
By Mike Courson
The Lady Eagle 

softball team put up 
great numbers with 18 
wins last year but ulti-
mately missed its goal of 
qualifying for the state 
tournament. This season, 
expectations will again 
be high as Coach Jason 
Duvall returns for a sec-
ond season with five core 
players also returning.

“We have a good 
group,” Duvall said. “Of 
course with the pitcher 
(Allison Panning) coming 
back and Katie (Shafer) 
catching, it should be 
pretty good. We’re mov-
ing some kids around to 
fill in some positions. I 
have some young kids 
who will be playing, and 
some kids who don’t 
have a lot of experience 
but have a little and will 
be counted on to play.”

The junior Panning 
played in all 21 games 
last year. She hit a 
respectable .309 but did 
most of her damage in 
the circle. Panning threw 
93.2 of the 115 innings 
played last year, striking 
out 119, walking or hit-
ting 27, and allowing just 
58 hits. She returns with 
a paltry 1.20 ERA.

“She said softball may 
be something she wants 
to do in college and she’s 
put a little more effort 
into it,” Duvall said. 
“She’s done pretty well 
in the weight room. With 
Coach (Ashley) Cahoone 
out there, she’s dealt 
with pitchers, and that 
will give her a little more 
individual time with her, 
and we’re developing 
another pitch or two so 
we’ll be working on that 
throughout the season. 

I think she’s ready to 
go and is excited. That 
will be a big plus for our 
team.”

Shafer, a senior, 
returns as the other half 
of the battery behind 
the plate. Playing in 21 
games last year, Shafer 
finished third on the team 
with 25 hits and second 
with six doubles. Her 
15 runs driven in were 
second-best on the squad.

Duvall returns some 
more firepower in se-
niors Mattie Shafer and 
Laura Standlee and junior 
Brittney Beck. Last 
season, Standlee paced 
the Lady Eagles with 37 
hits and a .578 average. 
Her 31 runs scored were 
second-most on the team.

Beck batted .423, 
driving in 11 runs and 
coming around to score 
27 times. She had three 
doubles on the season. 
Mattie Shafer hit .333 
with 22 runs scored.

“We lost a couple big 
sticks but I think Katie 
and Mattie will do re-
ally well,” Duvall said. 
“Brittney has the op-
portunity to hit the ball 
well. As far as hitting, 
we’re not too bad. We’ll 
still be using bunts here 
and there in spots. I have 
three or four coming 
back who hit out of the 
left side so we’ll utilize 
that some too. The other 
girls in there will be good 
moving runners and 
that’s what their jobs will 
be.”

 Ellinwood graduated 
some of its most potent 
power. Danae Patten took 
a .564 average with her, 
and Delaney Beckwith 
batted .450 last season 

with a team-high four 
home runs. Tawny Arndt 
hit .404 last season with a 
pair of home runs.

Beckwith was also 
a secondary arm in the 
circle, throwing 21.1 in-
nings with a 6-0 record 
and 2.62 ERA. Duvall 
said Mattie Shafer may 
get some innings in the 
circle, and freshmen Kai-
tlyn Pohlman and Lauren 
Petz may also throw 
some innings. 

“We’re hoping to 
have the opportunity to 
do that,” said Duvall. 
(Mattie’s) not a pitcher-
pitcher, but she’s done 
it before and can throw 
strikes. And we have 
some younger ones we’re 
going to start working 
with.”
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Another year older, Ellinwood.  

Happy 140th Birthday!

Welcome to the 

39th Annual After Harvest Festival!

BY MIKE COURSON
Somebody call a doctor. 

Or two. For the first time 
in eight years, there will 
be co-Grand Marshals at 
this year’s After Harvest 
Festival Parade. Doc-
tors Charlie Joslin and 
Christopher Brown have 
earned the honor for their 
service to the community 
via their work at Ellin-
wood District Hospital 
and Clinic. 

“They are just excep-
tional people as well 
as good doctors,” said 
Richard Kimple, chair-
man of the hospital board. 
“I think this was one of 
the things we felt as a 
community we could do 
to say thank you for the 
wonderful service they’ve 
provided our community 
and let them know they’re 
appreciated here.”

There have been other 
co-Marshals in recent 
years, but not since 2006 
when the title went to 
Bernice Petz, Eloise Win-
kleman, and Joan Drees 
has the honor gone to a 
non-married duo.

“It is a great honor to be 
chosen as Grand Marshal 
because of the unique 
place the After Harvest 
Festival has in the heart 
of the community,” Joslin 
said. “The first summer I 
was here I took note that 
folks seemed to be as ex-
cited for after harvest as 
they would be for Christ-
mas. It is a lot of fun, 
meant to be a lot of fun 
and a moment to enjoy 
life after a hard season of 
work.”

The road to Ellinwood 
is a long one for both doc-
tors. Brown spent most 
of his life in Kansas City 
but began to broaden his 
view of the rest of state 
while attending Kansas 
State University. In those 
days, Brown became 
acquainted with Olathe 
family physician Dr. 
Doug Brooks and thought 
his path would eventually 
lead him to join Brooks in 
practice. 

“He epitomized what I 
still hold to be very im-
portant qualities of a fam-
ily doctor,” Brown said. “ 
One, be very knowledge-
able in your field; two, 
treat your patients with 
the utmost respect as fel-
low human beings, and 
three, endeavor to make 
sure a person leaves your 
office feeling better than 
when they came in.”

In his time at KU Med 
in Kansas City, Brown 
began to realize how 
much he missed the 
western part of Kansas 
and the people who made 
up those communities. He 
entered residency at Fam-
ily Medicine at Smoky 

Hill in Salina as part of a 
program geared to bring 
primary care physicians 
to rural Kansas. 

After getting his license 
a year later, Brown had 
the opportunity to “moon-
light” in various com-
munities over the next 
two years. He spent time 
in Smith Center, Onaga, 
Ness City, and St. Mary’s.

“After graduation from 
residency, I continued to 
work weekends here and 
there, and that is how I 
was introduced to Ellin-
wood,” said Brown.

Joslin has also worked 
in various hospitals 
around the state. He 
spent 13 years in Wichita, 
then spent six years as a 
primary care physician in 
Russell. He has also spent 
time in a private practice 
as a partner of Hillside 
Medical Office after com-
pleting residency at the 
Wesley Family Practice 
program.

“When I was consider-
ing other practice loca-
tions, a dear friend of 
ours happened to know of 
EDH searching for a pro-
vider, and hence we were 
introduced,” Joslin said. 

Brown was the lone 
provider of primary 
care in Ellinwood until 
he helped recruit Joslin 
several years ago. The 
teamwork is another rea-
son the pair was selected 
as co-Marshals.

“Most of my life, if 
you wanted a doctor in 
Ellinwood you had one 
doctor to choose from,” 
Kimple said. “Now you 
can call the clinic and 
make an appointment and 
you can choose between 
three. The quality, the 
choice, and these are all 
good, experienced people 
who understand their role 
in this community and 
the limitations of a criti-
cal access hospital. They 
understand how to serve 
the community. They just 
cover so well for each 
other.”

“Dr. Joslin was a most 
welcome addition to 
Ellinwood several years 
ago,” said Brown. “His 
high commitment and 
dedication to patient care 
makes him not only an 
excellent fit to Ellinwood, 
but brings our level of 
care to new heights.  He 

works tirelessly for his 
patients, and has wonder-
ful relationships with 
them and the clinic and 
hospital staff. He is now 
a fixture to the Ellinwood 
health care system, and I 
hope he practices the rest 
of his career here. It is an 
honor to be selected along 
with him as Co-Grand 
Marshal.” 

“Dr. Brown and I have 
both, I think, enjoyed our 
association,” Joslin said. 
“I respect him greatly and 
am proud to work with 
him. Likewise, I am very 
fond of our entire EDH 
staff and the work that 
they do.”

Dr. Joslin moved to El-
linwood in 2009, but Dr. 
Brown continues to live 
abroad, calling Ellinwood 
his home practice. Part 
of that is the staff with 
which the doctors work.

“While I enjoyed parts 
of the very small com-
munities where I have 
worked, it was immedi-
ately apparent to me that 
Ellinwood was truly spe-
cial, and it starts and ends 
with the people of Ellin-
wood,” said Brown. “My 
first experiences were 
with the people through 
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Grand Marshal, M.D.: Drs. Joslin and Brown earn the honor
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Spanx, Shoes, Accessories.  

Get Ready for the
 After Harvest Festival!

1523 Main, GB.  620-793-9514

www.beautifulbeginningsgb.com

Ask About Our At Home Truck Shows!

Welcome to the Annual 
After Harvest Festival
Hope you have 
a great time!

HI-LA
ENGINE, PUMP
& SUPPLY, INC.

620-564-2360

Chuck Hamby

Hm: 620-564-3478  Cell:620-786-4880

Greg Manning

Hm: 620-564-2302  Cell: 620-786-4545

Proudly serving Kansas for over 16 years!
620-564-2818

www.joinerconstructioninc.net

Welcome to Ellinwood for the 
After Harvest Festival!

Lone Wolf Restaurant 
111 E. 1st Street Ellinwood
Restaurant Hours 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

We'll have Full Concessions in the parking lot
east of our building from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.
OPEN BAR AVAILABLE

Lots of Good Food with access to our 
Air Conditioned Building and Cold Beverages  July 18 and 19

Join us 
for Breakfast 

Sunday!

AFTER HARVEST FESTIVAL SPECIAL
WHOLE HOG OR 

BBQ CHICKEN MEAL
(served with sides and tea or water)

Sue's B-B-Q
will be serving immediately after the 

parade until 2 p.m. Saturday, July 19th
at the American Legion

Stop by and see us 

after the parade!

117 East Santa Fe, 

ELLINWOOD

the hospital--the nurses 
(like Jane Fertig, Rachelle 
Stratmann, Stephanie 
Ahrens), the staff (like 
Goldie Elsen, and count-
less others), providers 
like Debra Brockel and 
JoAnne Berry.  

“They were truly excel-
lent representatives of 
not just the hospital, but 
Ellinwood as a commu-
nity. The people I had the 
privilege to take care of 
during those early years 
were kind and courteous, 
and a joy to serve.  I felt 
welcome from the first 
day, and knew Ellinwood 
epitomized to me what 
I was longing for during 
those years in medical 
school.”

Outside of practice, 
both doctors are family 
men. Joslin is married to 
Denise, who also works 
at the clinic. The two met 
at Wichita State while he 
was a resident and she 
was a nursing student. 
Their son, Peter, is 13 
years old and attends St. 
Joseph School. He is a 
distance runner in track 
and also runs cross coun-
try. “We are delighted 
with the opportunity for 
Peter to grow up in a 

community such as this,” 
Joslin said.

Brown lives in Salina 
with wife, Chrissy, son, 
Ethan, and daughter, Lily. 
Salina remains a central 
location for Brown’s trav-
el, but also allows Ethan, 
12, access to necessary 
health care.

“(Ethan) has rather 
intense physical therapy 
and medical needs that 
necessitates close proxim-
ity to specialized health 
care services on a weekly 
basis,” Brown said. “He 
has a world class physical 
therapist in Salina who 
has worked hard to keep 
his body developing prop-
erly since infancy.”

Ethan enjoys a wide 
range of interests but idol-
izes athletes. He enjoys 
watching professional ro-
deo, basketball, football, 
baseball, and currently, 
World Cup soccer. Ethan 
was recently paired with 
Melody, a yellow Labra-
dor service dog. Lily, 9, 
is the family’s reader and 
artist. She is taking art 
classes this summer and 
already enjoys working 
with various media. 

The Brown family en-
joys playing board games 

and watching movies 
together, and even an 
occasional cruise in the 
convertible Mustang. 

Brown’s role in El-
linwood is not only as 
physician, but also to train 
future physicians for the 
community. 

“I also split my clinical 
time with the Univer-
sity of Kansas School of 
Medicine, which three 
years ago opened a branch 
campus in Salina. Similar 
to Smoky Hill Family 
Practice residency, it is a 
commitment by KU and 
the State of Kansas to train 
more physicians to serve 
rural Kansas. No other 
school other than KU has 
this mission, and KU-
Salina is now the smallest 
four-year medical school 
in the United States. While 
teaching at KU limits 
some of my clinical time 
in Ellinwood, I am pleased 
to fulfill the mission that I 
may be assisting in train-
ing future doctors that 
might one day practice in 
Ellinwood.”

Both doctors will take 
the morning off for the 
After Harvest Festival 
parade on Saturday, July 
19.

DR. CHARLIE JOSLIN DR. CHRISTOPHER BROWN

Welcome to the Annual

After Harvest Festival

620-564-2360 

Hope you have a great time!

Chuck Hamby

Cell: 620-786-4880

Greg Manning

Cell: 620-786-4545

Have a Great 
Season! 

Go Eagles!
Ellinwood softball 2016
April 8  ELLIS
April 12  @Sedgwick
April 14  SUBLETTE
April 19  PLAINVILLE
April 21  TMP
April 25  @Lincoln
April 29  @Russell
May 3  LITTLE RIVER
May 5  LINCOLN
May 9         @Ellis
May 16-17 Regional
May 26-27 State

By Mike Courson
The Eagle tennis team 

went without a state 
qualifier for the first time 
in a long time last season. 
With a small roster and a 
new coach, Ellinwood is 
looking to change that in 
2016.

First-year coach Mike 
Fortkamp has been out of 
the coaching game for a 
while. He played all four 
years in high school and 
coached boys’ and girls’ 
teams in Colby for two 
years before taking a long 
break. With three boys 
of his own on the middle 
school squad, he’s ready 
to throw his hat back in 
the ring.

“I’m looking forward 
to developing some 
young talent into good 

tennis players,” Fortkamp 
said. “I look forward to 
seeing some kids turn the 
corner with their skill and 
taking their game to the 
next level.

Marc Waite had 
been a mainstay on the 
Eagle tennis team before 
graduating last May. He 
was a three-time state 
qualifier. His absence 
opens the door for a new 
leader and Fortkamp may 
have found that already 
in junior Eric Jones, one 
of the returners from last 
year.

“We have a good 
group of boys this year,” 
said Fortkamp. “I am 
already seeing one of 
them as a leader, and that 
is Eric. He gets the rest 
of our team fired up and 

motivated for practices 
and drills. You can tell he 
really wants to improve 
his game and take it to 
the next level.”

Senior Dylan Elsen 
also returns as a varsity 
player from a year ago. 
He will likely team up 
with Jones to play No. 
1 doubles for a second-
straight season. “Dylan 
just started practicing 
with us recently,” Fort-
kamp said on March 23. 
“I see Dylan and Eric 
having a great time play-
ing doubles.”

Senior Alex Robl 
played No. 2 singles last 
season. He will likely be 
in the mix for the No. 1 


