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Sara Morgan: Singing today’s country 
with old-fashioned sound

By Karen La Pierre
Combining old-fashioned country-

western sounds with a modern writing 
style, up and coming singer songwriter 
Sara Morgan will perform at 7 p.m. 
July 14 at the Ellinwood After Harvest 
Festival.

Growing up in the small town of 
McGehee, Ark., a town two hours from 
Little Rock, Morgan was one of eight 
children. Those roots remain important 
to her and are reflected in the lyrics of 
the songs she writes.

“We grew up in a farming community, 
running around in the fields,” she said. 
“I was raised on it. I was raised with 
country music.”

She loves the music of the pillars of the 
country western community like Dolly 
Parton and Loretta Lynn, and movies 
like “Coal Miner’s Daughter” and “Steel 
Magnolias.” These legends stand the test 
of time.

“I like (them), just classy people that I 
look up to,” she said.

Morgan says she kind of an old-fash-
ioned person for a millennial and enjoys 
participating in the country western 
music industry that allows her to main-
tain values.

Those values are reflected in the dona-
tion to a farming scholarship she makes 
back to every community she performs. 
Ten percent of the net proceeds from the 
sale of the “Drive a Tractor” merchan-
dise will be donated. The merchandise is 
items such as caps and key fobs. 

Morgan moved to Kansas City when 
she was 10 and currently lives there 
although her heart remains in the cotton 
farms and gently rolling hills of Arkansas. 
She went to college in Arkansas as well.

“I love. It’s beautiful,” she said. 
However, two years ago, she made the 
permanent move to Kansas City where 
there is a music scene.

You can’t take the country out of the 
girl, and when she walks on stage, when 
the nerves hit, her southern Arkansas 
drawl “gets 10 times worse,” Morgan 
says.

“They say when you get on stage, it 
should be you times two,” Morgan said 
laughing. “I’m like nervous me times 
two.”

 “You have to just get out there and 
do it,” she said. “And hope the crowd’s 
nice.”

Morgan’s parents inspired her love of 
music. Her daddy is a gifted singer, her 
mom can play anything on the piano, 

and her grandmother plays the organ.
“They gave it all to me,” she sings 

in her charming song, “Never Been to 
Nashville.”

Growing up, there was always music 
of all different kinds in the home. She 
started singing when she was young. She 
played in band all of the way through 
high school and college.

So far, her “Drive a Tractor,” has been 
her most popular along with “Never Been 
to Nashville.” Although Morgan has never 
been trained in song writing, the song was 
written in just a few minutes. In college, 
she studied Bible and Theology.

Morgan plays saxophone, guitar, 
piano, and can play anything with strings 
or keys she can play.

Her ideas for her songs come from 
everyday life.

“Sometimes its things people say,” Mor-
gan said. “Sometimes it’s a situation.

“It’s always different.”
Morgan’s big break came from a 

connection from a church she went to 
in Kansas City. The worship pastor had 
played in a rock and roll band, and Mor-
gan played a song for him one night.

“’He said, hey we should record that,’” 
Morgan said. “We recorded 13 songs.”

It all stems back to that, she said, with 
one thing leading to another. Morgan has 
stayed busy singing concerts and writing 
since August 2015.

“It’s a whole lot of little things that 
lead up to big things,” she said. “It’s not 
like you have one moment.”

Morgan definitely doesn’t take herself 
too seriously.

“I just write silly songs and play 
them,” she said, laughing. “I’m amazed 
I’ve ended up where I’ve ended up.”

She said if her songs make people 
happy, that’s cool.

“It’s not anything more or less than 
that.”
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Another year older, Ellinwood.  
Happy 140th Birthday!

Welcome to the 
39th Annual After Harvest Festival!

BY MIKE COURSON
Somebody call a doctor. 

Or two. For the first time 
in eight years, there will 
be co-Grand Marshals at 
this year’s After Harvest 
Festival Parade. Doc-
tors Charlie Joslin and 
Christopher Brown have 
earned the honor for their 
service to the community 
via their work at Ellin-
wood District Hospital 
and Clinic. 

“They are just excep-
tional people as well 
as good doctors,” said 
Richard Kimple, chair-
man of the hospital board. 
“I think this was one of 
the things we felt as a 
community we could do 
to say thank you for the 
wonderful service they’ve 
provided our community 
and let them know they’re 
appreciated here.”

There have been other 
co-Marshals in recent 
years, but not since 2006 
when the title went to 
Bernice Petz, Eloise Win-
kleman, and Joan Drees 
has the honor gone to a 
non-married duo.

“It is a great honor to be 
chosen as Grand Marshal 
because of the unique 
place the After Harvest 
Festival has in the heart 
of the community,” Joslin 
said. “The first summer I 
was here I took note that 
folks seemed to be as ex-
cited for after harvest as 
they would be for Christ-
mas. It is a lot of fun, 
meant to be a lot of fun 
and a moment to enjoy 
life after a hard season of 
work.”

The road to Ellinwood 
is a long one for both doc-
tors. Brown spent most 
of his life in Kansas City 
but began to broaden his 
view of the rest of state 
while attending Kansas 
State University. In those 
days, Brown became 
acquainted with Olathe 
family physician Dr. 
Doug Brooks and thought 
his path would eventually 
lead him to join Brooks in 
practice. 

“He epitomized what I 
still hold to be very im-
portant qualities of a fam-
ily doctor,” Brown said. “ 
One, be very knowledge-
able in your field; two, 
treat your patients with 
the utmost respect as fel-
low human beings, and 
three, endeavor to make 
sure a person leaves your 
office feeling better than 
when they came in.”

In his time at KU Med 
in Kansas City, Brown 
began to realize how 
much he missed the 
western part of Kansas 
and the people who made 
up those communities. He 
entered residency at Fam-
ily Medicine at Smoky 

Hill in Salina as part of a 
program geared to bring 
primary care physicians 
to rural Kansas. 

After getting his license 
a year later, Brown had 
the opportunity to “moon-
light” in various com-
munities over the next 
two years. He spent time 
in Smith Center, Onaga, 
Ness City, and St. Mary’s.

“After graduation from 
residency, I continued to 
work weekends here and 
there, and that is how I 
was introduced to Ellin-
wood,” said Brown.

Joslin has also worked 
in various hospitals 
around the state. He 
spent 13 years in Wichita, 
then spent six years as a 
primary care physician in 
Russell. He has also spent 
time in a private practice 
as a partner of Hillside 
Medical Office after com-
pleting residency at the 
Wesley Family Practice 
program.

“When I was consider-
ing other practice loca-
tions, a dear friend of 
ours happened to know of 
EDH searching for a pro-
vider, and hence we were 
introduced,” Joslin said. 

Brown was the lone 
provider of primary 
care in Ellinwood until 
he helped recruit Joslin 
several years ago. The 
teamwork is another rea-
son the pair was selected 
as co-Marshals.

“Most of my life, if 
you wanted a doctor in 
Ellinwood you had one 
doctor to choose from,” 
Kimple said. “Now you 
can call the clinic and 
make an appointment and 
you can choose between 
three. The quality, the 
choice, and these are all 
good, experienced people 
who understand their role 
in this community and 
the limitations of a criti-
cal access hospital. They 
understand how to serve 
the community. They just 
cover so well for each 
other.”

“Dr. Joslin was a most 
welcome addition to 
Ellinwood several years 
ago,” said Brown. “His 
high commitment and 
dedication to patient care 
makes him not only an 
excellent fit to Ellinwood, 
but brings our level of 
care to new heights.  He 

works tirelessly for his 
patients, and has wonder-
ful relationships with 
them and the clinic and 
hospital staff. He is now 
a fixture to the Ellinwood 
health care system, and I 
hope he practices the rest 
of his career here. It is an 
honor to be selected along 
with him as Co-Grand 
Marshal.” 

“Dr. Brown and I have 
both, I think, enjoyed our 
association,” Joslin said. 
“I respect him greatly and 
am proud to work with 
him. Likewise, I am very 
fond of our entire EDH 
staff and the work that 
they do.”

Dr. Joslin moved to El-
linwood in 2009, but Dr. 
Brown continues to live 
abroad, calling Ellinwood 
his home practice. Part 
of that is the staff with 
which the doctors work.

“While I enjoyed parts 
of the very small com-
munities where I have 
worked, it was immedi-
ately apparent to me that 
Ellinwood was truly spe-
cial, and it starts and ends 
with the people of Ellin-
wood,” said Brown. “My 
first experiences were 
with the people through 
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Grand Marshal, M.D.: Drs. Joslin and Brown earn the honor
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Welcome to Ellinwood for the 
After Harvest Festival!

Lone Wolf Restaurant 
111 E. 1st Street Ellinwood
Restaurant Hours 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

We'll have Full Concessions in the parking lot
east of our building from 11 a.m. until 4 p.m.
OPEN BAR AVAILABLE

Lots of Good Food with access to our 
Air Conditioned Building and Cold Beverages  July 18 and 19

Join us 
for Breakfast 

Sunday!

AFTER HARVEST FESTIVAL SPECIAL
WHOLE HOG OR 

BBQ CHICKEN MEAL
(served with sides and tea or water)

Sue's B-B-Q
will be serving immediately after the 

parade until 2 p.m. Saturday, July 19th
at the American Legion

Stop by and see us 
after the parade!

117 East Santa Fe, 
ELLINWOOD

the hospital--the nurses 
(like Jane Fertig, Rachelle 
Stratmann, Stephanie 
Ahrens), the staff (like 
Goldie Elsen, and count-
less others), providers 
like Debra Brockel and 
JoAnne Berry.  

“They were truly excel-
lent representatives of 
not just the hospital, but 
Ellinwood as a commu-
nity. The people I had the 
privilege to take care of 
during those early years 
were kind and courteous, 
and a joy to serve.  I felt 
welcome from the first 
day, and knew Ellinwood 
epitomized to me what 
I was longing for during 
those years in medical 
school.”

Outside of practice, 
both doctors are family 
men. Joslin is married to 
Denise, who also works 
at the clinic. The two met 
at Wichita State while he 
was a resident and she 
was a nursing student. 
Their son, Peter, is 13 
years old and attends St. 
Joseph School. He is a 
distance runner in track 
and also runs cross coun-
try. “We are delighted 
with the opportunity for 
Peter to grow up in a 

community such as this,” 
Joslin said.

Brown lives in Salina 
with wife, Chrissy, son, 
Ethan, and daughter, Lily. 
Salina remains a central 
location for Brown’s trav-
el, but also allows Ethan, 
12, access to necessary 
health care.

“(Ethan) has rather 
intense physical therapy 
and medical needs that 
necessitates close proxim-
ity to specialized health 
care services on a weekly 
basis,” Brown said. “He 
has a world class physical 
therapist in Salina who 
has worked hard to keep 
his body developing prop-
erly since infancy.”

Ethan enjoys a wide 
range of interests but idol-
izes athletes. He enjoys 
watching professional ro-
deo, basketball, football, 
baseball, and currently, 
World Cup soccer. Ethan 
was recently paired with 
Melody, a yellow Labra-
dor service dog. Lily, 9, 
is the family’s reader and 
artist. She is taking art 
classes this summer and 
already enjoys working 
with various media. 

The Brown family en-
joys playing board games 

and watching movies 
together, and even an 
occasional cruise in the 
convertible Mustang. 

Brown’s role in El-
linwood is not only as 
physician, but also to train 
future physicians for the 
community. 

“I also split my clinical 
time with the Univer-
sity of Kansas School of 
Medicine, which three 
years ago opened a branch 
campus in Salina. Similar 
to Smoky Hill Family 
Practice residency, it is a 
commitment by KU and 
the State of Kansas to train 
more physicians to serve 
rural Kansas. No other 
school other than KU has 
this mission, and KU-
Salina is now the smallest 
four-year medical school 
in the United States. While 
teaching at KU limits 
some of my clinical time 
in Ellinwood, I am pleased 
to fulfill the mission that I 
may be assisting in train-
ing future doctors that 
might one day practice in 
Ellinwood.”

Both doctors will take 
the morning off for the 
After Harvest Festival 
parade on Saturday, July 
19.

DR. CHARLIE JOSLIN DR. CHRISTOPHER BROWN

Welcome to the Annual
After Harvest Festival

402 S. Main • Ellinwood
620-564-2360 

Hope you have a great time!

Chuck Hamby
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Greg Manning
Cell: 620-786-4545
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National Billing, LLC

P. O. Box 517
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Welcome Friends & Family
to the After Harvest Festival

Another full slate scheduled for
2016 After Harvest Festival

By Mike Courson
It’s here! Thursday, July 

14 will kick off the 43rd 
Annual After Harvest Fes-
tival in Ellinwood. A full 
weekend of activities will 
wrap up in the wee hours of 
Sunday morning.

Fun begins Thursday 
morning at the city pool 
with the pool Olympics 
from 10 a.m. to noon. Free 
snow cones will also be 
offered during the pool 
Olympics. 

After an afternoon off, 
activities resume with the 
community barbecue from 
5-7 p.m. in the city park. 
The Ellinwood High School 
Eagle Spirit Squad and Fu-
ture Eagle cheer squads will 
perform. The homemade 
ice cream social will also 
run from 5-7 p.m.

The music begins at 6:30 
p.m. Thursday with country 
artist Sara Morgan playing 
in the park until 8 p.m. The 
outdoor beer garden will 
run from 5 p.m. to midnight 
in the park.

There are plenty of late-
night activities Thursday. 
Opening night is wristband 
night at the carnival from 
7-11 p.m. The Underground 
Saloon at the Wolf Hotel 
will be open from 8 p.m. to 
2 a.m., and Space Madness 
will highlight a dance at the 
American Legion from 9 
p.m. to 1 a.m.

AHF activities begin 
early Friday morning 
with the pancake feed in 
Wolf Park from 7-10 a.m. 
Underground tunnel tours 
begin at 11 a.m., as does 
Wolfstone Ice Cream at the 
Wolf Hotel. 

The city park will be the 
site of another dance with 
Atomic Fireflies and Rice 
County Line performing 
from 5 p.m. to midnight. 
The beer garden will also 
be open during those hours. 
Friday is again wristband 
night at the carnival from 
7-11 p.m.

The Wolf Hotel will host 

a comedy show from 8-10 
p.m., and the Underground 
Saloon will be open from 
8 p.m. to 2 a.m. Breakfast 
will be served in the saloon 
from midnight until 2 a.m.

Saturday’s festivities 
open with the Family Fun 
Walk and 5K run at 7 a.m.  
The 39th Annual Fishing 
Derby kicks off at 7:30 a.m. 
at Wolf Pond and lasts until 
9:30 a.m.

A 3-on-3 basketball 
tournament returns to the 
After Harvest Festival with 
first tip at 9 a.m. at the 
city park. Line-up for the 
Rotary AHF Parade also 
begins at 9 a.m. The Kids’ 
Parade begins at 9:30 with 
the big parade to follow at 
10 a.m.

The Family Fun Fair will 
run from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at Wolf Park, and the horse-
shoe tournament begins at 
11 a.m. near Wolf Pond. 

Food and drinks will be 
available around town Sat-
urday afternoon. The Amer-
ican Legion will be open, 
and Kansas Sidewinders 
MC will host an indoor 
beer garden from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m. at 21 N. Main. Lone 
Wolf Restaurant will have 
its whole hog buffet from 
11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 106 N. 
Main. Wolfstone Ice Cream 

will again be available at 
the Wolf Hotel from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Kids can participate in the 
tractor pull starting at noon. 
The watermelon-eating 
contest is also scheduled 
for noon. Both events take 
place at Wolf Park.

Afternoon activities 
come to a close with the 
golf tournament starting at 
1 p.m., and the Ellinwood 
Fire Department Duck 
Run starting at 2:30 p.m. 
Ellinwood Tunnel Tours 
will be available throughout 
the day.

Evening activities begin 
with the ‘Go NUTS’ all 
you can eat buffet at Annie 
Mae’s from 5-8 p.m. at 518 
E. Santa Fe. 

The outdoor beer garden 
begins at 5 p.m. and runs to 
midnight. Wristbands will 
again be available at the 
carnival from 7-11 p.m. 

Saturday’s activities come 
to a head with a perfor-
mance by Homebrew from 
8 p.m. to midnight in the 
city park. 

The Wolf Hotel will be 
open from 8 p.m. with a 
comedy show, the Un-
derground Saloon, and 
breakfast, which begins at 
midnight and lasts until 2 
a.m.

Ellinwood’s Clayton Davis made it all the way to nationals 
after winning the tractor pull at the 2015 AHF.                                               
                                                                 (photo by Mike Courson)                                                                                                                             
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