
From staff reports
The Christmas season is often

associated with merry family
gatherings and celebrations burst-
ing at the seams with yuletide
glee. For many families, however,
the Christmas season can be a dis-
heartening time as parents strug-
gle to provide a nice Christmas for

their children. 
On Wednesday, representatives

from nonprofits across the four
counties of the 8th Circuit –
Abbeville, Greenwood, Laurens
and Newberry – received dona-
tions of Christmas toys collected
through participants in Diversion
Programs in the 8th Circuit, help-

ing to provide those tender
moments and yuletide glee for
needy children in their communi-
ties. 

Participants in the Pretrial
Intervention Program and Alcohol
Education Program can donate
toys for Christmas and receive
credit toward their community
service hours for the programs. 

PTI Director Dale Allen begins
collecting the toys in August and
the donations continue through the
second week of December, when
the toys are sorted and distributed.
According to Allen, the toy drive
is a unique opportunity for diver-
sion program participants to
impact their community in a posi-
tive way. 

“Many of the participants in
diversion programs want to be
productive members of our com-
munity and don’t really know how
they can do that,” Allen said of the
program. “The eyes of a lot of par-
ticipants light up when they find
out they have an opportunity to
help a child right in their commu-

nity have a nice Christmas.” 
The opportunity was not

missed in 2017. Diversion
Program participants donated
thousands of dollars of toys,
including about 20 bicycles and
scooters. 

The toys are distributed to the
Newberry County Sheriff’s
Office, Laurens SAFE Home,
Laurens County Department of
Social Services, Greenwood
Salvation Army and Abbeville
Angel Tree Ministry. Those
organizations see that the toys get
to the children who need them. 

According to Maj. Jason
Hughes of the Greenwood
Salvation Army, the toys donated
by program participants meet
more than one need. 

“When you have a person who
has stumbled, fallen and is trying
to get back on their own and giv-
ing, there is a bigger difference
than just a toy,” Hughes said.
“There is reaffirmation of being a
part of that community. The joy
and peace from both giving and

receiving these toys reaffirms that
they are all a part of this commu-
nity and not just a person receiv-
ing a handout.” 

According to 8th Circuit
Solicitor David M. Stumbo, the
Christmas toy drive, along with
the school supply drive earlier in
the year, perfectly embodies the
8th Circuit Solicitor’s Office’s
mission to balance accountability
and restorative justice. 

“These programs are the very
heartbeat of what my office seeks
to accomplish in our communi-
ties,” Stumbo said. “The
Christmas toy drive and the
school supply drive we hold each
year allow the participants in our
diversion programs to contribute
in a positive way to their respec-
tive communities and learn the
benefit of being a giver rather
than a taker.”
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8th Circuit Solictor’s Office makes toy donations for Christmas
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YULETIDE OF TOYS — Eighth Circuit Solicitor David Stumbo,
right, with Laurens County Department of Social Services Human
Services staff Anthony Carpenter, left, and Carla Leggett.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS – Eighth Circuit Solicitor David
Stumbo, right, presents toys to Laurens SAFE Home Victim
Advocate Jessica Harrison.

The Fountain Inn Symphony
Orchestra (FISO) recently
launched its new website: foun-
taininnsymphony.org. The
updated website is reconstructed
with a completely new design,
aligned with an elevated brand
image, including a new logo,
that was established in print
materials for the orchestra’s cur-
rent season.

“This new site is a reflection
the exciting new direction the
orchestra is taking,” Brian
Gencarelli, FISO Board
President, said. “We are dedicat-
ed to bringing the arts to as
many people in the Upstate as
possible and providing our
patrons with an online platform
to connect with and learn from
will help us achieve that goal.”

The individual webpages
share details of each perform-
ance and the home page recog-
nizes season sponsors. There is
increased prominence for the
“Support” functionality, as the
site allows online donations that
are much needed to further the
FISO mission. Links to FISO’s
social media channels are also
featured on the site to support
ongoing engagement with FISO
activities.

Fountain Inn
Symphony
Orchestra
introduces

new website

PUSH OUR BUTTONS
984-2586

AND CASH IN!

The Laurens County
Advertiser


