CALL NEWS/WASHINGTON COUNTY NEWS

PREVIEW 2017

JACKSON AGGIES

Wednesday, August 23; Friday, August 25, 2017 | 23C

B z“ O 1 n ¢ % r‘v”w&f YT V79,6559 o i
oo \ . | GR -~ 1
2l o 9 & o08e % e e |
<ss ¥ 8 @ " ,.;\\Yf@’ i
| ST e NV @NV NN AN AR Bﬁ;\\ N  ¢
iy \ : A f g
,9«\@),@" : 7 . 4 = \’ b, l 4§
-_—" b o . \é % .-

The 2017 Jackson High School Aggies

Aggies seek pla
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ers to step up

BY LEEQUINTON BLACKMON
Call News Correspondent

For the past three seasons, Jackson High
School has been consistent with making
deep playoff runs, but could never get over
that Class 5A semi-finals hurdle. Each of
the past three seasons, the Aggies have
come up just short of returning to the state
championship game since winning the
Class 4A championship in 2011. To add to
their disappointment, each of the three
teams Jackson lost to in those semi-final
games went on to win the state champion-
ship the next week.

The past three playoff disappointments
are why Aggies head coach Danny Powell
says his team won’t focus on the past, but
will approach this season with fresh mind-
set.

“This team coming in now hasn’t won or
lost a game yet,” Powell said of the team’s
approach to the upcoming season. “They

PCA

haven’t done anything yet on the good side
or the bad side, so they got their own his-
tory to make or legacy to make. They’ve
seen that we can go far because they’ve
been on those teams that have gone to the
semis, which a lot of people have never
been able to get that far at all. To get there
three years in a row is pretty impressive,
but we would like to take that next step and
get to the finals.”

In order to take that next step, Jackson
will have to fill a lot of voids on both of-
fense and defense.

“This is somewhat of a rebuilding year,”
coach Powell said. “We lost 33 seniors and
only have three returning starters on of-
fense and four or five on defense, so it’s a
lot of holes to fill on this football team. We
just got to see who can step up and be able
to come in and make the plays.”

Usually when a team ends up losing 33
seniors and only returns eight starters

from the previous sea-
son, they’re projected
to be a relatively
young team. However,
that’s not the case for
this year’s Jackson
Aggies.

Despite losing over
a third of their roster,
Aggies head coach
Danny Powell says
that age really isn’t
the main concern for

his team this year. It’s
actually the team’s ex-
perience level that has
the legendary coach watching his roster
very closely as the season approaches.
“We’re not going to ever be real young,
because of the size of the school,” Powell
said. “We are kind of young in certain
spots, but it’s mainly inexperience. We

Danny Powell

got several seniors starting this year that
hadn’t been starters before. They are
seniors, but they’re just kind of inexperi-
enced and had limited playing time.”

Among the 33 seniors that Jackson
lost was the Aggies star safety Kendarian
Handy-Holly, who signed with Minnesota.
The Minnesota signee did a lot for coach
Powell’s defense, but also saw time on of-
fense as a receiver. As much as Handy-Hol-
ly’s leadership and on-field ability will be
missed, coach Powell says he didn’t have to
look too far to find a replacement for him.

“As crazy as it seems,” Powell said.
“The guy replacing him is the same type of
player.”

Nehemiah Pritchett, who played along-
side Handy-Holly last season, is a junior
who already has an offer from Troy Univer-
sity, and is someone coach Powell thinks is
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Supporting Our Community

Wishing all our -
. area teams a safe
“and successful
_ season!
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