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Gun Safety Rules for Everyone at Deer Camp
 You love to hunt and your 
kids are starting to get to the 
age where they would like to 
try hunting. You appreciate 
their interest and have enrolled 
them in the appropriate educa-
tion course to obtain a license. 
You also plan to teach them the 
ropes yourself, starting fi rst with 
gun safety.
 To ensure you don't forget 
anything, familiarize yourself 
with these dos and don'ts of gun 
safety.

DO...
• Treat every gun as though it 
were loaded.
• Read the owner's manual for 
your gun and learn how to oper-
ate it properly.
• Use the correct ammunition for 
your gun.

• Carry your gun with the muzzle 
pointing toward the ground.
• Keep your fi nger off  the trigger 
until shooting.
• Look at the target and the area 
beyond it before pulling the trig-
ger.
• Keep your gun unloaded when 
not in use.
• Store ammunition away from 
your gun and out of the reach of 
young children.
• Clean your gun and keep it free 
of obstructions.
• Make sure your gun is unloaded 
before cleaning it.

DON'T...
• Point your gun at anyone.
• Modify your gun.
• Run with your gun.
• Climb with your gun.
• Jump with your gun.

• Shoot at a hard, fl at surface. The 
bullet will ricochet.
• Shoot at water. The bullet will 
defl ect and travel a few inches 
above the water.
• Go hunting when you are over-
ly tired.
• Drink alcohol when hunting.
• Do drugs when hunting.

 After you have familiarized 
yourself with these rules, fi nd a 
time to discuss them with your 
kids. Stress to them the impor-
tance of following the rules of 
gun safety and the consequenc-
es of ignoring them. Point out, 
for example, how many people 
are killed each year in accidents 
involving guns that were stored 
loaded. Rent a video or take your 
kids to a demonstration on gun 
safety.

 Kids learn best by example, so 
make sure you follow the rules 
of gun safety. More importantly, 
make sure you enforce the rules. 
Should a situation arise in which 
your kids forget or abandon a 
safety rule, take the steps neces-
sary to correct the situation im-
mediately. It could mean the dif-
ference between life and death.
 Do your kids a favor. Teach 
them the rules of gun safety, en-
force the rules when necessary 
and help your kids mature into 
safe, responsible hunters.
 Also, go over these gun safety 
rules with anyone at your hunt-
ing camp that you do not know. 
It NEVER hurts to review gun 
safety rules.

Camo Always Welcome
 You can always tell when it’s 
hunting season in Mills County. 
The restaurants, retailers, parking 
lots, streets and everywhere else 
become a sea of camoufl age.
 Of course, a good number of 
our locals wear camo year round 
anyway, but the surge in camo-
outfi tted individuals during hunt-
ing season is defi nitely noticeable. 
 We’re totally OK with that.
 Camo is perfectly acceptable in 
Mills County no matter where you 
go. You can wear camo into the 
restaurants and eat. You can wear 
camo in the stores while you shop. 
You can wear camo to the football 
games. Heck, you can wear camo 

to church in Mills County.
 Stop by the Goldthwaite Munic-
ipal Golf Course and play a quick 
round of golf in your camo. The 
weather is fi ne most days for golf-
ing all the way through the winter. 
 At the Goldthwaite Golf 
Course, you can play nine holes in 
a little over an hour. You can hunt 
in the morning, play a round of golf 
and be back in your stand for an 
evening hunt. 
 There’s no need to call for a tee 
time, or fi ght traffi c getting there. 
This is not the big city. This is 
Goldthwaite,  America, and camo 
is always welcome here.

Steven Bridges takes a swing in full camo at the Goldthwaite Municipal Golf Course with kids 
Flint and Amber in tow.


