
Good questions don’t just
grow on trees, but today’s
questions were specially
“picked” by a couple of curi-
ous column readers.

QUESTION: Why do we
call a loved one “the apple of
one’s eye?”

REPLY: This is an old
idiom, of course — an
expression of f igurative
meaning. The pupil is the
central, dark opening of the
eye and comes from the Latin
word pupilla, which literally
means “doll.” Apple was an
early term for the pupil of the
eye because it was thought to
be a solid, apple-shaped
body. Being essential to
sight, the eye’s apple — or
pupil — was a cherished
thing, much like how a loved
one is a cherished part of
one’s life. The phrase is used
in the Old Testament of the
Bible several times:

•”He instructed him, He
kept him as the apple of His
eye.” (Deuteronomy 32:10,
KJV)

•”Keep my command-
ments, and live; and my law
as the apple of thine eye.”
(Proverbs 7:2, KJV)

For more biblical uses of
this phrase, check out Psalm
17:8 and Zechariah 2:8.

QUESTION: Why is it
believed that breaking a mir-

ror will bring seven years of
bad luck?

REPLY: This superstition is
believed to have started with
the ancient Romans, who
supposedly thought they saw
their souls when looking at
their reflections in the water
of gazing pools. It was con-
sidered a bad omen for some-
one to drop something — or
throw a stone — into the
water. Doing so would break
up the observer’s image and
cause one to lose contact
with one’s soul. Bad luck fol-
lowed — seven years’ worth,
to be exact.

Gazing pools went out
when mirrors came in, so
breaking a mirror carried the
same effect. I suggest getting
a metal mirror, just to be on
the safe side.

To show you how my mind
works, I’m curious about
this: suppose you broke a
mirror and then broke anoth-
er just a few days later.
Would your terms of bad luck

(seven years) be served con-
currently or consecutively?
You be the judge.

C.P.S. (Curious Postscript):
If you think education is
expensive, try ignorance. —
Derek Bok

Curious about something?
Send your questions to Dr.
Jerry D. Wilson, College of
Science and Mathematics,
Lander University,
Greenwood, SC 29649, or
email jerry@curiosity-cor-
ner.net. Selected questions
will appear in the Curiosity
Corner. For Curiosity Corner
background, go to
www.curiosity-corner.net.

NHC Clinton has been rec-
ognized as a 2017 Silver —
Achievement in Quality
Award recipient by the
American Health Care
Association and National
Center for Assisted Living
(AHCA/NCAL). NHC
Clinton is one of only five
facilities in the state of South
Carolina to receive this award
since its inception. The award
is the second of three distinc-
tions possible through the
AHCA/NCAL National
Quality Award Program,
which was established in 1996
and spotlights providers
across the nation that have
demonstrated their commit-
ment to improving quality of
care for residents and patients
in long term and post-acute
care centers and communities.

“We are honored to be rec-
ognized for what we’ve

accomplished on our journey
to improve quality care,” said
Chuck Holder, Administrator
of NHC Clinton. “Applying
for the Silver award has
helped NHC Clinton to
achieve better outcomes as an
organization.” 

Based on the core values
and criteria of the Baldrige
Performance Excellence
Program, which is also the
foundation of the metric-
based AHCA/NCAL Quality
Initiative, AHCA/NCAL’s
National Quality Award
Program challenges member
providers to achieve perform-
ance excellence through three
progressive levels — Bronze,
Silver, and Gold. At the Silver
level, members develop and
demonstrate effective
approaches that help improve
performance and health care
outcomes. 

“I am honored to recognize
this year’s Silver award recipi-
ents for their dedication to
delivering quality care,” said
Alana Wolfe, Chair of the
AHCA/NCAL National
Quality Award Board of
Overseers. “I applaud NHC
Clinton’s ability to effectively
apply the Baldrige criteria to
improve quality performance.”

As a recipient of this year’s
Silver award, NHC Clinton
can now advance in develop-
ing approaches that meet the
criteria required for the Gold –
Excellence in Quality Award.

The awards were presented
to honorees during
AHCA/NCAL’s 68th Annual
Convention and Expo in Las
Vegas, Nevada, Oct. 15-18.
More information on the pro-
gram can be found on the
Quality Award at
https://www.ahcancal.org.
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She was near her car one
day when an older gentleman
walked by visibly cold, and
when she inquired about his
coat, he said he didn’t have
one and he was willing to
accept one that fit well from
her car. A few times a year
since then she put on one-
day events, the first time giv-
ing away 300 coats or acces-
sories and offering home-
made soup. The Jaycees
offered their building for the
event, and she’s set up in
other locations, but this new
permanent space is offering a
better place for receiving
donations and for distribu-
tions.

“My biggest need right
now is men’s and boys’
coats,” Clark said. “Men
don’t think about clearing
out their closets like women
do, and boys just wear theirs
out, so that’s what we really
need.”

In addition to warm outer-
wear, the non-profit offers
blankets, gloves, scarves and
hats, and she asked that they
be clean and “gently used.”

She has some racks of
brand new coats, and pack-
ages of socks donated by
Renfro. Several companies
and agencies have also pro-
vided new coats as well.

With the need to try and
keep the new location open,
she asks customers now if

they are willing to make any
small donation for the items,
but that doesn’t get in the
way of anyone leaving with a
warm coat or needed items.

“I’ve been that single mom
who had to choose between
warm clothes and food and
things my children needed,”
Clark said. “The difference
was I was surrounded by a
group of friends and family
who would take my children

winter clothes shopping, and
everyone doesn’t have that.”

The Coats of Kindness
store is located at a side door
to the right of what was for-
merly Mattress Warehouse,
to the left of Holman
Printing, just up the hill from
McDonalds.

Anyone who can’t make it
to her regular Saturday hours
can call to make an appoint-
ment at 864-923-1879.

— Bookmobile —
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ON THE JOB — The new $130,000 Laurens County Libary Bookmobile was introduced
Tuesday at a ribbon-cutting ceremony on the Laurens Historic Square. The new Bookmobile
will be in service immediately.

COATS OF KINDNESS — Shirley Clark started her coat min-
istry three years ago and it now has a permanent location
open Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Located at 205-C
Fleming Street, it’s in a side door of the former Mattress
Warehouse just up the hill from McDonalds.

Standard Lesson
Teacher's Study Bible
Perfect companion to Standard

Lesson Commentary Guide

Advertiser Printing Co.
226 W. Laurens Street • Laurens • 984-2586

Mon.-Thur. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. • Fri. 8 a.m.-12 noon

Hard Cover
$2499

Expand, inspire and strengthen your Christian growth in the Scriptures

Great Christmas Gift Idea!
Perfect for pastors and Sunday School teachers!

NOW HALF PRICE!

Addicted?
OxyContin

Lortab   Vicodin
FREE Treatment with Methadone or

Suboxone along with professional
counseling if you qualify

(864) 547-2089
Clear Skye Treatment Center
Gateway Counseling Center

Located behind Laurens Hospital
OxyContin is a registered trademark of Purdue Pharma LP; Lortab is a registered

trademark of UCB, SA; Vicodin is a registered of AbbVie Inc.; Suboxone is a registered
trademark of Reckitt Benckiser. Norco is a registered trademark of Watson/Actavis, Inc.

Dr. McClary & Dr. McCartha

ORTHODONTICS
Specializing in Braces and Invisalign

for Children, Adolescents, Adults

Temporomandibular Joint Treatment
FOR FREE CONSULTATION CALL

833-4343
Conveniently located behind Laurens County Hospital

www.mccortho.com

100 Laurens Street • Clinton • 864-547-1700
(The old Badcock Furniture building)

www.homesweethomeinteriors.net

Like us on Jan Richards, Owner

Furnishings• Appliances • Accessories • Bedding • And More

     Time To Spruce Up Your
 Home For The Holidays!

See Us For A Sleigh Full Of Budget-Friendly Options.
Finance Options Available with NO DOWN PAYMENT!

(Continued from page 1)

said. “It will really help every-
body .... Plus, it’s safer because
it has backup cameras and
things like that.”

Although the Bookmobile
may be new and now includes
movies and audio books in

addition to traditional books,
its main function will continue
to be bringing library services
to rural Laurens County and to
young and old who may not be
able to get to the Laurens and
Clinton branches of the
library.

“We are in the service busi-

ness and this is going to allow
us to serve the population of
Laurens County at even
greater lengths," said
Bookmobile Librarian Julian
Shabazz, who will be behind
the wheel of the new
Bookmobile along with fellow
librarian Mary Ellen Lides.

— Kindness —
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After serving his country dur-
ing the Vietnam War, Wilgus
“Gus” Fortney returned stateside
to continue a life of public serv-
ice. Recently,
Mr. Fortney
reached a
new mile-
stone: 40
years in the
EMS and 45
years of dedi-
cation to the
fire service.
Even in his
70s, Mr.
Fortney con-
tinues to be
an active participant within the
field of fire and EMS. Whether
serving as an EMT test evaluator
at Upstate EMS Council, the
Assistant Chief of the Joanna
Fire Department, or a Paramedic
with Thorne Ambulance Service
— Gus is always ready to serve
when called upon. In a field that
sees high turnover rates and min-
imal pay despite long and treach-
erous work hours, Gus continues
to bring the same level of com-
passion and dedication as he did
on day one.

Fortney
inducted at
ceremony

Wilgus
Fortney
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