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Obituaries
Laberta M. Keef Deborah Harris-Sherman

Laberta M. Keef, 93, 
passed away Thursday, 
Oct. 26, 2017 at her son’s 
home in Oklahoma 
City. She was born on 
the Jim Dalton Cattle 
Ranch in NW 
Oklahoma on January 
28, 1924. She is the 
daughter of  Thomas 
Raleigh and Pearl 
Vanderslice. She grew 
up on the cattle ranch 
and graduated co-vale-
dictorian with her sis-
ter in 1941 from 
Mooreland High School 
in Oklahoma. She 
attended Chillicothe 
Business College in 
Chillicothe, MO. After 
graduation, she moved 
to Oakland, CA. where 
she worked as a secre-
tary to the head of  the 
Ship Yards Newspaper 
during WWII. It was in 
Oakland where she met 
and married Charles 
Keef  on December 25, 
1942. From the union, 
three children were 
born; Myrna, LaVada 
and Tommy. Laberta 

was a member of  First 
United Methodist 
Church of  Yukon 
where she taught 
Sunday school classes, 
was active in UMW, 
prayer groups and the 
XYZ Club. Preceding 
her in death are her 
parents, her husband 
Charles H. Keef, her sis-
ter, Eloise Starr. 
Survivors include 
daughter Myrna, Ware 
and husband Phil of  
Broken Arrow; son 

Tommy Keef  of  
Oklahoma City; son-in 
law Karl Charbonneau 
of  Sun City, AZ; seven 
grandchildren, 12 great 
grandchildren and 
three great, great 
grandchildren. Laberta 
was a devoted wife, 
mother and grand-
mother. First and fore-
most, she loved God, 
she cherished her hus-
band, her children, 
family and friends. In 
the eyes of  all who 
knew her, she was won-
derful. Words cannot 
express how much she 
will be missed. 
Memorial services will 
be held November 18, 
2017 at 10:30 a.m. at 
First United Methodist 
Church in Yukon with 
Rev. Phil Ware officiat-
ing. In lieu of  flowers, 
memorial donations 
may be made to the 
Yukon Manna Pantry, 
123 S. 6th St., Yukon, 
OK. 73099.

Deborah Harris-
Sherman passed away 
at her home in Yukon 
on Monday, October 30, 
2017 at the age of  61. 
She was born 
December 20, 1955 in El 
Reno, Oklahoma, the 
daughter of  Audie 
Harris and Francis 
Mayes. 

Funeral 
Arrangements were 
handled by Yanda & 
Son Funeral Home. The 
family had

made available a time 
for remembering 
Debbie. A Celebration 
of  Life Service was 
November

3, 2017 at Yanda & 
Son Funeral Home 
Chapel, with interment 
that followed to the 
Yukon Cemetery.

Debbie was married 
to Terry Joe Sherman 
who preceded her in 
death on November 10, 
2012.

Debbie attended 
Redlands Community 
College where she 
received her Associates 
Degree and worked 
many years in the 
Banking and Medical 
Industry. In her young-
er years Debbie enjoyed 

helping her brothers 
and father work on 
cars, learning all she 
could. She enjoyed 
going out dancing with 
her sister and spent a 
lot of  time gardening 
with her mother.   

Debbie is the mother 
of  two sons, one daugh-
ter and Grandmother 
of  six perfect grandba-
bies, as she would say.  
Her family was her 
heart.  Debbie found a 
lot of  joy in spending 
time doing arts and 
crafts with her grand-
children, nieces and 
nephews.  She loved OU 
football, enjoyed read-
ing and shopping. She 

loved to shop!! We will 
miss all of  her hilari-
ous posts she shares 
with us on Facebook. 
She could get carried 
away with the funnies.

Deborah is survived 
by her son, Michael 
Harris and wife 
Khristi; daughter, 
Nicole Dolan and hus-
band Rob; son, Ricky 
Harris; grandchildren: 
Tyler Baxter, Taylor 
Harris, Brittany 
Collier, Paetra Dolan, 
Riley Hughes and 
Keleigh Brady-Harris; 
mother, Francis Mayes; 
brother, Billy Harris 
and wife Teresa; sister, 
Shirlie Thompson and 
numerous other family 
and friends.

In addition to her 
husband, she is also 
preceded in death by 
her father, Audie 
Harris and brothers, 
Larry and Ricky 
Harris.  

On line condolence 
may be signed at www.
yandafuneral.com.  
Arrangements are 
under the direction of  
Yanda & Son Funeral 
Home and Cremation 
Services, Yukon.

Check us out online at www.theyukonreview.com

Yukon resident heads up Savannah Station
Some of  the faces 

have changed, but the 
mission at Savannah 
Station Therapeutic 
Riding Center has 
remained: hope and 
healing through horses.

Savannah Station 
operates out of  partner-
ship with Redlands 
Community College at 
the RCC Equine Center, 
north of  El Reno on 
U.S. 81. Andi Holland is 
the new executive 
director for the pro-
gram. 

Holland brings years 
of  experience operating 
nonprofits such as The 
Salvation Army and 
the Red Cross. 

For the past 11 years 
while living in Enid, 
she was director of  the 
Cherokee Strip 
Regional Heritage 
Center. 

But when she and 
her husband decided to 
move to the Yukon area 
to be closer to family, 
the opportunity to get 
involved with 
Savannah Station 
seemed to be heav-
en-sent. 

Holland and her fam-
ily have always been 
involved with horses, 
they own several. But it 
was her daughter who 
introduced her to thera-
peutic riding.

“She was working as 
a volunteer at a riding 
center and I thought, 
that’s something I want 
to do.”

Holland became a 
certified equine thera-
py instructor so she 
brings not only non-
profit management 
experience to her new 
role at Savannah 
Station, but an under-
standing of  what it’s 
like to work with chil-
dren as well as adults 
who are challenged 
with physical and men-
tal disabilities. 

Eventually, Holland 
said, Savannah Station 
would like to welcome 
those who suffer from 
emotional trauma, but 
that is something that 
will come later. 

Right now, Savannah 
Station is in need of  
volunteers, both to 
walk alongside the 
young riders who take 
part in the therapeutic 
riding, as well as those 
with special expertise 
who would be willing to 
serve on the board. 

Charlotte Donaho, a 
board member and 
longtime volunteer 
coordinator, said 
Savannah Station 
would like to have an 
attorney as well as a 
veterinarian who 
would be willing to 
serve on the board of  
directors.  

Board members hail 
from throughout the 
Canadian County area 

as well as Kingfisher. 
Volunteers also come 
from Union City and 
Oklahoma City, but 
more are needed. 

“We really need peo-
ple who are willing to 
be side walkers,” 
Holland said. A side 
walker does exactly 
that, walk alongside the 
horse while the child 
rides. 

Volunteers are 
trained and can work 
inside the arena or out-
side. Also needed are 
people with marketing 
abilities and a willing-
ness to help in any way, 
like preparing for 
Savannah Station’s 
gala, held in April at 
the Yukon Events 
Center. 

“It’s our major fund-
raiser,” said Donaho. 

Volunteers can work 
as little as an hour a 
week. Savannah Station 
holds day riding ses-
sions for special educa-
tion students. 
Currently El Reno 
Public Schools sends 
about 11 children twice 
a week to Savannah 
Station. Two evening 
sessions are held week-
ly for “private riders” 
or children who are not 
involved in the public 
school special educa-
tion program. 

Families are never 
charged for having a 
child involved in thera-
peutic riding. The gala 
as well as grants and 
donations help to sup-
port the program. 

Savannah Station is 
growing in reputation. 
Consider next spring it 
will serve as host for 
the Regional 
Conference of  the 
Professional 
Association of  
Therapeutic 
Horsemanship, Intl., or 
PATH. 

The conference will 
be held in El Reno at 
Redlands Community 
College and is expected 
to attract close to 200 
association members 
and leaders from 
Oklahoma, Texas, 
Arkansas and 
Louisiana.

Donaho said anyone 
“with a passion for 
helping children” is 
invited to become 
involved with 
Savannah Station. 

“You will see mira-
cles happen,” she said. 
“We have non-verbal 
children who maybe 
have a vocabulary of  
three or four words. 
After riding for a while 
they start talking to 
their horse. It’s very 
empowering for a small 
child to be able to tell 
this large animal what 
to do. The horse frees 
up the kid and all of  a 
sudden they are talking 
to the horse.”

And for children 
with physical challeng-
es, Holland said the 

horse provides “possi-
bly the only time in 
their lives they will 
experience the sensa-
tion of  walking.”

To learn more about 
Savannah Station, visit 
www.savannahstation.

org, or call 405-422-6239.
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