CALL NEWS/WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS PREVIEW 2017 Wednesday, August 23; Friday, August 25, 2017 | 29C

MARY G. MONTGOMERY VIKINGS

MGM’s Daniel
ready to take
the reins as QB

BY ARTHUR L. MACK
alouismack@aol.com

It has to be tough when you have to replace a quarterback that gave you a big
offensive boost with his arm and legs and got you to within two minutes of get-
ting a playoff berth.

But with Cullan O’Shea having graduated, senior Jacoby Daniel will be relied
upon to pull the trigger for the Vikings.

Daniel, who was out last season because of injury, is back at 100 percent. And
he would like nothing better than to prove that he can be a solid signal caller—
not to mention putting behind a bitter, season-ending loss to Baker, which dashed
the Vikings’ playoff hopes.

“During the game, I was still being vocal on the sidelines, trying to get every-
body up,” he said. “After we scored the go-ahead touchdown, everybody was hap-
py and we thought we were going to the playoffs. I
was just trying to keep their minds focused. The
learning experience was that you’ve got to play
every down, you’ve got to win every down.”

Now that this is 2017, the quarterbacking
job falls on Daniel’s shoulders. to work” —

“It feels good (knowing that I'm the *
starter), but I'm ready to get to the season and
see what we can do (as a team), and
see how far we can make it,” he

o
Jacoby Daniel Ca n WI I so n m a ke
;ile(itylfgl}’nk we can make it . o o @ 7
e , Vikings a winner?

especially playing behind
O’Shea. \‘\ e /
“I've been a quarterback iy ¥1AERRS '

for my whole life, but when -'.:;II-' — . i.--'_.
I got to high school I learned -

more things,” he said. “Cul-

lan taught me a lot of things
at quarterback, and my past

“Now that | “We can make one phone call, and in 20 minutes we can have some parents
got the keys, that are willing to come out.” — MGM coach Chris Wilson

I've got to go

It can happen, and veteran coach says
having an engaged community is key

quarterback coaches helped me BY ARTHUR L. MACK ter known for his success  of meeting several people
on reading defenses and about alouismack@aol.com at Washington County, who previously attended
footwork. Now that I've got the When Chris Wilson where the Bulldogshada  MGM, so I talked with a
keys, I've got to go to work.” took over as Mary G. record of 57-12 during his  lot of people who were in-
“He’s big and strong, and he’s Montgomery’s head foot- five seasons there. While volved with the program,
a good decision-maker,” said new ball coach in late Febru- at Washington County, not just athletically but in
Vikings head coach Chris Wilson. ary after Brian Seymore his teams reached the 2A° the band and other orga-
“He doesn’t have a lot of in-game ex- resigned to take over as championship finals in nizations and asked them
perience, and we're trying to deal with head coach at Demopolis, 2012 and 2013—losing to if they liked having their
that. But he’s handling himself with he knew that helping the =~ Tanner each time 28-14 kids go there.”
the offense.” Vikings get on the win- and 21-13 respectively— The question is, with
Daniel said there wasn’t much ning track would take and the 2A semifinals in MGM being a community
of a difference in coaching philoso- some time. 2014, losing to Elba 21-14.  school as are Washington
phy when Wilson took over the head After all, Wilson was After talking with County and Straughn, is a
coaching duties. the fifth head coach for several people who were playoff berth in the cards
“When coach Wilson came in, I MGM in five years, and connected with Mary G. for the Vikings this year,
felt he was already there,” Daniel getting in a new system Montgomery, and the fact  4ter they came within
said. “He wasn’t trying to be different, was going to take top it placed him closer to one win last year of mak-
he was just himself, and I liked that priority. family, Wilson was more ing the playoffs for the
about him. There were no major dif- “T’ve seen some of than ready to take the first time since 2002?
ferences between his style and coach the struggles in the past head coaching job. It could happen, espe-
(Brian) Seymore’s style.” seasons and (I want) to try “T'had a strong belief cially if the community is
Daniel said MGM will surprise and mend some of those after meeting with the involved.
some people Offensive]_y_ things and create some administration and talk-

“On the offensive side of the ball,
I think we’re going to be very good,”
he said. “We have some good guys
coming back, and some guys coming
in. I might beat you with my legs, or
I might beat you with my arm.

stability I think all this ~ ingfoalot of people,”he 5o WILSON, 30C
program needs is stability ~ Said, “and I'had the Iuck
at leadership positions,
and it’ll begin to take off
on its own.”

It’s a tall order, but Wil-

“I think that my greatest asset son has the background to
is that I can beat you with my mind make it happen. He spent o
also,” he said. “It’s going to be kind the last two seasons at
of hard to stop us. The primary ’ Class 3A Straughn High C: ENTURY BA NK
thing about being a quarterback | School, located in Anda- ¢a W"W /
is to be a great leader and set the lusia, making the playoffs Semmes Branch 251-645-0275
example. But you've got to show both years despite having | 7575 Moffett Rd. Fax 251-645-1149

up, you’ve got to be there at the
big moments.”

losing seasons. www.centurybank.net
Wilson, though, is bet-
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