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Cherry, Lady Eagles looking to i improve on three wins from last season

By MikE COURSON

Andrew Cherry had a rough
go in his first year as head coach
of the Lady Eagle basketball
team. Ellinwood had a historic
season in 2014-15, but lost much
of that team to graduation before
Cherry took over the program.
The result was a disappointing
3-18 finish. With his top-three
scorers back for the 2016-17
campaign, Cherry is hopeful his
squad turn the tables.

“I think last year we had a
reputation of playing pretty hard
all the way through the game,”
he said. “I really think I would
like to build on that. With my
second year, [ would love to
carry that over into my program.
I really think that having a sec-
ond year with this group, we will
be able to make another step.

I think we will be better de-

fensively then we were last year,
and hopefully, good defense
carries over into really easy of-
fense. I hope the girls are really
going to come back and be ready
to compete in every practice and
every game.”

Senior Brittney Beck returns
after leading the Lady eagles
with 8.2 points a game last year.
She also averaged 3.7 rebounds
a night, and accounted for 26 of
the team’s 31 3-point shots made
last season.

Senior Maddie Hayes played
in all 21 games last year, averag-
ing 3.5 points and 3.5 rebounds a
game. Sophomore Maddie Ward
also played in all 21 games last
year, averaging 6.2 points and a
team-high 5.5 rebounds a night.
Senior Hunter Miller played in
17 varsity games, averaging 1.3
points a night.

Have a Great Season!

Ellinwood

Brittney Beck

Cherry will be without some
key players from last year. Macy
Menges provided a threat down
low, and Kylnee Doll and Anna
Clawson had multiple years of

varsity experience. The trio com-
bined for eight points a game on
a team that averaged just fewer
than 32 points a night.

“We are going to have a few
more girls that didn’t go out last
year that are interested in playing
this year,” Cherry said. “I really
think that adding those girls will
help us athletically, and I think
it will allow our returners to feel
like they have some help to make
us better.”

The Central Prairie League
will again offer plenty of compe-
tition this season. Central Plains
is looking for a fourth-straight
Class 2A title, and Kinsley, La-
Crosse, St. John, and Otis-Bison
could make a push for the other
top spots in the league.

“I think every game on the
schedule will be important for
us,” Cherry said. “I think there

will be a lot of teams that don’t
think much about us because
of our lack of success from last
year, and we are going to be
going into every game as an un-
derdog. I think that will help us
play like there is nothing to lose
and play as hard as we can.”
Cherry got his feet wet with
the basketball program last year,
and coached the Lady Eagle
Cross country team to a regional
title this fall. With some more ex-
perience under his belt, he’s just
ready to get back into the action.
“I am looking forward to use
just competing,” he said. “T am
ready to get back into the gym
just to see what happens. I am
excited for a chance to coach a
little different than I did last year,
and I really think you will be
able to see the difference in our

play.”

2016-17 Lady Eagle basketball team, front row from left: Kimberly Ruhbach, Sarah Hammeke, Lauren Petz,
Maddie Hayes, Kaitlyn Panning, and Alicia Mitchell. Middle row: Cassie Robinson (Mgr.), Satis Kroulik, Emilie
Magner, Emma Ricker, Taryn Robl, Kennedy Harrington, Marie Maestas, Eline Hansen, and Hunter Smyth (Mgr.).
Back row: Coach Andrew Cherry, Karoline Madsen, Maddie Ward, Jordan Hathcock, Allison Panning, Hunter
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Miller, Brittney Beck, and Asst. Coach Tyson Revell.

(photo by Mike Courson)
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Go Eagles!
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Good Luck

Have a Great
Season!
Go Eagles!

HI-LA

Engine Pump
& Supply, Inc.

402 S. Main « Ellinwood
620-564-2360

Area Teams!
.’A Jensen Associates, Inc.
Insurance Agency

JAI will provide a free quote for all your
insurance needs.

Auto * Home * Farm * Commercial

Contact Amber Petz at:

16 N Main, Ellinwood, KS 67526
Phone: 620-564-2020 - Fax: 620-564-3696
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PO Box 396 16 N Main - Ellinwood. KS - 67526 - www.fmi-ks.com
Phone: 620-564-3281 - 800-752-3449 - Fax: 620-564-3555

BARTLETT GRAIN
GREAT BEND, KS

620-792-0526

Good Luck Area
Sports Teams!

From young to old,

ELLINWOOD we are your entire family care clinic.
HO SPITAL & CLINIC We are always accepting new patients, and we look forward to

caring for you entire family, from newborn to elderly care.
ellinwoodistricthospital.org

605 North Main, Ellinwood, KS 67526

(620) 564-2548
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Cell: 620-786-4545
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PACKING PLANT, Inc.

West Highway 56 * Ellinwood, KS
800.358.2321 620.564.3156

Full-Service Family Care Clinic
24/7 Emergency Room
Therapy, Imaging, and Lab




