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Several returning starters look to lead Little River back to playoffs

By MikE COURSON

Even in a rebuilding
year in a loaded district,
the Redskin football
team managed a winning
record in 2015. With a
much more experienced
team back for the 2016
campaign, seventh-year
coach Paul Dold will be
looking for a return to
the 8-man, Div. I play-
offs.

“(We) will have quite
a bit of returning experi-
ence as we had to play
a number of underclass-
men last season,” Dold
said. “With luck, we will
hopefully build on that
experience for a winning
season. Some new teams
and tough district teams
make for a difficult 2016
schedule.”

Little River used a
large and talented senior
class to win a playoff
game in 2014. With many
new faces at the varsity
level, the Redskins posted
a 5-4 record last season.
Three of the four losses
game against district op-
ponents Central Plains,
Solomon, and Ellinwood.
The fourth loss was a sea-

Two letter winners back for Lady Redskin volleyball feam

By MikeE COURSON

Little River once again
has good numbers out for
volleyball. Coach Karen
Hull is once again dealing
with inexperience. With
just two returning letter
winners on the squad, 2016
could be another rebuilding
year.

“With only two return-
ing letter winners, we will
depend on them to provide
leadership to a young and
inexperienced team at the
varsity level,” Hull said.

Senior Allie Peters
returns as a setter and
middle blocker. Junior
Melanie Renken returns as
an outside hitter and middle
blocker. Both returners
earned an all-league honor-

son-opening loss to Rural
Vista, another team that
made the Div. I playoffs.
Little River has been
a run-first team, posting
1,512 rushing yards last
year compared to just
670 yards in the air. Dold
will have virtually all of
his running game back.
Junior Levi Swenson led
the team with 501 yards
and 10 touchdowns on
68 carries. Right be-
hind him, junior Peyton
Harvey rushed for 435
yards and five scores on
81 attempts. Senior Josh
Dold had limited carries
last season, running the
ball just 37 times for 187
yards and four scores.
Clay Zeller made a
splash at quarterback
last year as a junior. The
senior returns after com-
pleting 41 of 88 passes
for 659 yards with nine
touchdowns and just two
interceptions. Zeller also
rushed for 309 yards and
six scores on 116 carries.
Zeller will be minus
his favorite target in
Damien Martinez, who
led the team with 220
yards on 11 receptions

despite playing in just five
games. Swenson returns
as the leading receiver
with 163 yards and two
touchdowns on 12 catch-
es. Senior Jeb Sauer re-
turns with 139 yards and a
touchdown on 11 recep-
tions. Harvey was the
big-play receiver, catching
just four passes but finish-
ing with 98 yards and two
scores. Dold caught two
passes for 42 yards and a
touchdown.

Senior Dusty Page is
the fifth-returning senior
for Little River. He played
on both sides of the line
last season.

Defensively, Dold
returns several of his top
producers from last year.
Zeller paced the defense
with 56 tackles, closely
followed by Harvey with
48 tackles, and Swenson
with 42 tackles. Zeller
and Harvey each had
three interceptions to
account for six of the
team’s eight picks. Sauer
also had an interception.

On special teams,
Dold returns as the
kicker, and Swenson,
Harvey, and Zeller were

2016 L|ttle Rlver Redsklns Back row from left: Dusty Page Clay Zeller, Jonah
Nelson, Jake Wright, Kody Hawkinson, Bryce Sears, Jordan Moffett, Josh Dold,
Bronson Rains, and Brady Stephenson. Front row: Dillinger Page, Justin Porter,
Tyler Dingman, Zane Kratzer, Peyton Harvey, Braden Sears, and Ethan Schafer.
Not Pictured: Hunter Thomas and Andrew Lehman. (photo by Mike Courson)

last season. Ellinwood
finished third in District 5
last year and Centre made
school that posted a 5-4 the playoffs out of a mild
record in 11-man football  district in Div. II.

Little River foothall 2016

River’s schedule.
Little River will
also play Bennington, a

each reliable return men
in 2015.

Little River will see a
slightly different district
schedule this fall. Back
in District 5 is a Cen-
tral Plains team that has
posted a 22-2 record over

the past two seasons.

Solomon, last year’s Sept. 2 CENTRE

district runner-up, has Sept_ 9 @ Bennington

been replaced with a St. o

John team that enters the Sept' 16 @Wakefield

season with a 15-game Sept. 23 SOLOMON

losing streak. Solomon Sept. 30 GOESSEL

will remain on Little 2
Oct. 7 @Central Plains
Oct. 14 CANTON-GALVA
Oct. 21 ELLINWOOD
Oct. 27 @St. John

Spantsmanship!
Jt’s what makes a goed

athlete great!
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make life better

2016 Little River Lady Redskin volleyball team

Top newcomers in-
clude: senior Brenna Fuller
as a defensive specialist;
junior Shannon Hud-
son as a middle blocker,
though she will be coming

able mention last season.

“Allie and Melanie are
our mainstays in the front
row and will continue to
improve as well as Allie be-
ing one of our setters.”

Member
FDIC

WISHING ALL RICE COUNTY
ATHLETES A GREAT SEASON!

Sterling ~ Lyons ~ Chase

off some major surgery;

sophomore Kylie Eller at
setter; sophomore Roylin
Brillhart will hit from the

see Little River
page 20
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FLOWER & GIFT SHOP
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110 S. Pioneer « Lyons, KS 67554

Sara Hazen & Linda Reed - owners
Flowers ¢ Plants ¢ Gifts « Balloons o

Go Sports Teams!
Have a great season!!

Candy

Qutside Lyons
1-855-413-0855

Lee J. Norman, D. C., LLC
NORMAN CHIROPRACTIC

WELLNESS CENTER
116 E. Ave. N * Lyons KS 67554
(620)257-3321
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* Great Food and Beverages
* The Famous Blizzard

* Now Serving The
World Renown Orange Julius

215 W Main St
Lyons, Kansas 67554
620-257-2882

Good

Teams!
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Auto Parts

804 East Main * Lyons, Kansas
620-257-2822

Southwest corner of square  Lyons, Kansas
620-257-3001




