
09/02/17 vs. Florida State 7:00 p.m. CT 
09/09/17 vs. Fresno State 2:30 p.m. CT 
09/16/17 vs. CO State 6:00 p.m. CT 
09/23/17 at Vanderbilt TBA 
09/30/17 vs. Mississippi TBA 
10/07/17 at Texas A&M TBA 
10/14/17 vs. Arkansas TBA 
10/21/17 vs. Tennessee TBA 
11/4/17 vs. LSU 
11/11/17 at Mississippi State TBA 
11/18/17 vs. Mercer TBA 
11/25/17 at Auburn TBA

09/02/17 vs. GA Southern 6:30 p.m. CT 
09/09/17 at Clemson 6:00 p.m. CT 
09/16/17 vs. Mercer 3:00 p.m. CT 
09/23/17 at Missouri TBA 
09/30/17 vs. MS State TBA 
10/07/17 vs. Mississippi TBA 
10/14/17 at LSU TBA 
10/21/17 at Arkansas TBA 
11/04/17 at Texas A&M TBA 
11/11/17 vs. Georgia TBA 
11/18/17 vs. LA-Monroe TBA 
11/25/17 vs. Alabama TBA 

ALABAMA SCHEDULE AUBURN SCHEDULE

Join the Winning Team
for your Real Estate Needs!

JAMES HENDERSON
251-447-4848

J. PAUL HENDERSON

251-289-0484
JOHN WATKINS

251-367-5523

188 SARALAND BLVD. N. | SARALAND, AL 36571

If you 
want it 

done right, 
take it to 

Thronson’s!
Quality Work

Friendly People
Speedy Service

THRONSON BODY SHOP
914 U.S. Highway 43 - Saraland

251-679-1179
Scooter Thronson, Owner

Member of ASA & SCRS. A Full Spectrum of Service and Experience. 
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SARALAND SPARTANS

When he was called into the office of  head 
coach Jeff  Kelly during Saraland’s spring 
drills, Hunter Mason wasn’t sure what to ex-
pect. As it turned out, he really wasn’t ready for 
the topic of  discussion.

The 6-foot-1, 240-pound senior, who was 
forced to the sideline for all but five plays of  
the 2016 season, was perhaps more eager than 
most of  his teammates to get back on the field. 
He was looking forward to getting back to his 
defensive end position and contributing to the 
Spartans’ defense.

But there was a change of  plans. Kelly and 
the Saraland coaching staff  felt, for the better-
ment of  the team, that Mason was more valu-
able on the offensive line as the team’s starting 
left tackle. Which is what led to Kelly asking 
Mason to stop by his office.

“Oh, I was mad,’’ Mason said of  his feelings 
after the meeting. “Coach Kelly brought me in 
his office and told me. I acted like I didn’t care 
but deep down I cared. But I was going to do 
whatever it took for the team.’’

His mood eventually changed.
“It’s been hard (making the switch),’’ he said. 

“It’s a lot different, but I have good coaches. I’m 
enjoying it more than I did playing defensive 
line. It’s pretty easy, pretty smooth. … Coach 
(Chris) Fancher didn’t really give me any 
choice. He made me like it. He’s a really good 
coach. I studied and got the hang of  it and once 
I got the hang of  it, I liked it.’’

Kelly said he didn’t doubt Mason would ac-

cept the switch, and for the right 
reasons.

“I’m so proud of  Hunter,’’ Kelly said. “He’s 
been one of  the most unselfish guys here. He 
started as a sophomore as a defensive end and 
blew his knee out in the first game (last year) 
against Baker. He had to sit out his whole ju-
nior year rehabbing and recovering. 

“I go to him midway through spring and I 
tell him, ‘Look, I know you’re a good football 
player and you’re a good defensive end, but we 
think you can make an amazing impact for us 
if  you come over and play offense.’ He’s had the 
attitude since Day 1 of  ‘whatever I can do to 
help the team.’ He’s taken that and run with it 
and he has worked on that craft and worked on 
the technique and the fundamentals of  playing 
that position and I really think this summer 
was huge for him. 

“I’m really proud of  his unselfish nature. 
He has singlehandedly made us a better foot-
ball team.’’

Kelly said he recognized what he was ask-
ing of  Mason, especially in his senior sea-
son, was a lot, but he also said he believed 
it was a move Mason not only could handle 
but one in which he would excel.

“That’s always tough. You grow up play-
ing a position that you enjoy and that’s 
comfortable to you and you have a coach 
come up to you and say, ‘Hey, man, I need 
you to think about this for the betterment 
of  the football team.’ And that’s a tough 

BY TOMMY HICKS
tommyhicks@thecallnews.com

‘I was mad’
Hunter Mason inwardly stewed when 
coach asked him to move to offensive 

line — but he unselfi shly made the move 
and now he likes it more than defense

“I studied and got the 
hang of it and once I got 
the hang of it, I liked it.’’ 
— Hunter Mason

See MASON, 43C
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