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captured the North Carolina 
Class C Championship with 
a win in Chapel Hill, NC.
 The Stony Point title that 
season is believed to be the 
lone team state champion-
ship in Alexander County 
high school sports history, 
other than the nine titles 
which have been conquered 
by the ACHS Lady Cougar 
Softball Program.
 The Stony Point squad of 
1942 was coached by Charles 
“Pinkey” Turner, who also 
served the school as a math 
instructor and coach of addi-
tional teams.
 Included on the team was 
Alexander County Sports 
Hall of Famer and former 
Major League World Se-
ries winner Dave Jolly 
and Plaskie McCree, who 
pitched the Stony team to a 
victory in the title game with 
a 4-0 shutout effort against 
Bethesda High School of the 
Chapel Hill area.
 Two members of the team 
are still alive as the 75th 
anniversary of its feat ap-
proaches in May. Dayton 
Lackey led off for the SP 
team in the final game and 
played second base, while 
Kester Martin started at 
first base and occupied the 
sixth spot in the batting or-
der for the championship 
clash with Bethesda.
 In addition to the talents 
of McCree, Jolly, Lackey, 
and Martin, the 1942 Stony 
team included Harley Junior 
Goble, Phil Lackey, Bill Pat-
terson, Lindsey Stikeleath-
er, Willis Douglas, George 
Chapman, Keith Rogers, 
and Paul Sharpe.
 Johnny Bruce present-
ed plaques to living team 
members Dayton Lackey 
and Kester Martin. Lackey 
was on hand to accept his 
plaque and seemed touched 
when the large crowd gave 
his team a standing ovation. 
Mr. Martin’s plaque was pre-
sented to his son.
 The first inductee for the 
Sixth Hall of Fame Class 
was Rebia Hefner Bolick.
 A life-long resident of 
Alexander County, she was 
one of the most dominant 
high school women’s basket-
ball players in North Caro-
lina during her prep career 
at Taylorsville High School 
in the 1950’s.
 A 1959 graduate of Tay-
lorsville High School, she 
played basketball for leg-
endary Coach Pat Gainey 
and was one of the most 
productive scorers in North 
Carolina history. She was a 
four-year starter from 1956-
1959 at Taylorsville High. 
She started every game of 
her high school basketball 
career, earning All-Confer-
ence honors in 1957, 1958, 
and 1959. In addition to All-
Conference honors, she
 was voted All-State in 1959 
and was selected to play 
in the East/West All-Star 
Game. She set a record for 
points scored in the East/
West game with a 44-point 
effort.
 When her high school 
career finished, Reba was 
listed as ninth overall on the 
North Carolina High School 
scoring list with 2,888 points 
from 1956-1959. She is one 
of three former Taylorsville 
players on the scoring list 
behind Kay Wilson (4,210 
points) and Angell Pennell 
(3,156). With Reba’s selec-
tion this year, all three Lady 
Bears stars are members 
of the Alexander County 
Sports Hall of Fame.
 Rebia and her husband, 
Roy, currently reside in the 
Wittenburg Community. 
They have four children and 
six grandchildren.
 Edwin Laws took the 
stage following Bolick to 
accept the hall induction 
in memory of his late wife  
Laura Thomas Laws.
 A 1977 graduate of Alex-
ander Central High School, 
Laura Thomas Laws was a 
standout athlete in softball, 
basketball, and golf during 
her high school career in 
Taylorsville.
 Laws was an All-Confer-
ence player in softball and 
earned East/West All-Star 
honors in women’s basket-
ball, but golf was the sport 
where she excelled most. 
She was presented the pres-
tigious Bobby Gryder Me-
morial Award in the spring 
of 1977.
 Following graduation 
from ACHS, she attended 
Wake Forest University 
where she was a member of 
the 1980 NC Association for 
Intercollegiate Athletics for 
Women’s Golf  Champion-
ship team. Wake Forest also 
captured the Duke Invita-
tional Team event in 1980. In 
1981, she was voted the Most 
Improved Golfer at Wake 

Forest and later graduated 
Cum Laude.
 After college, she was a 
member of Brushy Moun-
tain Golf Club in Taylorsville 
and the Statesville Country 
Club. She won the BMGC 
Course Championship in 
1980 and set a course record 
for scoring. Laws captured 
the Statesville Country Club 
Championship a whopping 
14 times.
 She was named the 
Statesville-Iredell Schools 
Volunteer of the Year Award 
winner three times and also 
earned the Statesville Ju-
nior Service League Volun-
teer of the Year Award.
 In 2003, Laws passed 
away unexpectedly at the 
age of 43. Following her 
death, close friends of the 
Fourth Creek Rotary Club 
started a memorial golf 
tournament in her name. 
The tournament is played 
in Statesville and averages 
around $40,000 profit each 
year for scholarships. In ad-
dition, Wake Forest Univer-
sity presents a yearly schol-
arship in her memory.
 Her husband Edwin Laws 
resides in Statesville. The 
couple has two children, 
Lindsay Laws Deviney and 
Andy Laws.
 “I want to thank the Public 
Education Foundation and 
the Hall of Fame Committee 
for honoring Laura with this 
honor,” Edwin Laws stated. 
“Her most treasured place on 
Earth was Alexander County. 
Thank you again for this hon-
or. It is one Laura would have 
treasured deeply.”
 The Alexander Hall in-
ducted a second member 
posthumously when former 
Major League Baseball 
player Jim “Easy” Poole 
was honored. The Poole 
Family was represented by 
Mr. Poole’s grandson, Daniel 
Poole of Statesville. 
 Recognized as Alexander 
County’s First Major League 
Baseball Player, Jim “Easy” 
Poole enjoyed a professional 
baseball career as a player 
which spanned 32 total sea-
sons. A native of Alexander 
County, Poole began his pro-
fessional baseball career at 
the age of 19, in 1914, with 
his minor league debut. He 
played professional base-
ball, either in the Minors 
or Majors, until retiring as 
a player at the age of 51, in 
1946. Following his playing 
days, Poole went on to serve 
as a Minor League Baseball 
Manager until 1961.
 During his career, Poole 
played three seasons with 
the Philadelphia Athlet-
ics of the MLB’s American 
League. Poole was a mem-
ber of the Athletics Orga-
nization from 1925 until 
1927. In his major league 
career, he appeared in 283 
total games. His best season 
came in 1925 when Poole hit 
.298 in 133 games.
 He appeared in just 38 
games in 1927 before break-
ing his leg and missing the 
remainder of the season. In 
1927, Poole had the oppor-
tunity to play with several 
legends and Major League 
Hall of Famers. Poole was a 
teammate of Ty Cobb, Jim-
mie Foxx, and Lefty Grove 
on the 1927 Philadelphia 
club.

 Poole played in a total of 
2,637 professional games 
(Minors & Majors), compil-
ing a career batting mark 
of .316 with 311 career home 
runs. He played for more 
than 30 teams in his Minor 
League career and blasted 
a whopping 50 homers as 
a member of the Nashville 
Volunteers in 1930. That sea-
son he drove in 167 runs. In 
all, Poole collected 3,150 hits 
as a professional player, in-
cluding 662 doubles. He also 
tallied 240 stolen bases.
 He served as a scout for 
the Athletics organization 
and later managed in the Mi-
nor Leagues. He even man-
aged two of his sons, Jim 
Poole, Jr., and Phil Poole, in 
1941.
 Jim Poole played his fi-
nal Major League game 
on August 22, 1927. Born in 
Taylorsville on May 12, 1895, 
Poole died January 2, 1975 in 
Hickory.
 Former ACHS and Uni-
versity of North Carolina 
baseball standout Alex “AY” 
Yoder was the next to the po-
dium to accept his induction 
medal and take his spot into 
the local hall.
 A 1993 graduate of Alex-
ander Central High School, 
Alexander “AY” Yoder was a 
three-sport high school star 
for the Cougars from 1990-
1993.
 His success on the base-
ball diamond earned Yoder a 
scholarship to the Universi-
ty of North Carolina Chapel 
Hill after graduating from 
Alexander Central.
 While at ACHS, Yoder 
shined as a member of the 
Cougar Football, Basket-
ball, and Baseball Teams. 
He earned All-Conference in 
baseball following his sopho-
more, junior, and senior 
seasons. He was voted the 
NW Conference Baseball 
Player of the Year in 1993 
and led the Cougars to the 
State Championship Series 
against Wilmington New 
Hanover. He posted a 12-2 
mound record and clubbed 
eight home runs for Coach 
Harold Odom during his 
senior season and earned 
All-State honors. He was 
invited to participate in the 
US Olympic Festival in San 
Antonio, Texas,  in 1993 and 
earned honorable mention  
All-American votes in the 
USA Today.
 Yoder also earned All-
Conference honors in foot-
ball and basketball at Alex-
ander Central. In 1992, he 
led the Cougars to the state 
playoffs as an All-NWC per-
former at quarterback. In 
basketball, he was the lead-
ing rebounder for ACHS also 
earning a spot on the All-
Conference hoops team as a 
junior and senior. 
 Following high school, Yo-
der attended UNC and was 
a Northeast All-Star in 1995 
and 1996. During his junior 
campaign in Chapel Hill, Yo-
der led the Tarheels in wins 
and innings pitched.
 Yoder, who now resides 
in Winston Salem with his 
wife, Stephanie, and two 
children, Ava and Jackson, 
now serves as the Pitching 
Coach for West Forsyth High 
School in Clemmons. While 
at West Forsyth, Yoder has 
been voted the NC Assis-

tant Coach of the Year and 
has coached 13 players that 
have gone on to play college 
baseball.
 “I have always been proud 
to say I am from Taylorsville,” 
Yoder quipped. “I just want 
to thank so many people for 
helping to make this day pos-
sible for me and my family.”
 The final inductee of the 
evening was Coach Dale 
Yount, the first and win-
ningest basketball coach 
in Alexander Central High 
School history.
 Coach Dale Yount 
coached in more than 1,000 
sporting events during his 
middle school and high 
school coaching career. 
Yount, who now resides in 
the Bethlehem Community, 
is  the winningest men’s 
basketball coach at Alex-
ander Central High School. 
However, his coaching ca-
reer included more than just 
hoops. He coached varsity 
men’s basketball at ACHS 
for 23 seasons, from 1972 
until 1995. He also served 
as a football, golf, and base-
ball coach during his career 
at Alexander Central. Prior 
to coming to ACHS, Yount 
coached at Newton Junior 
High, Newton High School, 
Watauga, and Taylorsville 
High School.
 Despite coaching in hun-
dreds of events off the bas-
ketball hardwoods, Yount is 
recognized most for his ten-
ure on the Varsity Cougars 
basketball bench where he 
led ACHS to four regular 
season conference champi-
onships and two conference 
tournament titles.
 In all, he coached in 550 
varsity games at ACHS, 
compiling a total record of 
256-294. In his final season 
at Alexander in 1994-95, the 
Cougars posted the school’s 
first ever 20-win season.
 Coach Yount coached in 
705 total basketball games 
from 1964 until 1995. He 
earned 361 wins and suf-
fered 344 losses in his hoops 
coaching career.
 He was an assistant 
coach for ACHS Head Foot-
ball Coach Glenn Wilson for 
23 seasons. In 1983, Wilson 
and Yount coached together 
on an ACHS staff which 
led the Cougars to a per-
fect regular season and a 
league title. Coach Wilson 
was inducted into the Alex-
ander Sports Hall of Fame 
in 2013.
 He also spent two sea-
sons as a Varsity Baseball 
Coach at Alexander Cen-
tral and one season as Golf 
Coach.
 “It is an honor to be a 
member of this group of peo-
ple. For me, it was not about 
the wins and losses but more 
about the friendships I have 
built with former players,” 
Coach Yount commented 
Monday evening. “I really 
enjoyed working with all the 
young people I had the op-
portunity to coach.”
 Yount and his wife, Mary-
Ann, also a retired coach 
and educator, live in Beth-
lehem. They have two chil-
dren, Lauren and Patrick, 
and two grandsons, Jacob 
and Luke.

COUNTY SPORTS 
HALL OF FAME

 The Hall of Fame was 
established in 2012  to recog-
nize, honor and memorialize 
those individuals who have 
made noteworthy contribu-
tions to sports in Alexander 
County and have lived a life 
of exemplary character.  
 Once a person is nomi-
nated, his or her nomination 
remains permanent and will 
receive selection consider-
ation each year by the selec-
tion committee. Nomination 
forms can be found on the 
Alexander County Educa-
tion Foundation link of the 
Alexander County Schools’ 
web page (www.-alexander.
k12.nc.us) and are due by 
June 30 each year. Commit-
tee members include John 
Bruce (Chairman), Den-
nis Smart, Brigette Rhyne, 
Andy Anderson, Alvin Burke, 
Anna Ferguson, Mike Mill-
saps, Donny Pennell, Bobby 
White, and Larry Yoder.

 HALL OF FAME: New Class inducted November 20

MR. AND MRS. JORDY
 KIPLAND MACE

Mace - Culler couple
exchange marriage vows
 Emily Brooke Culler of Hickory and Jordy Kipland 
Mace of Bethlehem were married in a double-ring cer-
emony on Saturday, August 12, 2017, at 5:00 p.m.
 Tiffany Sloan of Hickory directed the wedding. Wedding 
music was presented by Molly Cummings.
 The bride-elect is the daughter of Gerald and Tiffany 
Culler of Mount Airy. A 2011 graduate of North Surry High 
School and a 2015 graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne University 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Nursing, she is 
employed at Baptist Hospital in Winston-Salem as an 
oncology nurse.
 The groom-elect is the son of Kip and Lisa Mace of 
Bethlehem. He is a 2011 graduate of Alexander Central 
High School and a 2015 graduate of Lenoir-Rhyne 
University with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Business 
Management. He is employed at Mace Insurance Agency 
in Bethlehem.
 Given in marriage by her father, the bride wore a gown 
of essense of Australia. The fit and flare gown featured 
sheer lace detailing with an illusion neckline. Below the 
illusion was a sweetheart neckline adding a touch of 
romance to the beautifully detailed lace, including a com-
pletely laced back.
 Whitley Culler of Charlotte, and Bailey Culler of Mount 
Airy, both sisters of the bride, served as maids of honor. 
Bridesmaids were LaShay  Conley of Huntersville, sister-
in-law of the bride; Isabel Wallwork of Gastonia, cousin 
of the bride; Nicole Rumplasch of Mount Airy, friend of 
the bride; and Haley Rhyne of Johnson City, Tennessee, 
friend of the bride.
 Each bridesmaid wore a latte dress featuring a sweet-
heart neckline and rouching.  Each attendant carried a 
bouquet of blush roses and stock and spray roses accent-
ed with Queens lace and seeded eucalyptus.
 Clara Wallwork of Gastonia, cousin of the bride, served 
as flower girl.
 Ring bearer was Colten Conley of Huntersville, neph-
ew of the groom.
 Kip Mace served as his son’s best man. Groomsmen 
were Stedman Smith of Asheville, Nathan Mooney 
of Charlotte, Garrett Feimster of Concord, and Nic 
Flachofsky of Hickory, all friends of the groom; and 
Hunter Conley of Huntersville, brother-in-law of the 
groom.
 The mother of the bride wore a silver lace dress fea-
turing a fitted bodice and an A-line, knee-length skirt. The 
groom’s mother wore a fitted knee-length, champagne 
lace dress. Each mother wore a corsage of miniature 
white roses.
 A reception was held at Hollar Mills following the cer-
emony.
 The couple enjoyed a wedding trip to Aruba.
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