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By Nick Herman
Sports Editor

The Laurens Raiders’ varsity
basketball teams hit the road
Tuesday night for a return trip to
Byrnes, but the terrain proved to
be a little too rough for the
Raiders as both the girls and
boys suffered defeats in Duncan.

Laurens’ girls gave up 12
straight points in the first quarter
and were never able to get their
game going, falling 72-37 to the
Rebels in the first game of the
doubleheader. The boys followed
with a spirited fourth-quarter
comeback that saw them trim an
18-point lead to six, but the
Rebels held off the rally and
ended up winning 74-64.

Laurens was back on the court
Friday when it hosted Emerald.

Byrnes 74, Laurens boys 64:
With his team’s 18-point lead
slipping away in the fourth quar-
ter, Byrnes star forward Josh
Moore came through with a 10
of his 17 points in the final 2
minutes, 52 seconds to help the
Rebels hold off the Raiders’
comeback hopes.

Moore is a fleet-footed big
man who can handle the ball at
the top of the key and create his
own shot off the dribble. His
combination of size and hands
were too tough to stop in the
game for the Raiders.

“Josh is a proven basketball
player. He’s all-region. He’s been
through it,” Laurens Head Coach

Ryan Walker said. “He’s obvi-
ously their best player. Their best
player made plays, and we could-
n’t get a stop.”

Moore had a pair of three-
point plays in the fourth quarter
to help Byrnes after Laurens had
run off 12 straight points in a lit-
tle more than 3 minutes to close
within 60-54 - including one that
came off an inbound pass where
Moore snuck behind the defense
on the baseline and got an open
layup and the foul.

Laurens, which fell behind 23-
10 in the opening quarter, scram-
bled back in the second quarter
with the help of two players.
Christian Anderson scored eight
of his 13 points in the quarter,
while teammate Carson Todd
had seven of his nine in the sec-
ond quarter as Laurens closed
within 32-29 at the half.

Asked what the difference was
that helped Laurens get back into
the game in the second quarter,
Walker said he wished he knew
because he’d hit the button at the
start of the game.

As for Anderson, Walker noted
his guard has to get on what he
described as a more even playing
level. But when he plays his best,
as he did in the second quarter,
Anderson is very effective.

“Christian can really shoot the
basketball,” Walker said. “He’s
hard to guard. He can handle the
ball.”

Byrnes, after Laurens closed
within 36-33 in the third quarter,
appeared to put the game away

when it ran off 10-straight points
to go back up by 13. The Byrnes
lead eventually reached 18 early
in the fourth quarter before
Laurens attempted its comeback.

Josh Greene had 12 points to
follow up Anderson’s perform-
ance, while Dee Foster scored
11.

Laurens 13 16 13 22 — 64
Byrnes 23 9 24 18 — 74

Byrnes 72, Laurens girls 37:
Laurens Head Coach Yoneko
Allen was direct in her descrip-

tion of her team’s performance
against the Rebels, using such
terms as “in a fog,” “lackluster”
and “not focused.”

Or, to put it more succinctly,
the Raiders were put in position
to have some success and didn’t
take it.

“It’s frustrating because they
know what to do; they’ve been
taught what to do,” Allen said.
“It’s frustrating when we don’t
execute. And it’s frustrating
when we don’t give the effort.
That I will not tolerate.”

Laurens got the early lead on a
basket from Kenaja Burnside,
but from there the bottom slowly
fell out. Byrnes ran off the next
12 straight points, in about 2
minutes, and eventually led 22-8
after the first quarter. The
momentum kept rolling into the
second quarter, too, as Byrnes
eventually led by as much as 39-
14 before Ashanti Conway hit a
late 3-pointer to finish off the
scoring before halftime.

Laurens problems in the game
were the basics, missing 9 of 17

free throws and missing countless
layups where they players rou-
tinely were rushing their shots.
Turnovers, which have been a typ-
ical bugaboo for the Raiders,
were not as bad against the Rebels
as Laurens gave the ball up 23
times - but Byrnes turned those
giveaways into 18 points.

Cali Heisey led the Raiders
with 11 points, including a pair
of 3-pointers and was the lone
Raider to reach double figures.

Laurens 8 9 7 13 — 37
Byrnes 22 17 16 17 — 72
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Spencer &
Sons

Builders
5228 Hwy. 221S

LICENSED & BONDED
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Free Estimates!

864-684-3755
Roofing, Siding, Window
Replacement, Drywall,

Interior Trim
Also Seamless Gutters

ALL RESIDENTIAL NEEDS
INSIDE AND OUT!

Earl Miller Cell (864) 993-9448
12439 Hwy. 39 (864) 998-5099
Cross Hill, SC 29332

ROOFING
SHINGLES or METAL

SEAMLESS GUTTER
Licensed • Bonded

LICENSED, INSURED, BONDED
Service All Makes & Models

AUTHORIZED INTERTHERM, COLEMAN, GOODMAN

Mark Johnson 465 Mountainview Dr.
Owner/Operator Gray Court, SC 29645

(864) 876-4590
(864) 871-4424 Cell

QUALITY
SERVICEMark Johnson’s Heating & Air

YOUR MOBILE HOME & MANUFACTURED SPECIALIST
Installations • New & Used • Relocations & Change Outs

Metal or
Shingle

Well's Home Improvements

ROOFING

We Do Roof Repairs
No job too big or too
small — we do it all!

We Also Install Mountain Rock
NO MONEY UPFRONT

Financing Available
Call 864-200-1867 or

547-1540
FREE ESTIMATES

Well’s Home
Improvements

We Do Gutters, Siding & Windows,
Metal & Shingle Roofs, Decks & Room
Additions, Aluminum Awnings, Window
Specials, Bath & Kitchen, Remodeling

20 Years Experience • Fully Licensed

DON'T GET CAUGHT COLD!
Call Us for Special on

Window Replacement!

Call
864-200-1867 or

547-1540
ALL WORK GUARANTEED

FREE ESTIMATES
FINANCING AVAILABLE

Richards

  Service

    Center

      Inc.

Appliance Installation & Service
Furniture Repair

Jeff Richards, Owner

864-923-2312
Local • Honest • Dependable • Experienced • Certified • Insured

100 Laurens St., Clinton, SC 29325
(Inside Home Sweet Home Interiors)

Email: rsci.richards0@gmail.com

Hunter Lawn Care
Professional Lawn Services

FREE Estimates
Mowing • Trimming • Edging

Blowing • Shrub & Tree Trimming
Lawn Fertilization • Mulching

Wheat Straw • Pine Straw • Leaf Blowing
Gutter Cleaning • Spraying

Brush Removal
Fully Insured

Owner Chad Hunter
864-981-2299

hunterslawncare75@yahoo.com

7-15

Insurance Accepted &
No Money Up Front

(864) 994-4909
(864) 923-2123
(864) 923-0052

Mountville, SC
Locally owned and operated

for over 25 years!
• Licensed & Insured  •

Residential & Commercial

Free
Estimates

Now Offering Financing In 2016!

southern
tree experts
& RED’S STUMP

REMOVAL
have joined together.
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CALL ANYTIME
864-969-6480

Cell 864-871-0272
★  Free Estimates ★
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DRIVEWAYS
ASPHALT PAVING, CONCRETE, GRAVEL

ALL TYPES OF GRADING AND
CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

PROVIDED

ROBINSON GRADING

864-871-2647

Bathrooms & Kitchens
Remodels & Additions
Hardwood, Tile Floors

Porches & Decks
Sheds

864-993-9842
cdembisky@centurylink.net

Chuck Dembisky
SC Lic. #49864

CLIP THIS AD FOR

FREE INSPECTION & $75 OFF
TERMITE TREATMENT & $65

NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!

BOBBY SMITH

•Termite Control •Rodent Control
•Ants, Cockroaches, Spiders, Silverfish, etc.
•Wood Infestation Reports •Moisture Control

MASTER PEST CONTROL
TECHNICIAN & MASTER TERMITE
TECHNICIAN (SC LIC. & BONDED)

Want
bugs dead?

CALL BIG
RED!

(864) 833-7810

ED 12-1 UFN
BIG REDPEST CONTROL

• Tree Trimming • Tree Removal
• Lot Clearing • Storm Clean-Up

• Gravel Hauling
• Mulch Hauling

FREE ESTIMATES
INSURED

Competitive Rates
24 Hr. Emergency Service

Mike (864) 230-7437
Lisa (864) 230-4682

Email:
ALLINTREE80@GMAIL.COM

"ALL IN"
TREE AND OUTDOOR

SERVICE, LLC.

Decks & More
...Customized backyard dreams

• Deck Construction & Repair
• Pergolas • Fences
• Home Additions &

Remodeling

Daniel Knight
864-260-7450

Licensed & Insured ED
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FIREWOOD
FOR SALE

$75
LOAD
All Split

Hardwood
Call

981-1849
Southern Living
Painting Service

Interior and Exterior • Handyman Services
Helping the Elderly and Low Income

ART  ROBBINS - US ARMY VETERAN
864-376-7918 • 864-862-7165

References:
Pastor Bill Cole - 864-350-8413 • Lee Tompkins - 864-200-6889

Serving Laurens County, SC

Any
Room In Your Home

$150-$550
Paint included.

Northside

• Lockouts
• Tire Changes
• Winch  Outs
• Jump Offs

681-4869
682-5422

www.blueskychimney.com
bluesky@sweepstuff.com

like us on

FACEBOOK
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Sue Douglas Roofing & Repair

Prompt Response & Reasonable Rates

Call 864-871-2772 or 864-871-5574

Roofing & Repair • Pressure Washing
Deck Building & Repair • Gutter Cleaning

Paint & Stain • Hand Rails
Cool Seal - Mobile Homes

Photo Courtesy Jy Grubb/LCS
TOPS IN THEIR CLASSES — Laurens County Speedway season champions Ray Storay, Mason Mack, Chris Patterson,
Casey Lawson, Larry Teal and Billy Rushton all pose with their championship trophies during last Saturday’s season-end-
ing banquet at The Ridge at Laurens. The 2018 racing season will begin on March 24.

Byrnes sweeps by LDHS


