22C | Wednesday, August 23; Friday, August 25, 2017

PREVIEW 2017 CALL NEWS/WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

JACKSON ACADEMY EAGLE

BY JIMMY BOONE
Call News Correspondent

Robby Busby is going to be Robby Busy this year.

Last year Busby was an all-state linebacker for the Jackson
Academy Eagles as he had more than 140 tackles and was respon-
sible for three forced fumbles and also recovered two fumbles.

This year Busby will also play quarterback as well as running
back and H-back.

“I enjoy playing both ways,” said Busby. “I really like to hit
people, but also love to be a part of scoring touchdowns.”

Busby actually began to play quarterback during the last three
games of the season last year.

“I was the starting quarterback for the last few games of
the year last year,” said Busby. “Playing quarterback means
passing. I had over 700 yards passing last year in the three
games.”

Busby says that playing defense is quite a bit like offense.

“You have to make a lot of decisions, and I always have to watch
if the line does not get the tackle, and if they do not get it, I have
to get it,” said Busby. “But I love to blitz and get into the backfield
and tackle the quarterback or the running back.”

“It is a special feeling to know that you made them have to go
longer for a first down.”

Being a senior also means Busby is a team leader. He says a lot
of younger players look up to him to help them know how be get
better.

“I have to be a leader on offense and defense,” said Busby. “I try
to be a team leader by doing what I am supposed to do, and it all
begins in the weight room and doing what I am supposed to do on
the field.”

While Busby expects to be throwing the ball a 1ot on offense,
one of his most likely targets will be fellow senior Trey McKee at
wide receiver.

McKee scored 14 touchdowns last year.

“I love to score,” said McKee. “I get a thrill when I cross the goal
line after catching a pass.”

Robby Busby loves to hit
and throw touchdowns

Like most of the players for Jackson Academy,
McKee also plays defensive back, where he also puts his

good hands to use.

Last year McKee had five interceptions, and re-
turned three of them for touchdowns.

“When the game is real close, it really helps as you
get a turnover and get some momentum going,” said
McKee. “It often leads to us getting down there for a

score.”

McKee says some of his interceptions are just
a gut feeling of where the quarterback is going to

throw the ball.

“I think I just get in the right spot to get an interception
and make the right coverage, make a right read on the ball,”

said McKee.

“You cannot always see the quarterback very well, and you

Trey McKee

Robby Busby,
standout on
defense and
offense

just have to guess where
he is going to throw it. You
just have to read the cover-
age and be in the right
spot.”

The duo is optimistic
about the success they
expect this year.

“I believe we are going
to be lot better than last
year,” said Busby. “We
have most of our skill
guys coming back.”

How far can the Eagles
go0?
“I think we really
have a chance at state,”
said Busby. “Of course
everybody says that
every year, but we are
looking at having a re-
ally good team.”
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Forward said he started playing football
when he was in the fifth grade and has been
hooked ever since then.

When he is not on the football field, For-
ward loves to help his grandpa.

“I enjoy helping my grandpa out, he makes
dollhouses, bird houses, and a lot of other
woodworks,” said Forward. “I like to help him
build things.”

Forward is also building on the football
field.

“Working out and running in the
summer is not a lot of fun, but it
helps to build me into a better
player,” said Forward. “I try to
help motivate the team in prac-
tice and in games.”

Forward is also building for
his own future.

He hopes this is not the end
of his playing career.

“Hopefully I can keep
playing ball in college,” said
Forward. “I have gotten a lot of
interest from a college, so I hope
to get a scholarship.”

Last year the team was 6-5, and
lost in triple overtime to Lakev-
iew in the first round of the Class
AA playoffs.

“We had a very good team last
year, but this year we are going to
try and win state,” said Forward. “We
have been working hard every day this
summer to get ready for the season.”

Like most players for the Eagles,
Forward has to play both offense and
defense.

On defense he plays safety and cor-
nerback.

Last year, the defense gave up an
average of 28 points per game.

“We know if we are going to be
successful this year we have to play
all four quarters,” said Forward.

“Our defense is going to have to
tighten up this year.”

Playing the entire game with little
rest is difficult, but for Forward it
is part of the challenge. He says it is
part of the reason he has been working
out so hard all summer long.

42-35 to Lakeside in

triple overtime.
“We hope to

play a lot lon-

ger than we did
last year,” said
Forward. “We
just want to play
hard and win.”

The Eagles’
Alvin Forward
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