
Quality patient care 
has always been the top 
priority at Clara Barton 
Hospital, but because of 
the purchase of a new 
lab instrument called the 
Nanosphere, the quality of 
care has been greatly im-
proved. The Nanosphere 
is an automated, multiplex 
instrument that performs 
molecular diagnostic 
testing for C. Difficile 
bacteria and Enteric 
Pathogens in the hospi-
tal’s lab. It will also allow 
for additional testing 
platforms in the future. 
“The Nanosphere is good 
for our patients because it 
allows for rapid, in-house 
detection of disease, and 
subsequent treatment,” 
said Diane Batchman, 
Assistant Lab Manager.

Before the purchase 
of the Nanosphere, Clara 
Barton Hospital sent lab 
specimens off to the Af-
filiated Medical Services 
Reference Lab in Wichita 
to be tested. The KPC 
courier would pick up 
the specimens from Clara 
Barton Hospital at 6 p.m. 
each evening and travel 
to many other hospitals 
before reaching its final 
destination in Wichita. 
After the specimens were 
delivered, it could take 
up to 48 hours to receive 
the results. That time 
span became even longer 
when holidays or inclem-
ent weather prevented the 
courier from picking up 
the specimen. “Long wait 
times meant that doctors 
may have to place the pa-
tient in isolation as a pre-
cautionary measure.” said 
Myrtle Whitmore, Lab 
Manager. Being placed in 
isolation can result in lon-
ger lengths of stay, higher 
charges, and it can even 
result in family members 
and friends being re-

quired to wear gowns and 
gloves when visiting. The 
wait time also delays the 
administering of proper 
medication to patients 
because the illness was 
not yet identified.

Instead of sending lab 
specimens to an alternate 
location, having the Nano-
sphere now allows testing 
to be done in the hospi-
tals lab and can produce 
results in as little as two 
hours. The quick turn-
around allows doctors to 
quickly identify the illness 
and prescribe the correct 
medication. “The Nano-
sphere is a game changer 
for us because the quicker 
results allow our doctors 
to diagnose and treat our 
patients in a more timely 
manner, which can in turn 
quicken recovery time and 
reduce the patient’s length 
of stay,” said Whitmore. 
Because the Nanosphere 
can produce quicker 
results, the right antibi-
otic are now being given 
to the patient at a much 
faster rate than before. 
“The Nanosphere even 
has the ability to diagnose 

life-threatening condi-
tions” said Whitmore.

Not all lab testing 
will be able to be com-
pleted in the Clara Barton 
Hospital lab, but the 
Nonosphere has made it 
possible for their lab to 
process approximately 
20 more tests. The addi-
tion of the Nanosphere 
to Clara Barton Hospital 
provides earlier optimiza-
tion for patient treatment 
and improved laboratory 
and hospital efficiency.

Like many other 
enhancements made at 
Clara Barton Hospital, the 
Nanosphere was partially 
made possible through 
generous donations made 
by many giving support-
ers. Money was raised to 
help fund the Nanosphere 
through a special appeal at 
the 22nd and 23rd Annual 

Foundation Benefit. Many 
patrons made generous 
contributions to the “Gift 
from the Heart” appeal to 
help fund the Nanosphere. 
These donors are making 
a significant impact on 
the quality of patient care 
being delivered at Clara 
Barton Hospital. “We are 
so very fortunate to have 
individuals residing in 

our community that are 
passionate about insuring 
an optimal patient experi-
ence,” said Jim Blackwell, 
Clara Barton Hospital 
President/CEO. “They 
are our friends, family 
and neighbors that tire-
lessly give of themselves 
so their community can 
benefit from this kind of 
care so close to home.”
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Norman C. Keller, 

the office is owned and 
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who have continued 
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Keller Real Estate 
providing quality insur-
ance, real estate ser-
vice since 1968

Since it’s founding 
in 1968 by Norman C. 
Keller, Keller Real Estate 
and Insurance Agency, 
Inc. in Great Bend has 
been dedicated to provid-
ing the highest quality of 
services available in both 
real estate and insurance. 

Brothers Kevin and 
Jeff Keller share owner-
ship and management 
of the business located 
at the corner of 11th 
and Williams Streets in 
Great Bend. Office hours 
are 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m., Monday through 
Friday and from 9 a.m. 
to noon on Saturday. 

Along with residential 
sales, Keller Real Estate 
and Insurance specializes 
in commercial and farm 

properties. The experi-
enced sales staff has the 
highest sales volume in 
the Golden Belt area, who 
are well-trained, knowl-
edgeable and supportive. 

Keller Real Estate and 
Insurance is a member of 
the Great Bend multi-list 
system, as well as the 
local, state and national 
associations of realtors. 

An in-house indepen-
dent insurance agency 
represents several qual-
ity, nationally-known 
companies, including 
All-State; Farmer’s 
Alliance; Progressive 
and State Auto. Keller’s 
www.kelleragency.com, 
provides links to both 
realtor.com and the Kan-
sas properties sites. For 
additional information, 
or questions, call Keller 
at (620) 792-2128, or toll 
free at 1-800-281-2128.

Keller Real Estate 
represents quality

Nanosphere makes 20 more in-house tests possible at Clara Barton Hospital

Myrtle Whitmore, Lab Manager, uses the Nanosphere to pro-
cess one of the many new lab tests now available to be com-
pleted in-house at Clara Barton Hospital
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