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The history of

Holiday celebrants
employ holiday lights
in various ways. Cer-
tain individuals may be
content to hang lights
on their Christmas trees
and call their decorating
complete. Others may
get their holiday jollies
by making sure each
square inch of their home
is covered in twinkling
lights. Still, other people
prefer the more subdued
effect of lights framing
one picture window of
the house.

The tradition of
Christmas lights stretch-
es back to early modern
Germany when people
used candles to decorate
Christmas trees in Chris-
tian homes. Those can-
dles were harbingers of
what would come when
electric lights replaced
gas and other open flame
illuminating devices that
were commonplace prior
to the 20th century.

Thomas Edison, the
inventor of the first suc-
cessful practical light
bulb, also created the
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especially if you get
much of your shopping
done early, can save you
short-term or overnight
shipping fees, which can
be significant.

- Comparison shop.
Much like you can save
money by comparison
shopping for holiday
gifts, you can save by
comparing shipping costs
as well. Pack-and-ship
companies compete for
consumers’ business
during the height of the
holiday shipping season,
so compare the costs
between the various
pack-and-ship compa-
nies, including the postal
service, to see which
offers the best deal.

- Insure the items you
ship. The holiday season
is the busiest time of year
for the pack-and-ship in-
dustry. While the indus-
try is often remarkably
effective at delivering
gifts intact and on time,
items are sometimes lost
or damaged. By insuring
your packages, you're
ensuring you won’t be
out of luck should your
package be lost, dam-
aged or stolen before it
reaches its destination.

first strand of electric
lights that would be used
in holiday decorating. By
1880, Edison had stan-
dard incandescent light
bulbs well sorted out and
desired a way to better
advertise his invention,
so he decided to make
the most of the holiday
season and put his light
bulbs on display. Accord-
ing to a 2003 article in
American Heritage mag-
azine titled “The Wizard
of Your Christmas Tree,”
Edison strung incandes-
cent bulbs all around the
compound of his Menlo
Park, NJ, laboratory.
Edison constructed an
eight-mile underground
wiring system in order
to power this grand light
display. Because the
laboratory was situated
along the railroad that
passed between Manhat-
tan and Philadelphia,
thousands of people were
able to see the display.
The concept of electric
holiday lights took a
bit of time to catch on.
Edison’s friend and as-
sociate Edward Johnson
was tasked with stringing
together colored lights in
1882 and placing them
on an evergreen tree.
Johnson hand-wired 80
red, white and blue light
bulbs. In 1895, President
Grover Cleveland re-
quested the White House
family Christmas tree be
illuminated by multi-col-
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Shop Great @ena

Earn Hometown Rewards & A Chance to

win | of 5 $100 gift certificates to any of
these participating stores!

GParticipating Stores Unclude:

Animal Medical Center
Beautiful Beginnings Boutique
Brick Alley

Brown'’s Shoe Fit
Cornerstone Interiors
Dawson Jewelers

Defy Expectations

EZ Tan

Great Bend Coffee
Great Bend Tribune
High Call Outfitters
Kansas Mercantile
Kustom Floor Designs
Miss Pretty Pickles
Office Products, Inc.
P&S Security
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¢ Perks Coffee Shop

¢ Rana Luna BoutiQue

¢ Renue Salon & Spa

¢ Rosewood Bargain Barn
+ Rosewood Furniture Gallery
+ Rosewood Wine Cellar
+ Roth Embroidery

+ SDS Westside Market
+ Shoe Sensation

¢ Smokin’ Aces

.

Stone Ridge Country
Club
The Wright Place

¢ TLC Pet Salon

¢ Yours Truly Gift Store &
Flower Shoppe

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

GREATBEND

"‘?“n City of Great Bend Community Coordinator Christina Hayes f
620-793-4111 or chayes@greatbendks.net

CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE

holiday lights
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ored electric light bulbs.
In 1903, when General
Electric began to offer
pre-assembled kits of
holiday lights, stringed
lights were reserved for
the wealthy and electri-
cally savvy. For example,
in 1903 a single string of
electric lights cost $12,
or around $300 today.
It would take sev-
eral more years before
holiday lights became
a national tradition.
On Christmas Eve
1923, President Calvin
Coolidge began the

country’s celebration of
Christmas by lighting the
National Christmas Tree
on the Ellipse located
south of the White House
with 3,000 electric lights.

Today, illuminated
strands of lights have
become a large part of
holiday celebrations and
have even been adopted
for use during various
year-round events. Such
lights can be a beautiful
and festive addition to
many celebrations.

3a

L

IHLOTD SNOILVLO3dX3 Ad

W Stog's

¢’ town
< square
612 Niles
( 7<im'/ey, KS

Deli
659-2605

‘ Gift Shop

& Salon
659-2206

ANVYdNOD ON

November 2016 - 5

BrLack FRIDAY SALES

ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING IS ON SALE!

FLASH SALES 3
10AM-12PM ~ 40% OFF ALL METAL MULISHA Tops .

12PM-2PM - 30% OFF ALL HoopIEs & Zip-Ups .
2PM-4PM - 25% OFF ALL MercH THAT Is BLACK
4PM-6PM ~ 60% OFF ALL ONE INDUSTRIES MERCI

EXTRA ﬂ% OF THE SALE RACKS

SWIMWEAR, SHORTS, TOWELS, = Buy 1 GET1 60% OFF (MiX & MATCH)
SELECT TEES — 2 FOR $25 OR 4 FOR $40

STRIDER BIKE SPECIAL PRICING

JAMBOO HEADPHONES - $5 OFF PER PAIR

ALL ITEMS NOT OF FLASH SALE ARE 10% OFF ALL DAY

OPEN; 10AM~6PM

FoLLow Us ON FACEBOOK, TWITTER, PINTEREST & INSTAGRAM
268 $ Hwy 281, GREAT BEND, KS 67530

www.defyclothingcompany.com
Use Code BLACKFRIDAY save 25% off your online order!

stacystownsquare@yahoo.com

Kitchen & Bath Design «

+« Space Planning .
» Window Treatments .
+ Finish Selection & .

Specification

corm

M

JOSEPH MARILYN INTERIORS
ARTFULLY DESIGNED. METICULOUSLY PLANNED.

Commerical & Residential Interior Design

Jenmﬁm Flick, G:uwﬂ)&aigm
620.639.2549 Great Bend, KS

Firsd us oy : . - 2
ﬂ Facebook @josephmarilyninteriors

New Construction/Remodels
Color Consultations
Frofessional Drafting

More than-10 Years
Protessional Experience

erstone Interiorg
1405 Main Street

Season,s Gpeejlinqs

Antiques & Artifacts, LLC

513 Broadway * Downtown Larned

Tuesday - Saturday * 10 am - 3 pm

620-285-3890 ¢ After Hours 620-804-1170
Available by Appointment, and, frequently, spur of the moment

ads and art, books, bottles, buttons, furniture,
home decor, linens and lace, magazines, pottery,
porcelain, Victorian, and much more!

“Larned - History, Nature, Small Town Charm!”
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Great Bend, KS

EXCLUDING VIETRI AND BEATRIZ BALL

Startimg Nov. 25th

No returns or exchanges all sales are final




