for your opera-

tion.  Call High Plains Farm
Credit in Larned today!

Larned Office ~ 605 Main Street Larned, KS 67550

605 Main Street •  Larned, KS 67550
  (620) 285-6978                       1-800-864-4458

Fusion Mobile Deposit

is Here!

Your life is busy!
Bank where you want, when you want.

Home of 

116 W. 6th • Larned • (620) 285­6931
www.fusion.bank

Our Team is Ready to Go!

620-285-2161
103 E 3rd St. • Larned, KS

1905 - 2016

2016 Hoisington Cardinal tennis team

2016 Hoisington Cardinal golf team 2016 Hoisington Cardinal baseball team


