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The Perfect Fit
for Your Retirement Years

At our residence your loved one has the freedom
to live with choice in their care, while you can
be secure that they are being cared for by
compassionate and professional staff.

Please contact Country Living of Larned to
schedule a private tour of our residence and learn
about our customized programs and personalized attention.

Country Living
OF LARNED

ASSISTED LIVING
MEMORY CARE SERVICES

620-285-6900
714 West 9th, Larned, Kansas 

email: Lsmith@CountryLivingofLarned.com

Ag Systems, 
Inc.

810 E. 14th St., Larned · 620-285-2111

Larned 
Wishes 

to
Thank 
You!

The Leader in Precision Irrigation.

  January 27, 2011

Pawnee County Commission-
ers Donna Pelton, John Haas 
and Chairman Kathy Bowman 
contract with Health Facilities 
Group of Wichita, Kansas for de-
sign and engineering services in 
conjunction with the PVCH re-
placement hospital project.

Pawnee County Commissioners Donna Pelton, John Haas and Chairman 
Kathy Bowman authorize the institution of an Alternative Project Deliv-
ery Program pursuant the Kansas Alternative Project Delivery Building 
Construction Procurement Act, for the purpose of constructing a re-
placement Pawnee Valley Community Hospital building for the benefit 
of the citizens of Pawnee County. Kathy Bowman, Chairman signs Paw-
nee County Resolution No. 2011-04 to formalize their decision.

  February 7, 2011

Pictured is the team from Hays Medical Center who were on hand early 
Monday morning, (March 1, 2010), when ownership of the hospital was 
transferred, left to right (front row): Jessica Fischer, Chris Schumacher; (mid-
dle row): Carol Groen, Regina Borthwick, Karen Wagner; (back row): Bryce 
Young, Terry Siek, Larry Plante, Lisa Dinkel, Scott Rohleder, Mark Brungardt, 
Jeremiah Rajewski, Thomas Rupp, Penny Davis and Dr. Ken Lindsey.
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 February 26, 2010   March 1, 2010

The Board of County Commissioners 
of Pawnee County, Kansas, the 
Pawnee County Community Health 
Organization, and Hays Medical 
Center announce an agreement has 
been reached regarding the transfer 
of St. Joseph Memorial Hospital and 
the hospital’s Critical Care Access 
License certification to HaysMed 
Partners-Pawnee County, Inc. 
effective March 1, 2010. HaysMed 

Thanks 
for letting us
provide your
quality
healthcare
staff.

 

Eldon and Mike Tauscher
Paint, Body and Frame Shop
137 South Broadway, Larned

620-285-2169 or Cell 620-285-1395

We 
appreciate 
prompt emergency care.

We Know You Will
Provide Quality Medical 

Services to 
Pawnee County.

Taylor Abstract 
AND Title Company, Inc.
114 WEST 5TH, LARNED

620-285-2026

“We look forward to your 
expanded services.”

Vanley’s Tavern
501 Broadway - 285-9637 - Larned

Now Open Wed. thru Sat. 5pm - 2am

“We are pulling for you!”

Partners-Pawnee County, Inc. will be 
managing the hospital for the benefit of 
the citizens of Larned, Pawnee County and 
the surrounding communities by means of 
an Affiliation Agreement entered into with 
Pawnee County. 
This transaction will ensure the citizens of 
Larned, Pawnee County and the surround-
ing communities will have local access to 
quality healthcare for many years to come. 

12:00 Midnight. St. Joseph 
Memorial Hospital, Inc. 
ownership transfers to 
Pawnee County with HaysMed 
as management and hospital 
named Pawnee Valley 
Community Hospital. 

Escue Chapel CME Church
Rev. Anthony Hill

1220 Carroll • Larned

Congratulations to the 
people of Pawnee Valley 

on the new 
Pawnee Valley 

Community Hospital.

 (February 26, 2010) 
Larned, Ks - The Board 
of County Commission-
ers of Pawnee County, 
Kansas, the Pawnee 
County Community 
Health Organization and 
Hays Medical Center 
are pleased to announce 
an agreement has been 
reached regarding the 
transfer of St. Joseph 
Memorial Hospital and 
the hospital’s Critical 
Access Hospital certifi-
cation to HaysMed Part-
ners - Pawnee County, 

Inc. effective March 1, 
2010.
 HaysMed Partners 
- Pawnee County, Inc. 
will be managing the 
hospital for the ben-
efit of the citizens of 
Larned, Pawnee County 
and the surrounding 
communities by means 
of an Affiliation Agree-
ment entered into with 
Pawnee County earlier 
this week.
 The Pawnee County 
Commissioners, the 
Pawnee County Com-

munity Health Orga-
nization, Hays Medi-
cal Center, Catholic 
Health Initiatives and 
Central Kansas Medi-
cal Center each wish 
to publicly thank all 
parties involved in the 
transaction for their 
willingness to con-
tinue negotiations over 
the past few weeks 
and acknowledge the 
cooperation of everyone 
involved whose efforts 
have contributed to an 
orderly transfer of St. 
Joseph Memorial Hos-
pital to Pawnee County 
and its citizens. 
 The Pawnee County 
Commissioners believe 
this is a healthy out-
come for all parties and 
most importantly for 
the citizens of Pawnee 
County and the sur-
rounding communities.  
This transaction will 
ensure the citizens of 
Larned, Pawnee County 
and the surrounding 
communities will have 
local access to quality 
healthcare for many 
years to come. 

Hays Medical Center will manage facility

Agreement reached to transfer
SJMH to Pawnee County

Pictured is the team from Hays Medical Center who were on hand early 
Monday morning when ownership of the hospital was transferred, left to 
right (front row): Jessica Fischer, Chris Schumacher; (middle row): Carol 
Groen, Regina Borthwick, Karen Wagner; (back row): Bryce Young, Terry 
Siek, Larry Plante, Lisa Dinkel, Scott Rohleder, Mark Brungardt, Jeremiah 
Rajewski, Thomas Rupp, Penny Davis and Dr. Ken Lindsey.

 (March 2, 2010) – St. 
Joseph Memorial Hos-
pital is now owned by 
the citizens of Pawnee 
County, Kansas, accord-
ing to Arlis Atteberry, 
Chairman of the Pawnee 
County Board of Com-
missioners. 
 “Commissioners 
Kathy Bowman, Donna 
Pelton and I are very 

Hays Med Center takes over
operational responsibilities

happy the efforts of so 
many of our citizens have 
finally succeeded,” said 
Atteberry.  “We are truly 
thankful for the tremen-
dous help Hays Medical 
Center’s team has pro-
vided during this process 
which began last June.” 
 Under the terms of an 
Affiliation Agreement 
with Pawnee County, 
Hays Medical Center 
took operational respon-
sibility of St. Joseph 
Memorial Hospital, now 
doing business as Paw-
nee Valley Community 
Hospital, at 12:01 a.m. 
Monday morning. 
 At that time a team of 
Hays Med administra-
tors, including interim 
CEO Bryce Young, were 
on-hand to assist staff 
with the final transition 
after more than a week of 
on-site preparation. 
 “This is an exciting 
step forward for the entire 
community,” said Dr. 

John Jeter, President and 
CEO of Hays Med. “After 
months of work on the 
part of so many in Paw-
nee County it is gratifying 
to see those efforts come 
to fruition. Local owner-
ship is truly key.”
 The agreement be-
tween Hays Med and the 
Pawnee County Com-
mission is for a term of 
five years, although both 
parties anticipate a long 
partnership. Emphasizing 
local ownership, Hays 
Med leases the building 
and equipment from the 
county for the period of 
the affiliation agreement, 
with all assets retained by 
the county. 
 “This is a great day for 
each of Pawnee County’s 
citizens,” said Pawnee 
County Attorney John 
Settle. “After months of 
uncertainty and the likely 

see HMC
page 20
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110% Your County Attorney

Republican for County Attorney

VOTE TO RE-ELECT

John M. Settle
as Pawnee County Attorney

Pro Life & Pro Family
reelectjohnsettle@gmail.com

Paid for by Committee to Re-elect John M. Settle, William Nusser, Treasurer

 Over the years I have 
watched as John has 
faithfully served his 
community through his 
office. As a leader in 
the community, we can 
trust that John will al-
ways give 110% in his 
efforts to represent and 
protect the people of Pawnee County. 

I urge you to support John Settle for 
Pawnee County Attorney 

~ Dr. David Sanger 

By Mike GilMore

News Director,
Hi, Neighbor! 
Newspapers

 Pawnee Valley Com-
munity Hospital and Hays 
Medical Center continue 
to remain in partnership in 
2016, through the second 
cycle of a five-year roll-
over agreement executed 
in 2010. 
 This agreement origi-
nally set forth the unique 
relationship PVCH 
shares with HaysMed. In 
March 2010, ownership 
and control of St. Joseph 
Memorial Hospital was 
transferred to the citizens 
of Pawnee County, as 
represented by the Pawnee 
County Commissioners 
and later renamed Pawnee 
Valley Community Hospi-
tal. 
 With that transfer of 
ownership, PVCH entered 
into its first five-year af-
filiation agreement with 
HaysMed as management 
partner, with anticipation 
of a long-term relation-
ship. 
 Now in its second cycle, 
the 20-page affiliation 
agreement outlines the 

roles played by PVCH, 
HaysMed Partners (re-
quired by CMS rules), 
Pawnee County and the 
county’s Public Building 
Commission, formed as 
issuing administrator of 
PVCH’s 25-year Hospital 
Revenue Bonds which 
financed the construction 
of PVCH’s new facility 
which was completed in 
2013.
 The role of the Pawnee 
County Commissioners is 
to oversee all the property 
and equipment used to 
operate PVCH at 923 Car-
roll Street in Larned. The 
county commission directs 
PVCH and HaysMed to 
make approved purchases 
of equipment as necessary 
to continue hospital ser-
vices and programs. The 
county is responsible for 
capital improvements and 
is responsible for revenue 
shortfalls.
 Under the county’s 
property lease as outlined 
by the affiliation agree-
ment, neither PVCH nor 
HaysMed may make 
equipment purchases 
without prior approval 
from the Commissioners. 

PVCH and HaysMed, 
however, may report to the 
Commissioners why such 
equipment may be needed.
 HaysMed’s role as 
financial manager allows 
PVCH to maintain opera-
tions without the necessity 
of an on-site financial 
department. HaysMed’s 
billing system and depart-
mental staff thus absorbs 
the cost of additional staff 
and equipment that would 
be necessary at PVCH if 
the Affiliation Agreement 
were not in place. 
 As financial manager, 
HaysMed files not-for-
profit tax returns on behalf 
of PVCH in compliance of 
state and federal regula-
tions. The federal compli-
ance allows HaysMed to 
receive compensation for 
its participation solely 
through reimbursement of 
federal funds, as directed 
by the Centers for Medic-
aid and Medicare Ser-
vices. 
 CMS governs licensure 
of the nation’s health-
care facilities including 
all Critical Access Hos-
pitals such as PVCH. 
HaysMed’s management 
cost is contained within 
its annual “Cost Report” 
submitted to CMS. CMS 
then reimburses HaysMed 
for those costs. 
 Meanwhile, CMS addi-
tionally annually reim-
burses PVCH in the range 
of $600,000-$700,000 
for depreciation on the 
new hospital facility 
and its equipment. This 
reimbursement accounts 
for approximately half of 
PVCH’s annual bond is-
sue payments.
 The role of the Pawnee 
County Building Commis-
sion, whose membership 
consists wholly of Pawnee 
County residents, is to 
serve as titleholder “in 
trust” of the entire scope 
of the new PVCH facil-
ity and Pawnee Valley 
Medical Clinic, as well as 
all bonded debt, equip-
ment, furniture, program 
software or consumables 
used in operation of the 

PVCH and HaysMed: A Successful Partnership
hospital.
 As part of the terms of 
the Affiliation Agreement, 
PVCH and HaysMed 
make regular financial 

reports to the Pawnee 
County Commission-
ers. The reports are open 
to the public and occur 
mostly on the third Mon-

days of each month in the 
Commissioner’s office 
on the second floor of the 
Pawnee County Court-
house.


