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By Mike Courson
Farming: bury a seed 

in the ground, add water 
and sunlight and watch it 
grow. If only it were that 
simple. Wheat farming 
in the 21st century is a 
highly complex business. 
Beyond all the complica-
tions that can wipe out 
a wheat crop - disease, 
drought, hail, fire to name 
a few – choosing the right 
variety can also determine 
a crop’s success. 

“Farming is very 
independent,” said Alicia 
Boor, agriculture and 
natural resources agent 
with the Barton County 
K-State Research and 
Extension Office. “Every 
decision a farmer makes 
can affect him later on. 
They have a lot of choice 
in what they decide to 
plant, what they decide to 
buy or hold back. There is 
a lot of decision making 
in farming.” 

Crops then and now
Wheat farming is an 

ever-changing industry. 
A report from the United 
States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) and 
National Agricultural 
Statistics Service (NASS) 
suggests wheat may have 
been planted in the area as 
early as 1839. 

The Kansas State 
Board of Agriculture 
(KSBA) was created in 
1872 and compiled ex-
tensive statistics on wheat 
farming in the state. With 
two entities doubling up 
on work and sometimes 
creating conflicting statis-
tics, the KSBA merged its 

functions with the USDA 
to create the NASS. 

Records indicate the 
original farms in Kansas 
were small and inefficient. 
In 1866, the first year on 
record, some 68,000 acres 
were harvested with an 
average yield of 19 bush-
els per acre. Though the 
number of acres greatly 
expanded over the next 
several decades, peak-
ing at 6,880,000 acres in 
1907, yields were even 
lower, often in the range 
of 12-15 bushels per acre.

The harvest was 
hit hard in 1951. Of 
14,773,000 acres planted, 
only 9,701,000 were har-
vested, the lowest figure 
in 11 years. The next 
year proved to be one of 
the best with 14,649,000 
acres harvested at a yield 
of 21.0 bushels per acre, a 
record at the time. 

Yields again fell off 
for the most of the 1950s 
but picked back up in 
1958 with yields of 28.5 
bushels per acre. For the 
most part, yields have 
trended upwards since, 
hitting 34.5 in 1971, 41.5 
in 1983, and 49 in 1998.

Today, yields con-
tinue to increase. With 
rain coming at just the 
right time over the past 
several months, many 
farmers around Kansas are 
reporting yields of 60-65 
bushels per acre. 

Science makes the 
seed 
Not all wheat is cre-

ated equal. The original 
crops likely have very 
low yields.  “Wild wheat 

looks completely different 
than domesticated wheat,” 
Boor said. “It’s from the 
Southwest Asia area and 
humans, as we migrated, 
brought it with us.” 

Farmers and scientists 
began to produce a better 
crop. By breeding differ-
ent strains of wheat, yields 
have increased. Suscep-
tibilities to disease have 
decreased.   

Even the manner in 
which new varieties are 
created has improved. It 
used to take farmers and 
scientists more than a de-
cade to develop a new va-
riety and produce enough 
seed to plant. Now, with 
the use of double-haploid 
breeding, the process can 
be cut down to about six 
years. 

“Instead of having to 
plant and harvest, plant 
and harvest, plant and 
harvest, you’re able to 
get offspring to closely 
resemble the mother 
plant in about 11 months 
instead of four years,” said 
Marsha Boswell, director 
of communications for 
Kansas Wheat. 

“The huge benefit 
of the double-haploid is 
it takes time out of the 
wheat-breeding process. 
The typical process is 
maybe 10-12 years. With 
the double-haploid pro-
cess, they can get it done 
in about half the time. It 
gets those new genetics 
out to farmers that much 
more quickly.” 

Inside the Kansas 
Wheat Innovation Center 
in Manhattan is a business 

called Heartland Plant 
Innovations. They do 
the double-haploid work 
that essentially involves 
emasculating the wheat 
from a desired line to 
prevent cross-pollination. 
The plants are then tricked 
into believing they have 
been fertilized. The result-
ing embryo will contain 
genetic information only 
from its mother plant. 

“In order to that in the 
field, they have to back 
cross it with the mother 
plant for a number of 
years,” Boswell said. 
“With the double-haploid 
process, they’re able to do 
it in less than a year.” 

The double-haploid 
process produces just a 
small number of seeds. 
Those seeds are sent back 
to a wheat breeder who 
may or may not further 
the process of develop-
ing the line. Though HPI 
successfully crosses a line 
about 98 percent of the 
time, not all of those lines 
will be deemed desirable 
and make it into the fields. 
More desirable lines con-
tinue on to the increasing 

process: the small number 
of seeds are planted and 
harvested. The process 
is repeated several times 
with each seed creating 
more seeds with each 
harvest. Certified seed 
growers ensure the line 
stays pure.  

An ongoing process 
There is always room 

for improvement in sci-
ence. Around the state, 
farmers and scientists con-
tinue to work on improv-
ing the wheat crop. This 
year, Boor worked two 
experimental varieties in 
Barton County – one near 
Galatia in the northern 
half, and one on Radium 
Road in the southwestern 
corner. 

“It’s not quite as tech-
nical as what Dr. Erick 
De Wolf with the Kansas 
State Plant Pathology 
Department would do,” 
she said. “We watch how 
they grow. When we were 
really dry, I went out and 
took photos to show how 
each one was varying in 
the drought conditions we 
had, to see if they would 
die out or if we would be 
able to harvest it. 

“We went out and took 
photos of which ones 
were being affected by 
any kind of rust. I think 
both farmers sprayed their 
fields because they wanted 
the rest of their fields pro-
tected. After they sprayed 
the rust issue was no 
longer an issue we could 

look at. During harvest 
we will take each variety 
individually and weigh it 
out to determine which 
one produces the most.” 

Choosing a variety
Farmers are able to 

take advantage of the 
science. Each year, the 
“Wheat Varieties for Kan-
sas and the Great Plains” 
publication highlights the 
advantages and disad-
vantages of each variety 
available to farmers.  

“A farmer would see 
what he wants out of the 
wheat crop,” Boor ex-
plained. “Is he looking for 
a wheat crop that tillers a 
lot in the fall and spring so 
he can graze cattle on it? 
We’ve had stripe rust and 
leaf rust issues over the 
past several years. Does 
he want something with 
a high tolerance to that 
where he would not have 
to worry about spraying 
a fungicide as much as 
one with (a variety) that’s 
more susceptible?” 

The publication rates 
more than 40 varieties on 
11 common diseases and 
18 other factors, includ-
ing acid soil tolerance, 
protein content, maturity 
date, milling quality, test 
weight, and overall yield 
record.   

Everest remains one of 
the most popular varieties 
in Kansas. It is relatively 
resistant to many dis-
eases but is susceptible to 
stripe rust and moderately 
susceptible to wheat streak 
mosaic. 

“It remains one of 
the ‘go-to’ varieties for 
Eastern and Central Kan-
sas,” the publication says. 
“Everest will need to be 
sprayed for either stripe 
rust or tan spot if those 
diseases are a problem. In 
the absence of those dis-
eases, it has very few oth-
er weaknesses in Central 

Wheat farming in Kansas: a variety of ways to succeed 
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After Harvest Festival 
activities will kick-
off, or slingshot off, 
Thursday,  July 
17 at the Ellin-
wood pool

Two years ago 
it was the Olympics. 
Last year pirates invaded 
the pool. This year’s 
theme will involve the 
popular game Angry 

Birds. 
  The online 
game involves 
slinging 
various shaped 
birds at piggies. 

Pool events 
will involved a 

slingshot.
Angry Birds comes to 

the pool from 10 a.m. to 
noon on July 17. 

Angry Birds comes to pool
BY MIKE COURSON

Ellinwood Rotarians 
are usually able to sur-
prise their annual Dis-
tinguished Citizen of the 
Year at the Valentine’s 
Day banquet. Then there 
are the hard cases. Be-
cause of her busy sched-
ule – the same schedule 
that got Marilyn Sauber 
nominated to begin with 
– she had to be noti-
fied a couple days early. 
Sauber was still on hand 
on Feb. 13 at Lone Wolf 
Restaurant to accept her 
award.

“It was the only way 
to get me there because 
I had a clothing meeting 
that night and I was go-
ing to be there,” Sauber 
said.

There are few roles 
Sauber has not carried 
out since moving to 
Ellinwood as a child in 
1944. Her mother took 
a teaching job at the 
high school that year 
and Sauber found her 
new home. She eventu-
ally married Jim, and 
the couple raised seven 
children in Ellinwood. 
The Saubers also hosted 
two exchange students – 
one from Spain and one 
from Greece.

“It was very reward-
ing but it was also a 
good opportunity for our 
children to learn about 
other countries,” she 
said.

One of the biggest 
reasons the Saubers 
remained in Ellinwood 
was the small-town 
security and sense of 
community.

“My children, when 
they were little, could 
come and go as they 
pleased,” she said. 
“They could ride their 
bike uptown and ride 
their bike or walk to 
school. Also, you saw 
familiar faces every time 
you went somewhere 
and felt like you were 
part of it.”

Sauber spent most of 
her career as an RN at 
Ellinwood Hospital. She 
took some time off when 
her kids were young and 
said that was probably 
when the volunteering 
began. 

“My husband was the 
Cub Scout leader so we 
were involved in Cub 
Scouts,” she said. “We 
were involved in Girls 

Scouts with the kids’ 
activities. I guess we 
were always able to be 
involved and do things.”

Sauber was nomi-
nated for the award 
by Janice Birzer. That 
nomination letter paints 
a clear picture of just 
how active Sauber has 
been in her community: 
several decades as a 
member of the Ellin-
wood Hospital Auxil-
iary, including two terms 
as president; longtime 
member of the Twilight 
Stitchers Quilt Club, 
also serving as presi-
dent; active member at 
St. Joseph’s Catholic 
Church where she has 
served as Eucharistic 
Minister and Greeter, 
and is also a member of 
the church’s Altar Soci-
ety where she has also 
served as president.

Sauber is also a 
member of the Ellin-
wood Commission on 
Aging/Hertigage Club 
where she currently 
coordinates the Ellin-
wood Bus program. She 
helped raise $11,000 to-
ward the purchase of the 
organization’s first bus. 
She was also a key piece 
in starting the Friend-
ship Meal Program that 
still serves many Ellin-
wood citizens.

“Marilyn is kind and 
generous with both her 
time and talents,” Birzer 
said in her nomination 
letter. “Ellinwood is for-

tunate to have a citizen 
as devote and selfless as 
she is. I am proud to say 
that during my child-
hood, she was my neigh-
bor, room mother, Girl 
Scout Leader, and most 
importantly, friend.”

Sauber is apprecia-
tive of Birzer’s nomina-
tion and the Rotary’s 
decision to choose her, 
but humbly says she just 
likes to help out.

“I don’t do the 
things for recognition,” 
she said. “I feel like all 
the volunteering that I 
do, I benefit more than 
what I give because I’m 
happy that I’m able to 
do it.”

Sauber can now 
celebrate her recognition 
with children around the 
state: Mike and Diane 
Sauber in Great Bend; 

Greg and Julie Stephens, 

and Bob and Chris 
Sauber, all in Salina; 
Bill and Jackie Klapper 
in Kansas City; Ken and 
Elaine Margin in To-
peka; Andrew and Patty 
Sauber in Louisburg; 
and Keith and Janet Sau-
ber of Salina, who were 
present at Thursday’s 
banquet.

Marilyn is also the 
proud grandmother of 17 
grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren.

Sauber replaces Rich-
ard Kimple, who was 
recognized by Rotary at 
last year’s banquet. Each 
year, Rotary accepts 
nominations from the 
public for Distinguished 
Citizen candidates. A 
small panel then selects 
the winner to be an-
nounced at the annual 
banquet.

Ellinwood’s Marilyn Sauber (center) was named Rotary Distinguished Citizen of the 
Year at the Valentine’s Day Banquet at Lone Wolf Restaurant on February 13. Sauber 
is surrounded by Rotary President Tricia Ricker (left) and Linda Sobba.                                                 
                                                                                                         (photo by Mike Courson)                                                                                                                             

Sauber: Distinguished Citizen of the Year

“Welcome to the 
After Harvest Festival!”

Rejuvenation  
SHARON SCHARTZ, OWNER

504 E. SANTA FE
ELLINWOOD

620-564-2080 

Construction, Inc.
BRIAN SCHARTZ, OWNER
501 E. 1ST, ELLINWOOD

620-564-3030
Come celebrate Ellinwood 

with us at the 
After Harvest Festival!

Ernsting’s Radiator
180 A SE 100 Ave., Ellinwood

We Sell & Install North Star RO Systems
& Water Softeners

“Water Conditioning at its Best!”

Air Conditioning

Great Bend
1-800-937-3030
620-793-3529

Larned
620-285-3966

M & F

Call Now! 
Save money with

Service Agreements!

Ellinwood 
Packing Plant

Welcomes you to the Annual 
Ellinwood After Harvest Festival

701-A West Santa Fe, Ellinwood
620-564-3156

Welcome to the After Harvest 
Festival! Stop by the...

Historic Wolf Hotel - 1 N. Main
Friday: Hotel and Tunnel Tours, Wolf Stone Ice 
Cream, Dance and Bucket Beer Specials, Breakfast
Saturday: Hotel and Tunnel Tours, Wolf Stone Ice 
Cream, Comedy Show and Social Hour, Dance and 
Bucket Beer Specials, Breakfast

Welcome to the Annual
Ellinwood After Harvest Festival!

KIMPLE 
FLOORING & GIFTS

CUTTING EDGE 
MOTORS

CUTTING EDGE 
SALON

BATCHMAN 
CONSTRUCTION

Welcome to 
the Annual 

After Harvest 
Festival!

Ellinwood 
Family Foods 
   210 E. Santa Fe, Ellinwood

564-3011
   Mon. - Sat. 8am-8pm Sun. 9am - 7pm

Draney’s Antiques
10 am - 5 pm  Thurs - Sat 

620-639-5329

“Stop by for
After Harvest Store Specials”

Gifts of the Garden
Full Service Floral Shop

111 N. Main
Ellinwood, KS 67526

Featuring Donna Sharp fabric  
handbags in a variety of patterns 

and sizes

Welcome to the After  
Harvest Festival!

(620) 564-3480
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Joiner
continued from page 1

Ghoulish Gala to benefit Kans for 
Kids & Camp Hope

Surprise
continued from page 1

Book
Bingo

Many were on hand for Book Bingo at the Ellinwood Community Library. 
Clockwise from top left: Tate and Kaden Schartz, Mahra Johnston, and Holly 
Bowyer with daughter Ashlynn.                                                 (courtesy photos)                                                                                                                             

We appreciated everyone 
coming out and join-
ing the Homecoming 
celebration.”

At halftime of that 
game, JCI announced its 
plans for the scholarship 
giveaway this spring. 

“We know that the 
traditional four-year, 
liberal arts education 
is not for every student 
graduating high school,” 
Derek said. “There 
are many scholarship 
opportunities for the 
traditional path. We 
wanted to show support 

to a student who real-
ized his other gifts were 
in the trades and wanted 
to pursue a successful 
career in the industrial 
arts field.”

Derek said response 
to both projects has been 
very positive, and the 
company is proud to call 
Ellinwood home. 

“Justin has been very 
generous in spirit with 
this community engage-
ment project,” he said. 
“He went from t-shirts 
to hoodies. He was so 
excited about the schol-

arship idea, he went 
from $500 initially to a 
$1,000 scholarship.

“We are just thank-
ful to have the opportu-
nity to do projects like 
the give-a-way and the 
scholarship. The com-
munity’s support has 
been important to JCI’s 
success. Our parents and 
this community did an 
outstanding job raising 
Justin and I, and this has 
just been an awesome 
platform to recycle that 
support to our youth and 
community”

  

Now, all these years later, the 
dairy goat herd has been dispersed, 
due to arthritis in Sandi’s hands, 
which makes it a challenge to milk. 
Craig would likely never have asked 
her to part with her goats, so he 
was taken aback when she advised 
him that it was time to let go. Un-
beknownst to Craig, Sandi had long 
believed that God  wanted Craig to 
use his music and love for the Lord 
in a music ministry. She figured it as 
God’s job to “call” him to it, not hers. 
With that in mind, she just commit-
ted it to prayer. Sandi, on the other 
hand, had no idea Craig was hearing 
that call, but tried to ignore it. “We 
have a whole barnyard to care for. 
How would we go on the road?” was 
Craig’s point of view.  

It was only after the goats were 
sold that Craig admitted he needed to 
honor the call that had already been 
in Sandi’s heart. With that, Sandi 
sat down at the computer, created a 

brochure, and started connecting with 
people that knew people. Hence, a 
ministry was born. 

The tour’s title, “Simple Prais-
ing HIS Name” immediately came 
to mind as the two discussed the 
nuts and bolts of the venture. He has 
spent many years as a solo musi-
cian in the secular world, singing at 
coffee houses, private parties, wed-
dings, funerals, and working as a high 
school vocal music teacher. Putting 
his music in a church concert format 
would be an experience.  

The tour name comes from a cou-
ple of different elements. First of all, 
Craig uses only his guitar and voice. 
There are no back-up tracks and no 
synthesized music. Secondly, he wants 
everyone to know that it is not about 
him, it is about praising the  Lord.  

Come enjoy the music of Craig 
Plotner at Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
on Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
The public is invited.  

Plotner
continued from page 1

“I got it a couple of Christmases ago,” 
Dombroski said. “It’s been sitting in 
storage since the late 70s, early 80s, and 
it was blue. After I was diagnosed with 
cancer, I decided I wanted to start restor-
ing it. Gary Hodges (in Lyons) did the 
body work and paint on it. 

“After we got it back from Gary on 
Memorial weekend, it sat in my dad’s 
shop while he worked on rebuilding the 
engine. Everyone was so busy so I just 
kept buying parts whenever I could. Then 
when I went to deliver parts a while back, 
my car was gone! It was then that my dad 
said he sold it with a huge smile, and then 
mentioned it went to Claflin. It ended up 
just a few blocks away. I’m so thankful!”

Heather’s father, Bill McCord, had 
not taken the car to Claflin. Instead, Steve 
Stegman (Central Kansas Custom Up-
holstery) got to work replacing the car’s 
interior and ragtop with a white convert-
ible top. From there, the Ford was taken 
to Hertel’s, where most of the work was 
completed.

“It was basically a shell when we got 
it,” Daryl Hertel said. “We had to do the 
differential, the whole front end, dropped 
the engine and transmission in, the rear, 
the top.”

According to Darin Hertel with 
Marmie Chrysler, all the parts stores in 
Great Bend contributed to the project, as 
did various car club members. Pro-Tint 
exhaust took the car for a day to install the 
exhaust system, and Marmie’s supplied 
the front tires and alignment work.

The project was supposed to be a se-
cret for another month, but with so many 
involved, and with Dombroski getting 
more and more anxious to do her own 
work on the vehicle, the reveal date was 
bumped to Saturday.

“It was supposed to be at the end of 
next month for her birthday,” said Daryl 
Hertel. “We couldn’t keep it a secret any 
longer. She kept asking, ‘Where’s my car? 
I want to work on my car.’ We had to get it 
done. Being our last Shine and Show, this 
was the perfect chance to give it to her at 
a car show.”

In all, the restore took about eight 
weeks with volunteers putting in evenings, 
weekends, and miscellaneous free time 
into the project. Even though it was not 
hands-on for Dombroski, her car kept her 
focused through her illness.

“Really, this car got me through this 
difficult time in my life as it kept me fo-
cused on my vision of this car,” she said. 
“This car and I have a new start on life! 
Obviously, my family and friends have 

been my biggest support and I wouldn’t 
have gotten through all of this without 
them.”

Soon, Dombroski will be able to enjoy 
her new car cancer free. She just finished 
up chemotherapy in July, and finished 
radiation two weeks ago. After a surgery 
at the end of October, she should be done 
with the disease for good.

Saturday’s Shine and Show car show 
was sponsored by Mid-America Mopar 
Club, Vintage Wheels, and the SRCA 
Club. 

Project X workers were Stegman, 
Daryl Hertel, Gary Hertel, Darin Hertel, 
George Koptik III, Dustin Naab, Brent 
Haberman, Bill McCord, Mike Wheeler, 
Pro-Tine, and Marmie Chrysler. 

Sponsors for the project were: Mid-
America Mopar Club, Sunflower Rod 
and Custom Club, Cornerstone Automo-
tive, SRCA Dragstrip, Vintage Wheels, 
Pit Pro, George Koptik III, Hank and 
Brenda Denning, Mike Wheeler, Fred 
Beck, Gaylen Peterson, Brock McPher-
son, Jim Anschultz, Russ Kimber, Pit 
Stop Service Station, Hertel Automotive, 
Continental Battery, Bumper-to-Bumper, 
Rich’s Automotive, FH&B Auto Zone, 
Jackson Motor Sports, Denis Wondra, 
Marmies of Great Bend, Pro Tint, Gene 
Robertson, Duane Lanterman, Mark 
Ochs, Jim Krebaum, Vance Wise, and 
Don Erskine.

Dombroski gets a closer look at her 
rebuilt Mustang for the first time.
                       (photo by Mike Courson)                                                                                                                             

Barton County children living with 
childhood cancer and children who at-
tend Camp Hope will be the beneficiaries 
of the 3rd Annual dinner and auction on 
Nov. 2 at the Hoisington Knights of Co-
lumbus. The     theme for this years event 
is a Ghoulish Gala . The festivities begin 
at 5:30 with two silent auctions, followed 
by a dinner of steak and butterfly shrimp, 
with the live auction beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 

The auctions will feature many 
unique, beautiful, and interesting items: 
The Kans for Kids quilt featuring pic-
tures of many of the children that have 
been assisted by Kans for Kids,  KU 
and K-State quilts, art work, a Labrador 
puppy, 32” LED flat-screen TV, go-cart, 
1-week long bow hunt at Camp Aldrich, 
a 4-night, 3-day stay in  Breckenridge, 
both a witch centerpiece and a Santa with 
sleigh created by Rochelle VanScyoc, 
Topeka, a Case battery powered child’s 
tractor, Ruger handgun, rib-dinner for 40, 
and many more items too numerous to 
mention. 

Kans for Kids is currently providing 
assistance for 11-year-old Kadin White, 
Great Bend, diagnosed with leukemia 
(ALL) in Oct. of 2012. He is the son of 
Briana and Dustin White and has two 
years     remaining in his regimen of 
chemotherapy.

The organization recently took over 
the operation of Camp Hope, a week 
long camp held each summer at Camp 
Aldrich for children in remission or 
treatment from across the state of Kansas 
and western     Missouri. A portion of the 
Ghoulish Gala will also benefit Camp 

Hope. 
Tickets are available for a $25 sug-

gested donation at any 1st Kansas Bank 
location (Great Bend, Claflin, and Hois-
ington), Community Bank in Ellinwood, 
the Bank of Holyrood, or by calling 620-
653-2210. Only 250 tickets will be sold.

Just one  of the many items included in 
the upcoming Kans for Kids Ghoulish 
Gala is this Halloween centerpiece cre-
ated by Rochelle VanScyoc, Topeka. 
Jack-o-lanterns, spiders, potions and 
a crow surround this sweet-faced with 
as she rides her broom right past a 
golden harvest moon.                                               
                                (courtesy photo)                                                                                                                             
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At halftime of that 
game, JCI announced its 
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“We know that the 
traditional four-year, 
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is not for every student 
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Derek said. “There 
are many scholarship 
opportunities for the 
traditional path. We 
wanted to show support 

to a student who real-
ized his other gifts were 
in the trades and wanted 
to pursue a successful 
career in the industrial 
arts field.”

Derek said response 
to both projects has been 
very positive, and the 
company is proud to call 
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“Justin has been very 
generous in spirit with 
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“He went from t-shirts 
to hoodies. He was so 
excited about the schol-
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ful to have the opportu-
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success. Our parents and 
this community did an 
outstanding job raising 
Justin and I, and this has 
just been an awesome 
platform to recycle that 
support to our youth and 
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Now, all these years later, the 
dairy goat herd has been dispersed, 
due to arthritis in Sandi’s hands, 
which makes it a challenge to milk. 
Craig would likely never have asked 
her to part with her goats, so he 
was taken aback when she advised 
him that it was time to let go. Un-
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believed that God  wanted Craig to 
use his music and love for the Lord 
in a music ministry. She figured it as 
God’s job to “call” him to it, not hers. 
With that in mind, she just commit-
ted it to prayer. Sandi, on the other 
hand, had no idea Craig was hearing 
that call, but tried to ignore it. “We 
have a whole barnyard to care for. 
How would we go on the road?” was 
Craig’s point of view.  

It was only after the goats were 
sold that Craig admitted he needed to 
honor the call that had already been 
in Sandi’s heart. With that, Sandi 
sat down at the computer, created a 

brochure, and started connecting with 
people that knew people. Hence, a 
ministry was born. 

The tour’s title, “Simple Prais-
ing HIS Name” immediately came 
to mind as the two discussed the 
nuts and bolts of the venture. He has 
spent many years as a solo musi-
cian in the secular world, singing at 
coffee houses, private parties, wed-
dings, funerals, and working as a high 
school vocal music teacher. Putting 
his music in a church concert format 
would be an experience.  

The tour name comes from a cou-
ple of different elements. First of all, 
Craig uses only his guitar and voice. 
There are no back-up tracks and no 
synthesized music. Secondly, he wants 
everyone to know that it is not about 
him, it is about praising the  Lord.  

Come enjoy the music of Craig 
Plotner at Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
on Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
The public is invited.  

Plotner
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“I got it a couple of Christmases ago,” 
Dombroski said. “It’s been sitting in 
storage since the late 70s, early 80s, and 
it was blue. After I was diagnosed with 
cancer, I decided I wanted to start restor-
ing it. Gary Hodges (in Lyons) did the 
body work and paint on it. 

“After we got it back from Gary on 
Memorial weekend, it sat in my dad’s 
shop while he worked on rebuilding the 
engine. Everyone was so busy so I just 
kept buying parts whenever I could. Then 
when I went to deliver parts a while back, 
my car was gone! It was then that my dad 
said he sold it with a huge smile, and then 
mentioned it went to Claflin. It ended up 
just a few blocks away. I’m so thankful!”

Heather’s father, Bill McCord, had 
not taken the car to Claflin. Instead, Steve 
Stegman (Central Kansas Custom Up-
holstery) got to work replacing the car’s 
interior and ragtop with a white convert-
ible top. From there, the Ford was taken 
to Hertel’s, where most of the work was 
completed.

“It was basically a shell when we got 
it,” Daryl Hertel said. “We had to do the 
differential, the whole front end, dropped 
the engine and transmission in, the rear, 
the top.”

According to Darin Hertel with 
Marmie Chrysler, all the parts stores in 
Great Bend contributed to the project, as 
did various car club members. Pro-Tint 
exhaust took the car for a day to install the 
exhaust system, and Marmie’s supplied 
the front tires and alignment work.

The project was supposed to be a se-
cret for another month, but with so many 
involved, and with Dombroski getting 
more and more anxious to do her own 
work on the vehicle, the reveal date was 
bumped to Saturday.

“It was supposed to be at the end of 
next month for her birthday,” said Daryl 
Hertel. “We couldn’t keep it a secret any 
longer. She kept asking, ‘Where’s my car? 
I want to work on my car.’ We had to get it 
done. Being our last Shine and Show, this 
was the perfect chance to give it to her at 
a car show.”

In all, the restore took about eight 
weeks with volunteers putting in evenings, 
weekends, and miscellaneous free time 
into the project. Even though it was not 
hands-on for Dombroski, her car kept her 
focused through her illness.

“Really, this car got me through this 
difficult time in my life as it kept me fo-
cused on my vision of this car,” she said. 
“This car and I have a new start on life! 
Obviously, my family and friends have 

been my biggest support and I wouldn’t 
have gotten through all of this without 
them.”

Soon, Dombroski will be able to enjoy 
her new car cancer free. She just finished 
up chemotherapy in July, and finished 
radiation two weeks ago. After a surgery 
at the end of October, she should be done 
with the disease for good.

Saturday’s Shine and Show car show 
was sponsored by Mid-America Mopar 
Club, Vintage Wheels, and the SRCA 
Club. 

Project X workers were Stegman, 
Daryl Hertel, Gary Hertel, Darin Hertel, 
George Koptik III, Dustin Naab, Brent 
Haberman, Bill McCord, Mike Wheeler, 
Pro-Tine, and Marmie Chrysler. 

Sponsors for the project were: Mid-
America Mopar Club, Sunflower Rod 
and Custom Club, Cornerstone Automo-
tive, SRCA Dragstrip, Vintage Wheels, 
Pit Pro, George Koptik III, Hank and 
Brenda Denning, Mike Wheeler, Fred 
Beck, Gaylen Peterson, Brock McPher-
son, Jim Anschultz, Russ Kimber, Pit 
Stop Service Station, Hertel Automotive, 
Continental Battery, Bumper-to-Bumper, 
Rich’s Automotive, FH&B Auto Zone, 
Jackson Motor Sports, Denis Wondra, 
Marmies of Great Bend, Pro Tint, Gene 
Robertson, Duane Lanterman, Mark 
Ochs, Jim Krebaum, Vance Wise, and 
Don Erskine.

Dombroski gets a closer look at her 
rebuilt Mustang for the first time.
                       (photo by Mike Courson)                                                                                                                             

Barton County children living with 
childhood cancer and children who at-
tend Camp Hope will be the beneficiaries 
of the 3rd Annual dinner and auction on 
Nov. 2 at the Hoisington Knights of Co-
lumbus. The     theme for this years event 
is a Ghoulish Gala . The festivities begin 
at 5:30 with two silent auctions, followed 
by a dinner of steak and butterfly shrimp, 
with the live auction beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 

The auctions will feature many 
unique, beautiful, and interesting items: 
The Kans for Kids quilt featuring pic-
tures of many of the children that have 
been assisted by Kans for Kids,  KU 
and K-State quilts, art work, a Labrador 
puppy, 32” LED flat-screen TV, go-cart, 
1-week long bow hunt at Camp Aldrich, 
a 4-night, 3-day stay in  Breckenridge, 
both a witch centerpiece and a Santa with 
sleigh created by Rochelle VanScyoc, 
Topeka, a Case battery powered child’s 
tractor, Ruger handgun, rib-dinner for 40, 
and many more items too numerous to 
mention. 

Kans for Kids is currently providing 
assistance for 11-year-old Kadin White, 
Great Bend, diagnosed with leukemia 
(ALL) in Oct. of 2012. He is the son of 
Briana and Dustin White and has two 
years     remaining in his regimen of 
chemotherapy.

The organization recently took over 
the operation of Camp Hope, a week 
long camp held each summer at Camp 
Aldrich for children in remission or 
treatment from across the state of Kansas 
and western     Missouri. A portion of the 
Ghoulish Gala will also benefit Camp 

Hope. 
Tickets are available for a $25 sug-

gested donation at any 1st Kansas Bank 
location (Great Bend, Claflin, and Hois-
ington), Community Bank in Ellinwood, 
the Bank of Holyrood, or by calling 620-
653-2210. Only 250 tickets will be sold.

Just one  of the many items included in 
the upcoming Kans for Kids Ghoulish 
Gala is this Halloween centerpiece cre-
ated by Rochelle VanScyoc, Topeka. 
Jack-o-lanterns, spiders, potions and 
a crow surround this sweet-faced with 
as she rides her broom right past a 
golden harvest moon.                                               
                                (courtesy photo)                                                                                                                             
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We appreciated everyone 
coming out and join-
ing the Homecoming 
celebration.”

At halftime of that 
game, JCI announced its 
plans for the scholarship 
giveaway this spring. 

“We know that the 
traditional four-year, 
liberal arts education 
is not for every student 
graduating high school,” 
Derek said. “There 
are many scholarship 
opportunities for the 
traditional path. We 
wanted to show support 

to a student who real-
ized his other gifts were 
in the trades and wanted 
to pursue a successful 
career in the industrial 
arts field.”

Derek said response 
to both projects has been 
very positive, and the 
company is proud to call 
Ellinwood home. 

“Justin has been very 
generous in spirit with 
this community engage-
ment project,” he said. 
“He went from t-shirts 
to hoodies. He was so 
excited about the schol-

arship idea, he went 
from $500 initially to a 
$1,000 scholarship.

“We are just thank-
ful to have the opportu-
nity to do projects like 
the give-a-way and the 
scholarship. The com-
munity’s support has 
been important to JCI’s 
success. Our parents and 
this community did an 
outstanding job raising 
Justin and I, and this has 
just been an awesome 
platform to recycle that 
support to our youth and 
community”

  

Now, all these years later, the 
dairy goat herd has been dispersed, 
due to arthritis in Sandi’s hands, 
which makes it a challenge to milk. 
Craig would likely never have asked 
her to part with her goats, so he 
was taken aback when she advised 
him that it was time to let go. Un-
beknownst to Craig, Sandi had long 
believed that God  wanted Craig to 
use his music and love for the Lord 
in a music ministry. She figured it as 
God’s job to “call” him to it, not hers. 
With that in mind, she just commit-
ted it to prayer. Sandi, on the other 
hand, had no idea Craig was hearing 
that call, but tried to ignore it. “We 
have a whole barnyard to care for. 
How would we go on the road?” was 
Craig’s point of view.  

It was only after the goats were 
sold that Craig admitted he needed to 
honor the call that had already been 
in Sandi’s heart. With that, Sandi 
sat down at the computer, created a 

brochure, and started connecting with 
people that knew people. Hence, a 
ministry was born. 

The tour’s title, “Simple Prais-
ing HIS Name” immediately came 
to mind as the two discussed the 
nuts and bolts of the venture. He has 
spent many years as a solo musi-
cian in the secular world, singing at 
coffee houses, private parties, wed-
dings, funerals, and working as a high 
school vocal music teacher. Putting 
his music in a church concert format 
would be an experience.  

The tour name comes from a cou-
ple of different elements. First of all, 
Craig uses only his guitar and voice. 
There are no back-up tracks and no 
synthesized music. Secondly, he wants 
everyone to know that it is not about 
him, it is about praising the  Lord.  

Come enjoy the music of Craig 
Plotner at Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
on Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
The public is invited.  
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focused through her illness.
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Obviously, my family and friends have 
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have gotten through all of this without 
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radiation two weeks ago. After a surgery 
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success. Our parents and 
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outstanding job raising 
Justin and I, and this has 
just been an awesome 
platform to recycle that 
support to our youth and 
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Now, all these years later, the 
dairy goat herd has been dispersed, 
due to arthritis in Sandi’s hands, 
which makes it a challenge to milk. 
Craig would likely never have asked 
her to part with her goats, so he 
was taken aback when she advised 
him that it was time to let go. Un-
beknownst to Craig, Sandi had long 
believed that God  wanted Craig to 
use his music and love for the Lord 
in a music ministry. She figured it as 
God’s job to “call” him to it, not hers. 
With that in mind, she just commit-
ted it to prayer. Sandi, on the other 
hand, had no idea Craig was hearing 
that call, but tried to ignore it. “We 
have a whole barnyard to care for. 
How would we go on the road?” was 
Craig’s point of view.  

It was only after the goats were 
sold that Craig admitted he needed to 
honor the call that had already been 
in Sandi’s heart. With that, Sandi 
sat down at the computer, created a 

brochure, and started connecting with 
people that knew people. Hence, a 
ministry was born. 

The tour’s title, “Simple Prais-
ing HIS Name” immediately came 
to mind as the two discussed the 
nuts and bolts of the venture. He has 
spent many years as a solo musi-
cian in the secular world, singing at 
coffee houses, private parties, wed-
dings, funerals, and working as a high 
school vocal music teacher. Putting 
his music in a church concert format 
would be an experience.  

The tour name comes from a cou-
ple of different elements. First of all, 
Craig uses only his guitar and voice. 
There are no back-up tracks and no 
synthesized music. Secondly, he wants 
everyone to know that it is not about 
him, it is about praising the  Lord.  
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At halftime of that 
game, JCI announced its 
plans for the scholarship 
giveaway this spring. 

“We know that the 
traditional four-year, 
liberal arts education 
is not for every student 
graduating high school,” 
Derek said. “There 
are many scholarship 
opportunities for the 
traditional path. We 
wanted to show support 

to a student who real-
ized his other gifts were 
in the trades and wanted 
to pursue a successful 
career in the industrial 
arts field.”

Derek said response 
to both projects has been 
very positive, and the 
company is proud to call 
Ellinwood home. 

“Justin has been very 
generous in spirit with 
this community engage-
ment project,” he said. 
“He went from t-shirts 
to hoodies. He was so 
excited about the schol-

arship idea, he went 
from $500 initially to a 
$1,000 scholarship.

“We are just thank-
ful to have the opportu-
nity to do projects like 
the give-a-way and the 
scholarship. The com-
munity’s support has 
been important to JCI’s 
success. Our parents and 
this community did an 
outstanding job raising 
Justin and I, and this has 
just been an awesome 
platform to recycle that 
support to our youth and 
community”

  

Now, all these years later, the 
dairy goat herd has been dispersed, 
due to arthritis in Sandi’s hands, 
which makes it a challenge to milk. 
Craig would likely never have asked 
her to part with her goats, so he 
was taken aback when she advised 
him that it was time to let go. Un-
beknownst to Craig, Sandi had long 
believed that God  wanted Craig to 
use his music and love for the Lord 
in a music ministry. She figured it as 
God’s job to “call” him to it, not hers. 
With that in mind, she just commit-
ted it to prayer. Sandi, on the other 
hand, had no idea Craig was hearing 
that call, but tried to ignore it. “We 
have a whole barnyard to care for. 
How would we go on the road?” was 
Craig’s point of view.  

It was only after the goats were 
sold that Craig admitted he needed to 
honor the call that had already been 
in Sandi’s heart. With that, Sandi 
sat down at the computer, created a 

brochure, and started connecting with 
people that knew people. Hence, a 
ministry was born. 

The tour’s title, “Simple Prais-
ing HIS Name” immediately came 
to mind as the two discussed the 
nuts and bolts of the venture. He has 
spent many years as a solo musi-
cian in the secular world, singing at 
coffee houses, private parties, wed-
dings, funerals, and working as a high 
school vocal music teacher. Putting 
his music in a church concert format 
would be an experience.  

The tour name comes from a cou-
ple of different elements. First of all, 
Craig uses only his guitar and voice. 
There are no back-up tracks and no 
synthesized music. Secondly, he wants 
everyone to know that it is not about 
him, it is about praising the  Lord.  

Come enjoy the music of Craig 
Plotner at Sts. Peter and Paul Church 
on Sunday, October 20 at 2:00 p.m. 
The public is invited.  

Plotner
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“I got it a couple of Christmases ago,” 
Dombroski said. “It’s been sitting in 
storage since the late 70s, early 80s, and 
it was blue. After I was diagnosed with 
cancer, I decided I wanted to start restor-
ing it. Gary Hodges (in Lyons) did the 
body work and paint on it. 

“After we got it back from Gary on 
Memorial weekend, it sat in my dad’s 
shop while he worked on rebuilding the 
engine. Everyone was so busy so I just 
kept buying parts whenever I could. Then 
when I went to deliver parts a while back, 
my car was gone! It was then that my dad 
said he sold it with a huge smile, and then 
mentioned it went to Claflin. It ended up 
just a few blocks away. I’m so thankful!”

Heather’s father, Bill McCord, had 
not taken the car to Claflin. Instead, Steve 
Stegman (Central Kansas Custom Up-
holstery) got to work replacing the car’s 
interior and ragtop with a white convert-
ible top. From there, the Ford was taken 
to Hertel’s, where most of the work was 
completed.

“It was basically a shell when we got 
it,” Daryl Hertel said. “We had to do the 
differential, the whole front end, dropped 
the engine and transmission in, the rear, 
the top.”

According to Darin Hertel with 
Marmie Chrysler, all the parts stores in 
Great Bend contributed to the project, as 
did various car club members. Pro-Tint 
exhaust took the car for a day to install the 
exhaust system, and Marmie’s supplied 
the front tires and alignment work.

The project was supposed to be a se-
cret for another month, but with so many 
involved, and with Dombroski getting 
more and more anxious to do her own 
work on the vehicle, the reveal date was 
bumped to Saturday.

“It was supposed to be at the end of 
next month for her birthday,” said Daryl 
Hertel. “We couldn’t keep it a secret any 
longer. She kept asking, ‘Where’s my car? 
I want to work on my car.’ We had to get it 
done. Being our last Shine and Show, this 
was the perfect chance to give it to her at 
a car show.”

In all, the restore took about eight 
weeks with volunteers putting in evenings, 
weekends, and miscellaneous free time 
into the project. Even though it was not 
hands-on for Dombroski, her car kept her 
focused through her illness.

“Really, this car got me through this 
difficult time in my life as it kept me fo-
cused on my vision of this car,” she said. 
“This car and I have a new start on life! 
Obviously, my family and friends have 

been my biggest support and I wouldn’t 
have gotten through all of this without 
them.”

Soon, Dombroski will be able to enjoy 
her new car cancer free. She just finished 
up chemotherapy in July, and finished 
radiation two weeks ago. After a surgery 
at the end of October, she should be done 
with the disease for good.

Saturday’s Shine and Show car show 
was sponsored by Mid-America Mopar 
Club, Vintage Wheels, and the SRCA 
Club. 

Project X workers were Stegman, 
Daryl Hertel, Gary Hertel, Darin Hertel, 
George Koptik III, Dustin Naab, Brent 
Haberman, Bill McCord, Mike Wheeler, 
Pro-Tine, and Marmie Chrysler. 

Sponsors for the project were: Mid-
America Mopar Club, Sunflower Rod 
and Custom Club, Cornerstone Automo-
tive, SRCA Dragstrip, Vintage Wheels, 
Pit Pro, George Koptik III, Hank and 
Brenda Denning, Mike Wheeler, Fred 
Beck, Gaylen Peterson, Brock McPher-
son, Jim Anschultz, Russ Kimber, Pit 
Stop Service Station, Hertel Automotive, 
Continental Battery, Bumper-to-Bumper, 
Rich’s Automotive, FH&B Auto Zone, 
Jackson Motor Sports, Denis Wondra, 
Marmies of Great Bend, Pro Tint, Gene 
Robertson, Duane Lanterman, Mark 
Ochs, Jim Krebaum, Vance Wise, and 
Don Erskine.

Dombroski gets a closer look at her 
rebuilt Mustang for the first time.
                       (photo by Mike Courson)                                                                                                                             

Barton County children living with 
childhood cancer and children who at-
tend Camp Hope will be the beneficiaries 
of the 3rd Annual dinner and auction on 
Nov. 2 at the Hoisington Knights of Co-
lumbus. The     theme for this years event 
is a Ghoulish Gala . The festivities begin 
at 5:30 with two silent auctions, followed 
by a dinner of steak and butterfly shrimp, 
with the live auction beginning at 7:30 
p.m. 

The auctions will feature many 
unique, beautiful, and interesting items: 
The Kans for Kids quilt featuring pic-
tures of many of the children that have 
been assisted by Kans for Kids,  KU 
and K-State quilts, art work, a Labrador 
puppy, 32” LED flat-screen TV, go-cart, 
1-week long bow hunt at Camp Aldrich, 
a 4-night, 3-day stay in  Breckenridge, 
both a witch centerpiece and a Santa with 
sleigh created by Rochelle VanScyoc, 
Topeka, a Case battery powered child’s 
tractor, Ruger handgun, rib-dinner for 40, 
and many more items too numerous to 
mention. 

Kans for Kids is currently providing 
assistance for 11-year-old Kadin White, 
Great Bend, diagnosed with leukemia 
(ALL) in Oct. of 2012. He is the son of 
Briana and Dustin White and has two 
years     remaining in his regimen of 
chemotherapy.

The organization recently took over 
the operation of Camp Hope, a week 
long camp held each summer at Camp 
Aldrich for children in remission or 
treatment from across the state of Kansas 
and western     Missouri. A portion of the 
Ghoulish Gala will also benefit Camp 

Hope. 
Tickets are available for a $25 sug-

gested donation at any 1st Kansas Bank 
location (Great Bend, Claflin, and Hois-
ington), Community Bank in Ellinwood, 
the Bank of Holyrood, or by calling 620-
653-2210. Only 250 tickets will be sold.

Just one  of the many items included in 
the upcoming Kans for Kids Ghoulish 
Gala is this Halloween centerpiece cre-
ated by Rochelle VanScyoc, Topeka. 
Jack-o-lanterns, spiders, potions and 
a crow surround this sweet-faced with 
as she rides her broom right past a 
golden harvest moon.                                               
                                (courtesy photo)                                                                                                                             
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Checking & Savings Accounts
Individual Retirement Accounts 
Gift Cards & Travel Money Cards
FREE Online Banking & Bill-Pay
Loans (Ag, Real Estate, Oil and
Gas, Commercial & Consumer)
Convenient Drive-up ATM
Certificate of Deposits 
Safe Deposit BoxesWelcome to Ellinwood and the 41st  

Annual After Harvest Festival!

See you at the Annual 
After Harvest 

Festival

JOHN JACO 
REALTY

820  Main, Great Bend, KS
Frank Koelsch - 620-792-2541

www.johnjacorealty. com

American Legion

“Meet your friends and family at the  
American Legion during After Harvest  

Festival weekend!”

117 E. Santa Fe

Thursday events: Dance to Freelance 9 - 1, $5 cover charge

Friday events: Breakfast - Biscuits & Gravy and Breakfast 
Burritos (11 p.m.- close)

Saturday events: Lunch - Sue’s BBQ (11 a.m.), Breakfast - 
Biscuits & Gravy and Breakfast Burritos (Midnight - 2 a.m.)

Welcome to the After  
Harvest Festival!

Your 
After 

Harvest 
Festival 

Headquarters!

Sue’s B-B-Q
will be serving immediately after the 

parade Saturday, July 18th
at the American Legion

Stop by and see us 
after the parade!

117 East Santa Fe, 
ELLINWOOD

~ SERVING ~
Pork Chops

Chicken Quarters
Ribs

BBQ Beef Sandwiches
Pulled Pork Sandwiches

Potato Salad
Baked Beans

July 16th

Community BBQ 
& Sara Morgan
Thursday, July 14
Ellinwood City Park

Community 
Pancake 

Breakfast
Friday, July 15

Wolf Park, 7-10am

Concert 
and Dance - 
HOMEBREW!

Saturday, July 16
Ellinwood City Park

Pick up a schedule at local businesses
or go to www.ellinwoodchamber.com

43rd Annual 
After Harvest Festival

July 
14-16

Enjoy concerts, family events, 
dances, parade, carnival, and more!

see Varieties
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