
By Van Mitchell
Contributing Writer

Bricktown in Oklahoma City 
began to decline in the 1960s 

and 70s as urban renewal took hold 
and industry and residents began 
to move further out of the center 
city. Buildings became dilapidated 
or were torn down, and the area was 
nearly vacant.

After decades of decline, investors 
and others started to show renewed 
interest in the area. They purchased 
buildings, began renovations, 
recruited retail, restaurants, and 
attractions, and started to advocate 
publicly for the district.

With the passing of the 
Metropolitan Area Projects Initiative 
(MAPS) public facility enhancement 
project in 1993, Bricktown gained 
a baseball stadium, a canal with 
water taxi boats, as well as river 

improvements and a nearby sports 
and concerts arena.

Now a thriving urban 
entertainment district, Bricktown is 
home to more than 45 restaurants, 
many bars, clubs, and retail shops, 

as well as family-friendly attractions, 
museums and galleries.

It has also become the home 
of businesses and residential 
apartments. 

“Bricktown is a lot of things but it is 

most of all our entertainment district 
in Oklahoma City,” said Mallory 
O’Neill, Bricktown district manager. 
“We have a lot of entertainment 
options but it is also geared towards 
the local community. We have a lot of 
growth in offi  ce space in Bricktown 
and we have new businesses 
moving to Bricktown. MAPS was a 
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Bricktown has something for everyone

-Provided photo 
The water taxis off er a unique view from the canal that runs through Bricktown.

See  BRICKTOWN, page 6        

Brick by Brick
WHAT Bricktown

WHERE Just east of downtown Oklahoma 
City between E.K.Gaylord Ave., I-235, 
Oklahoma City Blvd. and NE 2nd St.

DETAILS The former warehouse district 
features a variety of entertainment, dining 
and retail.

INFO Visit welcometobricktown.com


